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Abstract

Youth groups generally exhibit a marginalized state of being “present but absent” in urban commu-
nity governance. By introducing the social capital theory, this paper deeply analyzes the generative
mechanism of this phenomenon from three dimensions: networks, norms, and trust. The study finds
that the “time-space disembedding” triggered by modern lifestyles leads to the rupture of youth
social networks; traditional unilateral administrative mobilization causes youth “identity suspen-
sion” and the failure of reciprocal norms; while the lack of daily communication and the mismatch
in service supply trigger a widespread deficit of universal trust. To break through this dilemma,
community governance should adapt to the “molecularization” trend of youth socialization, recon-
structing social networks through space production and youth co-living models. It should also re-
shape reciprocal norms by introducing “community-based restructuring” and agile governance, and
rebuild trust mechanisms through precise services and “digital giveback”. This study aims to pro-
vide theoretical and practical references for building a mutually beneficial youth-development
community and exploring a collaborative community governance model involving multiple stake-
holders.
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