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Abstract

Hypertension is a prevalent cardiovascular disorder with a complex pathogenesis, among which
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dysfunction of the central regulatory system serves as a critical contributing factor. In recent years,
acupuncture, as a non-pharmacological therapeutic approach, has demonstrated unique advantages
in the management of hypertension. This article reviews recent advances in understanding the cen-
tral regulatory mechanisms underlying acupuncture’s antihypertensive effects, with particular em-
phasis on the roles of key brain regions (including the rostral ventrolateral medulla, nucleus tractus
solitarius, and hypothalamic paraventricular nucleus) in blood pressure regulation. Furthermore,
it elaborates on the molecular mechanisms through which acupuncture achieves blood pressure
reduction, including modulation of neurotransmitter balance (e.g., GABA, glutamate, 5-HT, and nore-
pinephrine), suppression of the NF-xB inflammatory pathway, activation of the NO-cGMP signaling
cascade, and amelioration of oxidative stress. Additionally, this review synthesizes evidence regard-
ing the central synergistic effects of commonly employed acupoint combinations (such as Taichong
(LR3)-Quchi (LI11) and Baihui (GV20)-Fengchi (GB20)) and the regulatory properties of auricular
acupuncture. Current research indicates that acupuncture exerts its therapeutic effects through multi-
target and multi-pathway integrated modulation of autonomic nervous function, effectively restor-
ing the sympathetic-vagal balance. These findings provide novel theoretical foundations and clini-
cal perspectives for hypertension treatment.
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1. 53|

e ML 2 A R 6] PR P N S i R 1) 2 BB It e i 2 —, RO 5 AR A 4 R 4 1) R 45 Dl e 2R L 3
VIAHR . ARG 2500697 BEeA REhl L, (HRKIAH T RetEbERIER, IR R 24 ARUNIELY
JTIERAEE R o B RAE N BRI B L 85y, Ji I R € R T WA L B BA -7, 7
Va7 R BT KEIRRIE T CAESE[1] [2], £FRITiERese A SOREB L EKT, BS5HA8E
I FH B AT S 2 R AR R A R R BE . SIS St — DR B, AR ST T A AR R 4 I 10~20
mmHg. #F5K/% 6~10 mmHg, HJUFAM %285 5 &1EH[3].

AR, BEEMARA (U tMRL. PET-CT)MAr T A HOR IR FE, B 57 e I ) HRoRs AL
BN . DEIUREH, S g n i s G i Sk v AR A M X (RVLM) . JUHRAZ(NTS) A i = 55 4% (PVN)
SERBEMN X NG PE, A IEAN b 5T e, $] JORE SRRV A SO, AT BRI AT A e e 1, SBL ML
FERAIARRE o 1Ak, SATRCAR (AN ORI sl 7 2 PC XU ) A B 7 vd e B R E F i — 2P B 5 1R
R B RR

ARG T EF 7697 R B A RN 7, B E T 2R BRI PR S £ (R} 2= Ak 4
FRA KA TEAR BT 1] o I8 IS PR N BT R 10 2 2 RS I 2%, A B i I B AR VR 97 T RERT & A7

2. SILER PRI RIEE A
2.1, XEIFEREX

2.1.1. FERESKIRAESMUX
ZE i 3k 3t 5 ZMI X (Rostral Ventrolateral Medulla, RVLM){E 40 IfiL 5 145 (A% 0o AKX X 35, 7 4E 7
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S 7 T AR 42 5 SR 4 i 0 B P R HE D AR R [4]-[6] % XIS E 70 B B R ME RIE BARFAE,
b 2 3 ok A P (8] AMII A (Intermediolateral Column, IML)FAZ BT BT ZE 0, BRSO ME R R
DIaeissh. (HAVERRZ, RVLM B % 200 M8 X 42 58 b 2245 I B IR i S G R, a2k
FXAHZE R G0 A 5O MU ShRE R o8 “ B 5 iBER” [7]. BUAWF AR T RVLM 25 Il 1 45 ) 5 4% 25 2
ZIBPK([8]: H— RS NER R, WA T RIX - T EMAMUX - FERAX - T R A&
IMENMIZ-RVLM B Z AL 35, 1200 B 3 AU B IR R BT IR RO R (CRH) J2 P )51 55 p 42 JIk S
396 U T  RON s H O U VOB S, AR AU A % . IR AR AR 2 RVLM, %18
DA RR A 32 B2 5, HINRERHE S TR “JFBH B0 Byl BA B3 fA O . AR FE M
MRS, AR TS, A8 E Sz 4 7 AR b 2 b shidad B ik eh 2 A3 BN ik SE ek 22
1% NINH AZ (Nucleus Tractus Solitarius, NTS), £& NTS 55, FHMATMH A 4E 15 0 2 1 38 2 v I8 A M [X
(Caudal Ventrolateral Medulla, CVLM), 3 [fij i@ isb B e il 14328 53 (W1 GABA)YE A T RVLM 1) & /U
PTG, EAAMHIAS AR g, SELME A FUR BT [9]. X — KA 2 R T WL Dy B A4 R T T
e L s BT AR T 4 s AR AL T B A B A

2.1.2. IR

AR Z(Nucleus Tractus Solitarius, NTS)/E A M8 B FE MW 1T 1SS HHK, E4ERFT- 330 ik
J&(Mean Arterial Pressure, MAP)FR 2 H R 4 A 1T & AR AE FH o 1208% BIAMY th SR SOrI 8 &k 5 40
FE VRS2 W 2R DL RO I 2 AR A NS5, B B (0l 52 % P 4 220 ) 28 S B0 %) A2 S 20 35
BIREHEIZ[10]. MWAPEARS A ERE, NTS J& 2E8E 8 ME— RN [F] I AL BE 2 Flo IV HH X S E0 (B 36
OEE L MR KIS B E BRI FREEH . @WPPEE S, X5 B e 2 EmE g k%, iDL It
fb o A S IFHERS, TER— A TEBE M RIE N 2% o EAFE R, NTS R X AE A i 42 1 s AL,
HINRERHIE 23RN 1) 3@ ) A bk 22 % 1 SR S U0 P I 5 2) AE PR 22 3y ZR LIS 247 i R AR A s
3) JEd AR AR A T A KR TR T LR A E A 4) ARSI I AR RE ) TR 2 LT A R AR i
SEMA[11]e AF SRR, NTS it 84K 3Bk RS2 88 BB IR RS2 38 DL it 8632 45 1)
FENAE T, i R B SRS i i AE B A8 O AR BEYE FE N [12] 0 RpnMBEAS O 2, NTS IS AR5 I 1)
ER ARNRE )oY 2 B N (2] ) i € i (1WA =TT (A s 121 NS N ] = D S TRy i P B8
—AEFRHES R CRAAR” Bkt B RIS BV &, 9 AL 45 = 2 i FE PR AR 1T
VAN L 7 IR AR . KI5 1) ) 5 B AT 2 B0 NTS I 1 8 R A B 0%
BEMSEN AR WATRE Sy X — RINAGRA 7 FAT e ML AR AL AR, OB R AL ST+
T s 4% ) FR AR B I Fe R ft T AR I R

2.1.3. TEREEZ

T Fo 0§ % 5% #% (Paraventricular Nucleus, PVN) D4 A VIR DML E TR . BG4 Wb i 3 A1 A8 I
ZETR L ) R B AR S5 A [13]0 BARHRE AR 2E A UK B, PVN F R IA N-F5E-D- R A ZR(NMDA) %
PNV I TR R R 14] [15]0 (EARER ISR, I 7 AR S A Ab 22 H R UESE, NMDA %
AR B 11 T8 7K 7T B 4 S S ik LR AR AR T ShaS W, X —KIAE/R T PYN 25 Il 45 (1) 4 7 24
[16]-[18]o 7E L & A& FEHLEI T, PVN PIE % 41 K 7 (Pro-Inflammatory Cytokines, PICs)/K V- F} & .4
AN EZDRIE A R[19]. LIRS SR, PICs nl@dFE s EuE PVN M4 Je, RS Bk,
T -F 3P BT SB35 T (201 IRAWEFT R I, PICs it B30 n] 75 & % M 46 (Reactive Oxygen Spe-
cies, ROS)A B3 fin, - 1M 0% #% A -F-xB (Nuclear Factor-kappa B, NF-«B){E 5 18, £k “{¢ % K F-ROS-
NF-«B” IERGHEN, 1X— BP0 Re 2 80U R R 2L S i E LG [21]. 2588 FIBA[22] B SR i 7t
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BE— PR, RO SR R B T, PYN & R b R 5 2 AT RS 1o 3 5 o T R P R AR
S EPIRHRE . XL R IR T BATR w s AL AR, oA R &8T5 T 1 PVN JhRETR
HE 7 BRI .

2.2. #REZiERAGE RS E PHEE RS

e ML PR R A 45 5 22 P 2038 BT AR SR Dh BE LB DDA OG, T LA 43% BT (GABA L 5-HT)J
RN VEIR R (BERR . X ERFOLS R, SECBEMAEs i, A5 T

2.2.1. GABA g RGHIET(ER

y-2FE T BR(y-Aminobutyric Acid, GABA)E A X #H A 2R G0 LB MHIVEMZ 85T, 78 MR st R
FEE AR . BFFRA[22], GABA JEIE LR HLHI SEILRE 08 (1) 4001 i 5 5K 2 % /b Bf(Angiotensin-
Converting Enzyme, ACE)i&EME; (2) #i% GABAA fil GABAB 1A/ S IME 75K 1EH . (EEEE I,
TAAZIN GABA 2% 328 1 3 v $0 8] R ) S S2 38 S SRR, 3880 h R I R 9 R T A A8 R 22
e 2eAs, X — ML AT BE R e I 3 Y R 3K ([23]-[29] . BhASEIGIE S, B R M A i E K R
(spontaneously hypertensive rats, SHR)/MNili GABA & 35 35 [#1%, $&7~ GABA B8 RS D Aekets 5 e i & &k
I3 % UIAHIE[30] 6

2.2.2. AEEREERGHIEFT

AR (Glutamate, Glu) ML AE GABA (1AW & BT AN = FRIRTE A P 8] =4, 58 MK i F ) %
ARSI . BETCRBL31], Glu I IURAZ I A A2 45 SR 2 5 R A, HORE IR L AT S 20 5 1
PEORA o FRAE32] M AU — AR, T e Glu B OSP4 (e PR AN 2 2 AR A T Bl A A
B, RYIZMIX Glu RERNZTCAE ML R h B AR XA AT - 0 - ik rE S5 B2 FARH

R RIS .

223. 5-RERAGNSEYRN

5-$2 ()i (5-Hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) R 48 5% i@ id £ SRRl il & JE: (1) 3580 A &%
P (2) AR IS A B FIBIE AL (3) I T ALK AR 3L I U HE A A e 2% S Ut
A, RIA I B R | o PR 4 S N R [33]0 MR IR ALAR FE M7, 3% — I FE S “ HFAR AL K
AMLIEFEL” (95 BT s BLAT 5B A O

2.2.4. RS FRERGHIFEHLEI

M E IR 2 (Norepinephrine, NE)IE L HUE M8 ol 24451 ML Wk 4s, 258 in4hE Mg H
JIF AR [34] [35]. [RIET, NE @I B2 5250 M55 & Tk VR F X7 55 = 2R TR AT 3808 36] 3% F X i)
PR IL T NE REEMERARE PR E 2EH.
3. $RBH PR R EHLFH
3.1 HERARFILHE
3.1.1 DhabRiHEIRREIMRDEARN A

D RE MG IR A% (functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging, fMRI)E {5 H @& i) 25 08K . To Azl 0T
MALSEOLH, RO AT 2 HRARX ML 0 B B R T B (371 2 AR B RS i 2 57 i D) BT 3 X 3, 1)
BA T R AL B MG 200 . BF AR, 76O MU TR o R JE S BRI OB X 45 (1) BTF07H %
Z: MENRRIZEIX 25K I E R [37]. (2) &M M P M a5 2 W ks e it 0 i
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P EE38]. (3) M B AIRTHNHT R E : B SAM SO MG 3 B2 WIE[39]. FHAZ[40)1%F fMRI
FAR R, E R EC AR 7O I S S Far AN X, 2 i N RZ S S R, SEBGH I
JERIZ 2 UORTE o IR — R IR RAET 2 % 5 i R MK LR P2 AL T 2 AR 4 o

3.1.2. PET-CT E AR A {E

IEHFREWERHR - 1HEHLTZH i (Positron Emission Tomography-Computed Tomography, PET-
CTEARWG DI AR SR S5 BB e R4 G, BN, SR S RGBT A S
JERA[41] [42]. BEGFFORI: (1) EFRIKE T AN i = 552 (PVHY TR AR, o hE R R
FIK[43]0 (2) EPRIACHEERIIN N IR AEIRS, N GLUTI 223K[44]. (3) NIRRT 55 AR
AIEAE i DX AR 2, RS “ XA - iiAE SR R
3.1.3. RREANRE

BT EB AR (1) R AT VEEOE 5 USSR R T R 45 . (2) AR &
FA R PRI SRFAE o () BERIZSON I B 22 i X W [R) 4 o IR 8 R AN O B 2% B R AL BE 2 e 1
Frigdr, ENEGE IR BRI AR IR Bt VA R . RRWT AU 45 & ZRESHAEER, 2D
PR BT AR A MU D RE I X IR 28 AL

3.2. $tREERSFHLHIFSR

3.2.1. NF-xB R EEBBERBIEIER
%K kB (Nuclear Factor-kappa B, NF-xB)& 4% 4 iE S B2 IF G H A s N, H S B0s 5 v I (1)
RAREEYIMR . BT [45] [46], NF-«B {5 518 BE0E 5 0] 23 80 TNF-a. IL-6 S84 & K1 (1%
ik, i DUF UM SRR (1) AN ST i S5 AR A SOE . (2) SR AT
it Q) WRIMATHEME . SR T ER: (1) BEFRIE. #iit 7] 52 BEK NF-«B p65
mRNA FIEE A FRIEKTF[47].(2) IREH 7 = B AL S TLR4/MyDS8S/NF-xB {5 53l 4, M0 I8 ThfE[48].
X DN BT R BT AR B RN SIS AL T 27 2 T R .

3.2.2. NO-cGMP {5 SiEErYEY

—HEMNE - IR S (NO-cGMP)[E 5 R4t & O M HIE M EEiRE . NO @ik LU L R IER &
PERI[49] [50]: (1) BE- PRI STFRRIMLES; (2) FEAIIA cGMP /KF; (3) MHRESE FIRE: (4)
PR M-I ALET K XUHSE[S1RIBTFESS, FHRTIEL T NO-cGMP 55l , A Rl 52 a4
T REDeAT, SRIPE RN .

3.2.3. SHEHNSEER

AL S B TR — Rl Y S S PR LH RB R EDIR A, 246 ROS 2545 HA L= MIRER, 5l
PR IEH AR FR T RE o W FUR A BT RIVE YT T LASE LA ST A A BEEPE L T8> ROS =242, 1B REE S 1 ROS 15
BilRE R B F . DNA, MM 2 AR B Ri[52]0 — T5U5E IR A AR 8 6 o Tk 78 R B, @ik %t
il SHR KMo, 4 279 ANIERAN 20 2% 2 5 835 (il i 5 580 Bk, JORERINLE Py I SHREASE, o
CD4 R4/ 3R-33 MIBES 5 RAE R A RIBUR N, I 1T RESCONER R IGTT [RI7E (E #5531

33. BXHEBETHE

OFRAFMEHRV)RIEAN, FaoE . il R MR S, e E EME R g0EE, T UME s BVFY
ATIEAR AL ol 05 B B TR AN S P B PR RO 4RFR[54]. T WAL 73 B 96 5] S A M v I Fs £ 38 (1) 00 3R AR S
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P, BORJEURME R MRS A B WA T Re S, KR ERE S Ot HERE A OC[55]. £ 5t a5
WEFE A 2], EFRIsh TS, RIS RMMEIVE FATEE M Eiem g s, Hk, sl
MR, HEH LR, SN RS SR PRI LIRS, &R ATAE s, R T AR
RIS AP A O ML EE SN, AT L [56]

O AR 57 (Heart Rate Variability, HRV)/EAPEAS B £ ThEE I EESRPR, GE05 % U R A -1k
PRI FEDIRAS[54]. IRRIFFUE R, R M ) 1% 3 i A7 7 HRV FRARARRE M s, SRl &
AP ThRESZ B, HIX R ERE R S5 O Th REH M 2 5535 IEAH G551 AR 402 0 Fh AR AL 7] 8
WAL @R (1) SMEAR GEEE: SRS R~ A B, 2) TG ER: © FME
W —EHE—~ i @ oA, (3) FATRETER: W E R A L R R O S s
FAE[SO|RIRFFL B, EFA A T AT I8 R IR 2%, SEELK [ A ThRE R XU AT, TR E
A - WEMA T, IARIRRE LR M7 ROR X — ROUNEMAET 2R AT B D681 X HL 5
BT B SIGKE .

4. ;NIAE B HRBEEA
4.1. {EREAEHE

4.1.1. KA, phits

KMTAEARFARI, &I 2 RS0 R M E AL AR (I NE) “WERNPRZ, &8 T
MFE e, FFRH b 7O i R I Rl CGRAX « &lk) fa i IFE « LHa, Sk T8 MfEiT
e, 7R T - WA Gl Bt DR OG0 AR BRI R IR ZIR kB alinm il iF = — 5 <Mk
246, JE A AL X o X SR R R T RS B A R Dh ke it 1 ik
AR TT LR RO AL b A AT RIBZ0E 7%, a7 m i FAL ] 3 ZR e =
AT © K5 K ZS 20, KhREFRE, GRERKEEIE: @ HITER: BEMNS
M JEMEEH PR G ThAURR S MR MIAL 2 3. Kb 5 dhih Bl 2GRS EH: © BE
WECA: RIS KBRS : @ BB K@, iibErE: & ThREH kh: Bt H <5
WA @ LEAThAL SRR, PR SRR, BAE %2 8. DRI AIESE: © IR
FUALTN[57 ], TR 2 YA 9T v LA e B s R AN XA @) SEBR B AR B[58] [59], HLEFK
MOAEGE TS R - M EIKE - BEB(RAAS) RS BG5S RIRYT. 01 S RN 5 52 B 4
WSS Z BRI Ry © b IR AR W & 2 P05 Sl R [60] [61]; @ PR/NEAIATT JE K
P e I B BE R AR B R U [62]

4.12. BS. Rt

B/ TkWOES, 5 “gf” M, EPEEed, miik2HET R . Sk &S
W, FRRARHIAL F B MR AR R, RIECE SR RIEIRITE R . AE B RS R R T4
ML 220, 2 AW G B PH-P A i Dhak, 33 i Se s R A% . Rty Ol 2 /D BHARZ 25T,
S5R&HNRE, ffhznTgud it eg S, ~FAFE, RS, kBB BARHT LR A [63],
PR E IR RE SR A A 2 T Re, SO B M ay, GRIERREE - ORI AL (AR I R 5K, Sk
DU ERCR . AR, ZORRETT Sk R R LR R GEFIEIRAE AN, SR - S5 S ik i
Wah /1% [64]. BB FHERMZ 8, Rab UK B B L% 51~ 7, PR T B
IR RS, WA IGRSEERUESS, FREFRIBOX AN RS PRI M & M, o8
MmEKS, REBEFIEEEK.
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4.2. BE7OETHHE

RO F 97 32 ) B AR o SO X, BERE T B AR ThRE, S0 &l R, AT
B K. o, B 0™ XM AMOIETEE, A 702, @K I A< Z/ER .
RO AT S O BE D REIRAS AR O A R G A7, I I = A R AR TR AT 308 X R AME YT
TRREAZ L, ST PSRRI BE B R, AL T AR C ISR BB AT . L AL,
Ay FRE T 3EE K Sl AT IR A, aliE SR IETE KA
BRI R NAL R, BAERKIE . BERAANE . S E LIRSS . $ R e, B P
FERER ety BRIESEVER . GRS, BT A EMERemER . &EMERY, BT
FER B AR A B AR o 0 5 B &S, RIEKKAHGE BIFHAHR IS8 LA ESCEH, i
VIS PRI 2 Tha[65]. B o ds sl #i S0 B p 42 R G I FE SO 3 SRRk aE SR IR D A
AT 7 1) 8 45 1 PR R F [66] o

5. Wi SRE

AR, B RAENAEZ YT A i LR IR T R AR AR 3, Lm0 A, 2 Im B 1 TP AR R
MU SRR R RN, Ay L B AR AR T T R A TR % . A SCERR IR AR I, Fodid 1 T A
B Sk S AMI X (RVLM) IR AZ(NTS) T Fr b 2 55 4% (PVN) S5 O HE A DX ARpTE P, 24 I 408 ot 2R A7 (i
GABA. AR 5-HT %), il NF-xB & AEMES, G NO-cGMP {5518 EE, JFotE A MM ECRES, M
MK R A8 - e & T, SEOUME KRR e . seah, s FA Ry - dih, &2 - Rth) FIH T
ST RME R — B 1658 T AT R IIIRAIT 2. XS R IAUNE 6T m iR 7 RHAK S, oA
H P R 45 A 10 TT RIS AR A BE e 1 kA

SR, AT AR — L /IR YE . B0k, ZHWUHIRTE L T2, IR AR A 2
Ko wg it — D IT e m R R ARG AR RIS, I8 UEET 7 i A T s LA B LR 7 k. ik, BRI
W RIS (W, SREE . IR R TE G —hritE, MEIRIT T RITFRIRER . I, MEp4F
FAR @ MRI. PET-CT) R SRR T4 5 B XSS B, AE L2l A 3 I 2 B AR AT TS T RN

K2, EFRIGYT I B TR RS ML TR TR IR R R AT S R 2RI AE, IR
PR BN, AT N R RIBT A TFREE 24, UM ER1E .
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