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Abstract

Primary dysmenorrhea is a common gynecological disease, which is characterized by periodic
lower abdominal pain, or accompanied by lumbosacral pain, nausea and vomiting and other symp-
toms, which has a serious negative impact on the physical and mental health and quality of life of
patients. Drug therapy is the main intervention for primary dysmenorrhea, but NSAIDs have the
disadvantages of large side effects and easy recurrence of drug withdrawal. Primary dysmenorrhea
belongs to the category of “menstrual abdominal pain” in traditional Chinese medicine, and Chinese
medicine has accumulated rich experience in the treatment of primary dysmenorrhea, including
internal and external treatment, with significant efficacy and few toxic side effects. In recent years,
a large number of experimental studies in animal or tissue cell models have found that the mecha-
nism of action of TCM in the prevention and treatment of the progression of primary dysmenorrhea
is closely related to multiple signaling pathways, including MAPK/ERK, PI3K/Akt/mTOR, TLR4/
MyD88/NF-xB, COX-2/PGF2a and other signaling pathways, the regulatory role of traditional Chi-
nese medicine has become the focus of a large number of researches. This article reviews the re-
search results in recent years, in order to provide ideas and references for the clinical treatment of
primary dysmenorrhea and the mechanism of action of traditional Chinese medicine in the preven-
tion and treatment of primary dysmenorrhea.
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1. 5|

JF R S48 (Primary Dysmorrhea, PD)& AR Wgws, JTHAFER LMY E N Z R, BELES
WHERATEAT G, BT AR A B I AERS B AR S EE I R M N IR, B R . =R D
WXk LG AN, PEEE ] SRRSO R[] [2]. AR, EHFNEEN, PD AR RIR G, EE R
W5 B 45%~95%, g — 1 LR IR Ao R R R AR A, e E R e o) AR TE R3] I
PR b, ¥697 PD # I R BE ORI SR PR 2. @52, g RULFRIGIT . JESARPTR 2 g
&5 HATGYT PD BONIRE HA B 259, ABKIAMH 20 AR B85 5 - AR 2 RS, B8R
ZBU/D e BIpiE s AT 4], BSRE. ERFIERST PD KRR EEWEREBOR, RE| T Hiz
T ORI o R MR 8 T e “2AT I 7 JimE, MHEEREIRTT PD &5 FE, AFE A kM
MR, TR E HERITER /DN, 25677 PD ARH H#TR H .

LR, BRRPERALENTIE PD MAE FIALH 5 T 50 iRk, 89 PD it e fpL], X T4a7
HIEEZATE PD W7 TIBERA AT S B A HEEE . SRS PD FEES FENRFTIRE
(PGF20) & &3 = K[5], HRW S XERALE . b, s F5 R MR R E VKB, £
T BRI 2% 2 R RS B T URH ISP Ui i P2 AR 22 . NN PD R LA AR ER I e ) R P 48
WA T BT 25 R & BI04 (1 22 24 SRS Ak 2R (I (MAPK )/ A 40 15 25 1 B (ERK) « i AR BEVLREE 3-3%

][l
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filf (P13K)/ & (1 18 B (AW FL3h W0 1A 25 402 A (MTOR). Toll #£324K K (9 4 (TLRA)/EERE/ LK T 88
(My D88)/1% % 5 K F xkB (NF-xB) S5 F il %, (HILT-WHLHITIR M. T4, REHEX PDE5E
B R E AT 7T RIS, BEFCRIE, W2, R KA RS RTT T B R LR S E
HET 2 4ERAE PR . R ARSI, ZIRIT PD IS ENLHI[7]. HeT I, ASCxTi
SR R ZITE PD {55 B IR0 70 75 T FFRE R AT 2718, DANRZR TR R 25 B8 PD (A AL K I AE
HEE 2677 PD SR A0H 10 B A1 45

2. MAPK/ERK {S&B &

24 23 JEE AL R B 5 R (Mitogen-Activated Protein Kinases, MAPKS) & —3% B i B RSP PR 225
MR CE, EAEMIE SR IR RS BB, WRESMARE T RIE S %S, el
TEERFNEH. MAPKs ZH|3Z 1k, R TERRMEEE )G, %65 NIRRT E S 2N
e, WATEMRAERKRE . s AR T SORE RN T IREE 1 NEUR NS 2 Rl AR Ay R RIS AR, B
VR JORE SN 5 5 N 2 o R v ) EE B B . MAPKS SIS 7 p38MAPK, A AM:S = i ik
BF(ERKS) LA K INK1-3 45, EIEHZ Pl MR T 8 1 S 4% RAE R R RA 5 T, e e 3] 7 OB E (8],
YA 52 B RIS 5 W4 i R 7 30 AR RS, p38 MAPK. ERK1/2, INK EES#BGE, 5IK—&K
FNE 2 A M SR, AT T 22 P At R TR - 2 5 30 2 I 2% PR VR BRIRE S R2 P [9], [RIIR MAPK/ERK i
PRI 2= AR IR, GPPRIR I A AR K R e A S L AE F10] [11], PD 4. R RMERPIEZS
PR & SR ST R i = AW 4, Btk ] DUE Y, MAPK/ERK @ %5 PD R A1 OCHE, B9
JeaE D). RIS LR 702 I A 24 AR 2 A L i (Fr ZE 1L 7 ) RES MK PD KRGS, R
T MAPK 3 5 A SR PR L /KT« 2R AR IE I mRNA #5K 1, FERE AL PD K RIEIR K AR AE &
AP 518 B, R MAPK GBS I RENT T PD MR, B 2575 T 1l MAPK {5 5 4 7 TH f&
DL ERHIE T, hbiia PD HRAE TR R AT 5. FIRGSE[12] R 78 o, IRA 2398 IR 3 N H &)
WG, ARSI, PD EE MM AL mRNA. ERK1. ERK2. MEK1. MEK2 fixt ik & T,
FEIMKIMG Pl Rl S/ID BIGITRIE FTREIG, FEBEHRESH RIS, 229 24598 W os s # )
MAPK/ERK il % AH K [H 7 B A A TR R 1L, ml DL B &k . teah, BUARZGERRE FOAESE, WA
rh R E SR PR A PRUAE IS BE A 25 BEL LE R AT 4E 40 i MAPK 15 S % _E 1) ERK B0E[13], 24 IA[14]Re
BT MAPK/ERK 15 Sl B8 FRORS AR A%, E M S M UR I B MRES , /N E 2 [15] I AT ERK B2
TRIIRE ST, AL REFEAIK PD KL MAPK 38 26 i i ERK BRI FE[16], 22 1 ERKL/2 3
EHER, NERAE R Z5EIT PD BIVE I ALHI SR AL HE -

3. TLR4/MyD88/NF-xB {52188

AHEFE[L7] [18]3 W], PD HBEF A RN R S fe e, it T B4 (Th) i Thl 1
Th2 K HAH 725 S RN R S T4, 2155 PD RAEMEBEERZ —. Toll FEZAA(TLRS)7ES G K %
RGP YEE R KREENMAE, B —FOCEMEDN, Toll FZAEN 4 (TLRAEN—FEEM RMHES
BRI, RS IR SZ 3 A R TS R FE RS 5, R 51 K — RV R R BI[19], S5V 2N
RIELRE, 7 EHHLR. TR HERINE] TLR4 97814 [20] [21]. #ERELET 88 (Myeloid Differ-
entiation Factor, My D88)/& TLR4 Rl ) — /N RHE S A, 2K ¥ «B (Nuclear Factor-kB, NF-xB)
EIEME AN EEE . NF-xB CAIESE ] maih F 20 IL-18. 1L-18 & R R MR 7 13k [22].
TLR4 i@t My D88 kiP5 51 B S NF-xB, {5 NF-xB 754k, M7 A 40 P 1R 5 VEAS 5 ZUE I B
TLR4/My D88/NF-xB & #¢ P [z M {140 A5 S i, Hod 5 rl i KE R R T 15w, 355 T e
[ Thl 734t, FEC ThUTh2 ZYSHAREE F P e, 155 PR A G ) B b R 3 AR (23] &
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HUAAAERY, TLRAF 5SS PD KA. KRE[24]. FEBEAE[25] IR SD KEAT A% TEAY:
MR, DLERST TLRAINF-xB (5 Sl ER7E BAHIAIT PD MNP PERINLE], S5 5%, HErEe T
W IL-18+ 1L-18 ZE(R S K77k, #ifi TLRA/NF-xB 155 1@#%, MIcst PD KB 15 15 1 5wk i vk
B, EHREE[26]38 3 KK B TLR4/My D88/NF-«B p65 B 2 11 & mRNA, LURFT T BEAMNA AL E
SRR 7N XS PD Sy DIReIRCI, BEALEE RPN, A SRR B I vT BT TLR4/My D88/NF-xB p65
fBE545, 1T ThUTh2 (%4, 5 PD KM %EThae LLUL EVAIT PD I E M.

4. BDNF/TrxB (5218

YR P E A2 77 K7 (BDNF) & —Fh B S (R AL FF P XM 2 R A IEF A KK ERNEA, & THE
HIRHEFREN— 5. BDNF 7E F i #ikF5, HERM. MAE. BEMAE B0 i =2 AEH
[27], Sful i o2 eI B HL A5 5 5 75 5 BDNF P2 A2, R B0 L im0 2 A ) 32 AR s T BR A A2 4 B (TrxcB),
WS SRBBIRMEPHETT, WIEE PD. 15 W R ALAE S5 o A Bl i sh 22 5 . KRS 4t
JE PSR AE T 2 (RAE A PR 22 ZR 0 N S0 PR (1 B R A B 3 8k, P S A EIX — I R s &
KEBRIME, UG RANMAE 1240 DA PGSR, 7] R 5] SRR M DL b i 28],
RN, WA EHE PR L NEETREAAEIR[29]. 75 I UL BE R MU de Haa 1 F B L
HET A% AT 3 A H IR IR 0, 6 IR P v i R v, S Se UMM IR T A 224 FH ] e
IR RIFERE, BEMITE R — AN BEES . c-fos XA BB 2 —, EMURFE TR 2 ErE
W, AR A PR IR R DGR AR [30] . A N AR RO FAE S B T, c-fos MR FIFRIA IR
N, RIEOE R R XK EIEFKF[3L], ERERAF[B2IMH A RS R, BN FASRAIET, KERE
BETS f c-fos RARIAT A, UARREME MG 2 2130 c-fos & (A RIAZ IR, HIwRREL |
AR5 . RVESE 33 I K I B e BDNF. TreB. ANXA2 & [ IIA TSI, R H 5964 2 18] 1A
KM, 4RER, BDNF. TreB. ANXA2 PRGBS, EEWARERE, HRAKFSREREEL
] 2 IEAOGPE . ok = S [34 1 IR AN & 0T PD oK B B 24 S 6T BDNF/TraeB 5 5 % B A R 1A
g, PR HAYT PD PIMERNLE], SEIGRE, RAMRIESEE PD K RATAER 7 R I H 535 3R,
HHLH AT Be 5404 BDNF/TreB %, T c-fos Fik, WATEIEE SEBEL2 AN RS REE VMG, £
HPA PSRRI IIER S, BDNF mRNA A S7ERRE. BRI F&R AT RahRIATF =, 4
BDNF/TrxB @ EW G, A TRENRAS, vldd T8 BDNF Ri& FERIE &l .

5. COX-2/PGF2a {5 S 1@

HuT, PD MIAWNLEIN AR 564 8, IAREZ AT E WA SN G RS B 5 R =
(Prostaglandin, PG) ) & &3 /2 PD K AEM EEJEH, H b #ufl 7 ik 2 (/2 PGF2a fl PGE2. + & T/l
PRV AE v B PGF2a IS s gl e, HEm S 80T B ikl R iR sk s, s R4 [35],
il PGE2 201 & P LU 4E 0 AE FH[36]. LLRTIIBE A C&UESE, AHECTIEHR 2, PD & A&
i H 2% T 5 N i PGF2a K & FH=[37] [38]. T EWLANMIAE N PGs HISEANM, RELER-Lubr ek
FF, it COX ik =k PGs, #1527 5 NIAnM U 4e 5 &7 ik & A B sh b . R LEF(COX) &
25 PGs & N E R IR, HAPMETH, Hi COX-1 AZME, S25IEF EHY)EEIRT; COX-
2 NESR, EHMEMERT, EAEIGERRR H R ETE T AR R, 1ERUR R, Ntk PD J5
B YR I [ BEIRAT[39], MALUR A SORERGIS, EWEANM . P R4 AR R AT RN A
[f) COX-2 A ¥ 5 FAE K. AR FARIE, HEBIRZHIAIT PD BN S HA0H] 7 5 A 20 BRI bt 4 %
YEREBVIMR[40]. IREWTRERY], HERARE AT TR R IIK COX-2 /K1 & PD K 1 E 44! PGF2a I
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i, R HMLHI T BE 54| COX-2/PGF2a 1@ A K [41]. AW 7t &7, MAPK/ERK {5 5l % 25 COX-
2 IR, Hadid ] MEKL/2 DL ERKL/2 [REERIL, FEK COX-2 [3R1A[42]. YQ Hua Z5[43]%F
FUAE B VAT 25506 K BT 5 P9 AT i PGF2a BA MR BE AR IR F L 47 9345 25 500] Beidiid COX-
2/PGF2a %1, f# 2 MEANAE N 7 RO, T PD T/ B B2 . FIR% A\ [44)@id gz
EFX PD KB 5 ERK/ICOX-2 il B HHICEE [ S AH K B 13k s, DLER DS L1 PD TS AEHLE o

RIGLE R TR, BHAKRTEHS COX-2 A, p-ERKL2 K& ERK1/2 FERET ., FniBid#s
MAPK & A 3h{E 5% S, #i% ERKL2 Bfgthk, i COX-2 ik, & PGs BRI &34,

51 RIS, wAEN PD HINLE] 2 —, WiE— il ERK/ICOX-2 {551l 2 5 PD KRB AN fE. &4
EEXF AR “=M%27 « “Kot” THiR, ERKICOX-2 {5 TiBAHKE ARIE T4, PD KRR
FIHBMGE, s HENAIT PD IHLHI AT G5 10H] ERK/ICOX-2 {5 S IBEAHSEA T, kb PGs Bl 5.

6. EP2/NLRP3/Caspase-1 {55 1B

Nod FE2Z 45 9 3(NLRP3) % P /MA & H1 NLRP3. 24 bt G ik R & Bk 73 1 4% (1 B§-1 (Caspase-1) Al &
A 2 R ATl S 48 RS R T A S B A RE 3R 1 (ASC) LRI B A1 [45]« NLRP3 48 14 /N 1) P48 5% 1
oo oR 2 PR R A R . E TR, NLRP3 R ME/NMATE 2 JEO0 BLLEA1E. T8 WIS ADRE & AR}
JRr 5 Ak 2 AR A 3 T RE SR AR TI[46]. 7E PD R SRR, RIE R N AEE
REEf L, T NLRP3 28 M/ MAR SO0 I B AZ O LG 7, 5 PD IR AR BB AHIE, mTRENTRTT SR AR
PD Bt . CAEMAKRIL, PD KR FHFAAES NLRP3 S i LBl R [47], #t—5 8 PD Wk
AT NLRP3 R ME/MAIEE . AWFFR/R[48], RIZIIRE E 24k 2 (EP2) R 5|42 N ii# IR 5 1 Caspase-
1 7HE, % NLRP3, JNEE ORE SR, A FH %3 NLRP3 sl 751 ] 300 861) 2 ik /AT ol OE SR, 2
H KRN PD. VR R[4 Fe 4 BT R, JEid NLRP3 #li57 MCC950 A4 NLRP3 [{1i%tk, 22
PD. #HEFSF[S0]MIB A4 RN, AWK AT DLk oK B 5 2O IR 15 O, {8+ EP2. NLRP3,
caspase-1 5 [ EIEFHK, PB4 il EP2/NLRP3/caspase-1 {5 58 B HE 9% PD A S A0E 2
N, B RE PD. /D ARAE[S1]E I M EZ AR XT PD KRR T2 4141 NLRP3/caspase-1/GSDMD i # 1]
oM, DURDT HAEHGYT PD IMLE], S5 SR, WEARRFE 42+ GSDMD. GSDMD-N. ¥ & Py Ji
4 i 2K -18 (Interleukin-18, IL-18) A1 IL-18 &5 IR B T B, UCAHRE TR T BRI
MG, DARIATT PD. HAE LS AT R HAT ST NLRP3 48 ME/IMA RIS IR IL, A4 i) ASC
W LA caspase-1 FOIN o/, MR T 55 6 M OB B B4 5% . 2R ESE 52T R E/R, RZEdH
B T 53 PD B REFRITHRL, BEfd PD KR T E 41417 EP2. NLRP3 J% caspase-1 £ 4 %1k i 3% F& 1K,
LR BT E PD FIALH AT §E 5 #01H| EP2/NLRP3/caspase-1 i it A 5%

7. PI3K/AK/mTOR {5285

H&RTENRET—M “AEMMERERNERE” , MR RN RN, a5l KT EN
FELZERR IR R A, Bl 22 53] H Zkm s R], 40 i P A0 R 776 B A SRR BT iy i AR
A, FEIRYT PD (R, — N SR SR A2 10 350 98 40 R IR 1 1R P AR MR TR, DA Rk e 28 4 I RE[54] o
AR IR 3-1 A (PI3K) [55], REBSTERVERFIIRI T, @ — RIVERMAERIL, /50 N if
()2 PR Sy F-, WIER S B (AKY). Akt A PISK JEES NI —Fp oY 77, # LSS5, 8
BRI Z R NI T, NP LRI RS RS . AL B PISK/AKL 38 % ] — 5 s LS R I
EHREEAMTOR), MIMF=AAWiEPE[56]. F 5 P H PIBK/AKYMTOR i #1157 5 s v] 51 ke 28 PR R
THRFERIE, AR R, IG5 A R IT VI A AUk i F AL o] B 28 PE R TR IE, 3% PD
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KERTFH AR RMER[57]. INERFFRER, 24 PISKIAKYMTOR X —{5 5@ K% S22 HHIN,
PN IR IE 51 R AR S 2 M I B A B 5 (58] . R B e A (59 i A FAT KRR “o%t” . “= 1
A7 SR RAT I, WS 2H 2 AR R T B A S A 1 R LA B PIBK/AKUMTOR Gl R A 148 1k, LA
PRI HLAT G PD 2 M OB BB . B RS R B R, PD KRFEAZIF PI3K. Akt. mTOR 4K
WAL Bt B s T HU5 4],  PISK/AKYMTOR B EKAH SC R A B R IA A FTBRA%, $27m AT R IEHT
PD 1 FH (B AT BEAE Ttk

8. GSDMD {E8i&8%

AL AR TR R BERS S R SO SRS IR AR T T 2 e TR T S AR SE [, DA HLIA R IR
HIE N, 5 PD ORKAEDI60]. MIMET RAMZEMIBEMKI T Caspase-1 2 i 55 P10 % (1 05
[61]. NLRP3 &1 /MAAA AT R R, HARS R AEMBETNE P, NLRP3 IS,
H SRRSO caspase-1 (18 AR V) FEIBEIM /3 1L-18 A1 IL-18 R MEFFHIF=A:[62], 51k 5 E K Ek
SN, FaE— B iE A Caspase-1 W 4IUAE T RBE/ iAEfLER D (GSDMD)HE H## N GSDMD-N K ¥
(GSDMD N-terminal, GSDMD-N), GSDMD-N ity i 17 345 & 4 i b me s, FERor /KL, 2k
FEAM KA, SR AMREE TIPSR B RRE R 1, AT I S ARE R R SO, (23 PD Kk
o EDHEEESLE T HEH 5 GSDMD 1E 22 f% PD AL, %R W 4t m] T GSDMD-N [
FI#ik, {8 GSDMD £fi# 5 GSDMD-N FIE /b, |40 fa T L R YIRS, LAIBYT PD.
HarHHEEZ5/E T GSDMD {55l #%, %1% PD MIFiaFBARE D, BFTEE— BRI FTRIRE .

9. FIEFMRE

Table 1. Regulatory effect of traditional Chinese medicine on primary dysmenorrhea-related signaling pathways

1 PEAMELMRBEEXESEENIBEER

IR

B 1R Bk LN A0 ER¥ER HHRAE 5 ZANR  SEIU

INRITEE
N BEE
AAS. HEA. T2, B-Raf]. c-Junl.

. BEIERAZ . PUEE. COX-2|. MEKI]. SPF Zife

ELILRTT s$hhEHEF. WER.  MEK2]. ERKI|. MAPK/ERK Wistar & fR L]
WL, ARAY. . ERK2). mRNA|
Mz, HE
%gﬁ%;ﬁ@i@ B-EPt . PGE21 .
ﬂfa& %Ua\ A PGF2al. MEKI], e R

R 2R K. P}3. . MEK2|. ERKI|- MAPK/ERK FEE I AR [12]
NHET. T ERK2|. mRNA|. PD &
s R ;ﬁﬂ TR PIL. RI.
I %t ? ' s/D)

NF-xB|. p65] -
B TLR4|. PGE2 1 . : I SD
HEF =A%, Kt PGF2a,. IL-15,. TLR4/NF-xB KH [25]
IL-18)
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TH HIFT
T3, PEE.
B DI /N TLR4|. MyD88] . TLR4/MyD88/  MEtE SD [26]
B B 7 s R, B NF-xB p65 mRNA | NF-xB p65 KB
M e
N L ST
4]
EAR KTt FH c-fos|« BDNF|. Tr«B|  BDNF/Tr«B \S/\'/Di;f fram [34]
e HEb . TRE L BRI NF-xB/ SPF Z 1k
e T N NF-B|. COX-2 COX-2/PGF2¢  SD K H [41]

PGE2t . PGF2al. ‘
4] J

B KTt =B ERK1/2, ERK/COX-2 2EF féﬁfﬁk 4]
p-ERK1/2]. COX-2| R

SR Ve —pH EP2|. NLRP3|. EP2/NLRP3/ WEPE SD
IR Kt =M= caspase-1] caspase-1 PN [50]
p-PI3K/PI3K .
v s p-Akt/Akt. PI3K/AKY HEPE SD
e Koo =PIz p-mTOR/MTOR Hfi mTOR KB [59]
I~ PGE2t . PGF2a|
PGF2a|. PGE2 1 .
PGF2a/PGE2 Lbfi |+
NLRP3/ :
v NLRP3|. caspase-1- W SD
. EHIE -1/ 51
AT Kyt =M= ASCL. GSDMD. ga;pDa'\s}leD R [51]
GSDMD-N|. IL-18].
IL-18

He ot e [P

LR EPTIR, 255 SR I R OS5 A BT A S AE R SN WTINEL, BN PD R i
PIRERER R, BB IREAKCE IR S 2 K, #rTRe S 8w i, BRI EE NS, K
HuifE 4z, AT R EEZ ST PD ) MAPK/ERK. EP2/NLRP3/caspase-1. TLR4/MyD88/NF-xkB 155l
PIBK/AKUMTOR. GSDMD “5AN[FIME S IB B IE AT RORG v 42, 20 1 32 008 0 1 4508 B o AH OC DR 1Y)
IR AT AR A DG T A RIA R SLH, b R HEDLAR . AR B Sem i Thee. oGE B ger.
T B P S . D TR SR, DLAR)EYT PD I H . s ERZ5%] PD AHOG(E 5 s
RS IE g, ILZ 1.

PD HIR RN E A%, B4 AR T2, InKH -G TBURBRIE & @R, R i iy7
RO IAR FH o« I EE 253597 PD A HAMRR 2 A 2k, H AT ERZ57E PD ¥R Y7 S8 7 T B 1
—Bei R, (HARSORIE KR EEZ5B5i6 PD B SCAAEAE T 2 W, %6, {ERiG PD e, r2E5
PR R IEAE EEYEM, Rho/Rho AH5¢H B iE i (ROCK) [63] % PGE2/cAMP [641(5 5 id i T iiF
B5 PD AEVICHEL, HHEFOCT R0 Fdil g sz m (i 7 i AL, XA KRB TFIRARR M E
LI Z —; W2 TR ZHEH7E NLRP3 & 1% /ME . MAPK. NF-xB. TLR4 555 58 P 2 R AH 5K (1) 18
B, CEDEI SR TR REDIRE. FETINISEACHE S, S THEAGEEZHTN. £
BRI, DL SGE RS 2 A RS X, FRAEEA BAE I IOGR, BRlk, ASkXS HARE 5@ PD 2
B R LA PD ARG SBR[ ) SR Rridt— PR 7t . LR, 4aioes DL EJd B )i 7t 32 B4 v
TR, S REEARIIRIRAF 7L . FAS S A E R IR BN, WA REHAR A WS,
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LUHLAR AR TV IR S HERE, R BTN [, AR AL A SR
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