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Abstract

Objective: This study aims to analyze the current research status and emerging hotspots in the doc-
trine of Warm Diseases using a bibliometric approach. Methods: Articles with the keyword “Warm
Disease” published between January 1994 and March 2024 were retrieved from the core journal
database of CNKI. Excel 2021 was used to visualize the annual publication trends, while CiteSpace
6.3.R1 was employed to generate keyword co-occurrence and clustering maps, collaboration net-
works of core authors and institutions, and a timeline view of research themes. Results: A total of
8874 publications were included. The number of publications exhibited a fluctuating upward trend
over the study period. Among the 4150 core authors identified, several research teams were formed,
though inter-team collaboration remained limited. Major contributing institutions were primarily
universities of traditional Chinese medicine and their affiliated hospitals. High-frequency keywords
included “Warm Disease”, “Systematic Differentiation of Warm Diseases”, “medication rules”, and
“plague”. The keyword clustering analysis identified 8 major groups, indicating that current re-
search focuses on Warm Disease theory, Systematic Differentiation of Warm Diseases, Wu Jutong,
syndrome differentiation and treatment, Ye Tianshi, and infectious diseases. Conclusion: Current
research on the doctrine of Warm Diseases primarily revolves around clinical application, data min-
ing, renowned physicians’ experiences, pedagogical reform, experimental investigation, and tradi-
tional Chinese medicine education. Topics such as infectious diseases, data mining, clinical applica-
tions, and experimental research are receiving growing attention.
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Figure 1. Trend of publication volume
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Figure 2. Co-occurrence network of authors in research literature on the theory of Warm Diseases 1994~2024
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Figure 3. Institutional co-occurrence network in research literature on Warm Disease Theory, 1994~2024
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Figure 4. Statistics of institutional publication output
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