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Abstract

Objective: To analyze the research hotpots and current trends of auricular point therapy for pain
based on CiteSpace software. Methods: The relevant literature about auricular point therapy for
pain from 2014 to 2023 was retrieved from the CNKI database, and CiteSpace software was used to
plot visual maps of authors, keywords, emergent words, and institutions. Results: A total of 1294
papers were included. The quality of articles was generally on the rise. The main authors were Li
Meijuan, Zhang Min, Wan Donghua, Yao Xiaolin, among others. The hot topics were auricular acu-
point bean pressing, auricular point sticking, auricular bean embedding, postoperative pain, etc. A
total of 9 clusters were generated to reflect the hot trends. Based on the results, the Longhua Hos-
pital Affiliated to Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, was the most productive in-
stitution. Conclusion: The bibliometric analysis of auricular point therapy for pain complements
and completes the field of analgesia from the concept of traditional Chinese medicine. Although do-
mestic researchers’ attention is constantly increasing, it is still necessary to strengthen the collab-
oration between institutions and authors in order to further develop the application of analgesia in
traditional Chinese medicine.
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Figure 1. Annual number of published articles from 2014 to 2023
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Figure 2. Knowledge map of author cooperation network
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Figure 3. Keyword co-occurrence network knowledge map
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Figure 4. Keyword clustering knowledge map
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Figure 5. The timeline view of keywords
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