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Abstract

Objective: To systematically review recent clinical and mechanistic studies on traditional Chinese
external therapies for rotator cuff injuries (RCI), summarize evidence on efficacy and safety, and
propose directions for standardized application and future research improvement. Methods: Based
on previous clinical trials, retrospective studies, and reviews, the application, efficacy, and safety of
external therapies such as acupuncture, electroacupuncture, small needle-knife, tuina, and topical
Chinese herbal medicine were analyzed. Results: Most studies have shown that external therapies
of traditional Chinese medicine can significantly relieve pain, improve shoulder joint function, and
act synergistically with rehabilitation training to promote recovery. Conventional acupuncture ex-
erts analgesic effects mainly by improving microcirculation and modulating inflammatory path-
ways; electroacupuncture combined with rehabilitation training may offer certain advantages over
rehabilitation alone in pain relief and functional improvement. Ultrasound-guided small needle-
knife therapy can release adhesions and alleviate pain, with serious adverse events rarely reported.
Tuina and topical Chinese herbal therapies also play a positive role in functional improvement. Con-
clusions: Traditional Chinese external therapies show notable analgesic and functional benefits in
conservative and postoperative management of RCI with an acceptable safety profile. Future re-
search requires large-sample, multicenter randomized controlled trials with long-term follow-up,
and standardized intervention procedures and reporting guidelines.
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JE MR A AR AL B MR IF R AL, XU WL R ILRL R /ISR L TR % A T B8 1 98 RE Bl %, 51 ke
JEEBEIR S B PR SSER . & WIS EHE X E AU 28 . JB W Rt 5 A 1iF 2R i s, mIEL
JBRATIEZNSZ IR . RN 248 5 IR R, e H AR 953 E B T RE. EHRE, R AR TE
JE I HE L) 17%~41%, HEEFBIK 2 B[] 50 2 PL BRI BB R L0148 25%. IfiR
BT B AFARGEFRBE, FRZHTHREES, NS B R IE R EE RS
NE PEMAFEMBARIFRER TEELR: ERPEFINAREZEHAN, R, HEESHET
EEWE RN TS RE S B — T B0 SR . N RGAGNIT J LA DGR, AR SO R R AME
JTIRR YT R AR O ek R AT iR
2. BB ER

HEEZ R M AN “REUE” “BORE” “HifE” SEVERE[2], WA BRTRLEE, HEZOET
LRI EAPEITEC BB SR o RS YA RS A P AR . EEIBL AR N
F eSS, ARBREEES, WAL, BHETE, BEIRKTRR, “ARMRE" [3],
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BNIENR, FMEEN . FIBHZZE, ImIKE “BIEIE. FREM. BN . —AREFH S0
(LETBE AEAEL, B HEE), HABCILR . KRR, IR A e, BORE. EMR “F
REARSE S SRBR LS BN EL: ALEE 7R WAL, A5 XGRS, —#F28, BU8
WANGE T A 5L RIR, AR . R IK. 95 R AR, IR R DUXATERAEL, UAIE . AT
BT R AR DU RS Y S, T RER T SRR ITEAS . T2 IR IERS . ARG I 94
SV S AR AR O BRI . BURSR JEE I S I B AN SR AT L SRR, IR R S8R HE
. RSN RRREINGRO A, DISCE AR ST (et - A i D Re

3. §RTE

ERRPTORAE N ERRSR TR, R IR 5 A4 M LI R I B BT, RAABURAY). &
FLES" Al 5 B IIGR IR R A A AR AEAG SRR i E RIET SR TR AR S R JR I I R 3
HIEERENUN RS RSB AW RAES, SorxmS R R RescE R A IS, ZaetkRiy. A
P2 B 5 PR R RS R AT R D A L JOAE PRI 5 R AR P A LR A 9K [4]

3.1. EASRIAT

FOETRIGTT 2R 8. BB B, B RS BRI R A7 RS K5 TR
A ARG, DL RS, EM b AT E 7 B PURET R, ET R i IR
BT JOR (8- P MR o o O 55) SR OS2 Ak TG TN AT I 1) 5 5 R R B T R AR N [4]s TE—TLAH
M5 BB NI T I AR LSS R, B R B RIGIT G A REE IS, K BF BRI A RIS HE
R SRAFEE N, RER: S RFEGEEUHERITE 3 A, 6 BB IAIRIT (VAS). 1%
IR R MEL(PPT) B el jE B 2H W2 2% B0 (P < 0.05),  JA XTI hREVEr IV T X IEZH . &8 12 AR, PI4HTE VAS
5 PPT L% 7345/NP>0.05), {HEETHAEWEr FEF RV B P <0.05) [5]. HILAT W, 45728 whiti i
B IRSEIRTT PR R AR O . s B ORTTIESh TR . (REURIRE . MAh, T RGBSR R
5 A e T BRI, IINET RIGIT AT INRYE A 1 A I AR e R ThREWR R . RSB
W FAFAE R RS, AREH RAE A —Fh e A Eom . BRAE SRR YT 72, 78 i 4 R 3 Dh RE ik &
BB BER . 286k, B RIGIT B M5 /8 AL AT B G458 S50 I8 551 B BRI AR AB 34 4]
RAER T+ AR EFNLAN - WU - KT E S TheERE. WIGKRAEN S, BERMNJE BT 1R
WIT TR, MR R oK 5 R R B A RN .

3.2. EHATT

FLEHG YT B RN A, BAEBMIEMA RS, WA R RAEES, R N IR R AR YRR
e Bihn, —IRE AR T B A BE R B AR B AR5 B R R T REII RS, WESRANN T 97 KB
WG, FRIE N BGEUF B2 W 82 4 (B 52 FEL AT B A R BR) AN IR (% 2 H IR B 45) . &
TR, HENE BEHARESGEE XTI 7 R AR AR [6]. Seoh, BFZ=E B 7 HEME
BEEFARE B IR IEIT R R BN, JE48 W AR 22 M2 A naE 8 o Th RS Ik &2 75 TH 1A S [7] -
3.3. §t71ATT

ANEFTIIRIT (BT TIMTARALET T)) B BIRA R BAR , 15 B e 7 (5 75 X _E UL A5 % 1 R TRIBRAE) AT
HilER], BIEMRPREE - % - BIEIES RIE. WE RGN )25 s T HFARR AL S AR
515, RFREHES 28], —DiREN IR SR, UIE RS S NE IS Esh ERE( 3d 1
W, 2 F)BCH IHES B 2 PRSI (VAS) . #1215 Constant-Murley 145, FEERMTERR b BRAK X _E L3t
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TR, SRR XA AL S N MEAE B B AT B AR 9] Sy ImARHIE TR, A 513 RS R AR &/
FHTVEAL G AT R EREIRER A « 08 RSB, R “HHT) + TS 1 JORE S N ) 5 T REK R T T AT
REFAVMAIEIA[10]. L TFAMB T I, ZHEBETHRTEPHES AT V], Tt PamAR
JE PRI HEFRAT IS FE K o A P B ARG BT 0 T2 FE AR S R T i T NUE D s X 42 B K
REELERIVE G, AP ARBE OV E S HIK[11]. Skt drm, EAMEX “miniscalpel-needle” f) %4t
ERAPERA RS DURRL WO, PRI ACE T L, R ERAE SRR 5 S B Tl — P B XU

3.4. ¥k RIETT

7RI RPN o (= % = SN 1| /Ny 1= N L e s 7 NI o 3 /182 W S R oo [P g S S S ) = i
DIt AR, SR T BT A R  PRETER G OCTRA SR L BHfI + TREFSERRIRET R TFE, AR
B R RIS S DhRE T T A RAFIRIR SR . WEAE[12]T 2021 4 1 H~2023 4F 1 AERE P EERE
JET “UVET I RERA G TT 557 B SR b0 R O 7 9T, 68 1 B F B2 INUT oy I 2, % 34 . &5
REIR, SCIRAECTESIE. VAS W4r. UCLA fll CMS i¥4r. 5-HT fil PGE2 /KP4 T lize, H
HRFRERIC (P <0.05). WAFZ[13]F 2020-2021 EikHL 60 48 whiifh B, KA 7R
NIBTT B (FET G RS BIAR) 5 X IR (B4l T BIAR), BRER Lk, 708 LI7HE. 3L 297, A
JTH B RE N 93.33%, XA 76.67% (P < 0.05); HiRyr e T4l VAS W4 T %, CMS 45 7.
1% PGEz+ 5-HT /K°F &K T XHRL(P < 0.01 5L P < 0.05). FKHFLZ[14]T 2021 4F 1 A % 2023 4 12
FAETG 2 T R R B dseif 120 418 #ldin 0 B8, 1B L BT 230240 o BAZH (BT ) 5 F P (BE ) + 24T
% 60 fl). SRR, 1. 2 FETFH4UEMmIEME T X AL, UCLA VFo s TX AL JaIr4Rnt, +
TRAE R THTE . JEf, B2s. WU SMRMAERIR T XA (P <0.05). HIREFTRM, JIEH iR
FEMBCA RTRA SR . ST + VRET SRR R I TR0 B A0 400 (0 B0 « 5 3 P s S5 ThRE IR &R 7 T LA
FRAVER - {5 B 2 B0 A DL Oy ANREAR ., JEHAIRBEVI A £ . RRAITIFRAFEAR. 290, K
BE T I BERL R T, DARE— 2D U0 E T RO R AR o
4. L

HEEITIRR CUR EEIEN . S25 A UlNES FERY, GBI AERR R AL AR 4%, BET, REs

g PRI SRR T G T SN ThRE . 758 s e T, 2 DLUBOR B RN 5 261 ik
H, HEEZ. B L IREFIERIRES S5, W7 SO ST U NN . 2 4% i A
fill, FE4FE AL LARE . 1% ST, UBEAS. WA, BUANLA. oL imsh N E 1. 1
JEMARGIRTT W SAT AR USRI SO0, B A R B ml IRETFIELILEERS
BT, WMIARER S IR RO . BESEISPT R BT, # 64 B8 M AR J5 B3
SRNFEIMERL “QRGSHEE + FER” WA BEHEARE 2 M. 6 ME3ANH, BREASHSH
VAS ¥ 51K, CMS 5 UCLA ¥ iy, $&n& N E SHEEA B TR 51288 DhRe k= . #2055 [16]
AN 52 BIMENE B M B, BENL Y N “HEE” 5 “HEE + REIIZG” WA BT )5, BA4 VAS &
FACT XA . UCLA B & T A, SRR E(P < 0.05). a2 F[17]Lh 152 Hi8 1% )8 #habi 1
X%, BN N “HEET 5 i + REIIG ; S5ERER, G AICTThAEE 0 e A e A s A
(P <0.05), HE/nHESENLA A B Al sy o4 R .

5. RESNRTTE
ERFASEFAIEE Y, 2SR DUEZRCEDL) - SN - 2o =ik s, JRE 0 a).
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FA SR I - B AR RN ZREC &, TERR “iRiE - 2% - A" K — & igie, MMESUm AR, fedt
BALU 5 DR

5.1. RHEZKATT

2 TE IR YT (TR ) AR AR B S N R S, W 5 TAE . ThRR VIR ERA T
JE AR PR B S DIRECE - RPF . IRAR T AF 18T R BENLA IR BT 78, ¥4 68 /8 Ah#nidis B 73 N
Maitland SET5FA B AR X EZH 5 Maitland + 25 BT, ELSHRIT 6 . 4R R, HAREALERER
94.12% >70.59%, H.JGJ7 f5 )8 %1740 /T 8 158 e N EiE 3 L« DhREVE 73 00 T 0 R 40 s fLiE SP. PGE:
AP R T X AL (3 P < 0.05). FRETE. R ISSR[19] 458U 4 Hh s AR vE FH T J8 Al 4 1 1 PR i
iH, fah P2 ERIERAE NEHANA TR, SR, MR, CURIEEA N E v, ERR%
fiff 5 9% Dy e B0 T T ARG R 55 T RER L R IR 2000 H B 245 VR 7T B Al 5 IR 5T o FR AT 4R
G MRVE R ELEE T 2 FEAAE N 2 MO R TR MR AR IR T S RE B, T REFE SR
Wt iRt 5% .

5.2. REHMEGATT

HHZNEERTT 2 I TR ECE B G R IKI B, TR HE. B IR a7 S P2 8 BRI B 46 2,
BRIk RS OB, B LR “Hir B Ia) 7 o ZEBAE 2145 T R 25 K 28 B R B 4\ 2018 4
1 7% 2019 429 H 80 Stk B s hi 0 B, BENL MR ENZRCH IR, n=40)59 25580 + vk +
WIS (T, n=40), T2 MHJE, WA R ZE 92.50% >75.00%, JHITTMIE P e/ J5 1 JE s
HIFEHN T REL, H VAS K. UCLA H (I P < 0.05), 7R ANEE S & B n] 2 0 o F
B ST DI RE o HEBRIESE[22]% R 2 AME IR YT B AR AT SRR, TR AR PR IE 48 H AN v
SMNEFB, R R, HEE SRS ARG, ERIR SRS IR ST DAL S 77 TH & — B
WEIRESS, R FEFEE i — P IR KR -

6. RESRE

DA ImRIT TR, DL St IR ). HESETE LR 25808 A& AR
BRAMGTE, 5B MR R~ RTT MR G R, BEAARENS AN FIRE LR A . DR R iE S 5 2h
fg, MEARKMED, BA 2N E . Hrh, R (a0 AU ) B A LA R I SR
2l R R R I BV BRI SO AN Dh BE O RUR, WTRRALET T /INEETT B TTBE I IR A S5 e G s e 5 A IR
FIEEN R R A SCER VERRR « R S [ ey A — e s, N iR, HESGREI%
Jerh 2 B AR S NN SR g e . SESRAL AR Bt AT Rash IR T i kb 78

T BIRUESE, WmRSEE T ATYIE SR 0 RIS B 6 DUR AhVURE 58 R L  rh BEAR 20
ZEONTE R BNE R SR B, AR R AT (B R R B & AL BE R N 25, JEAERC & 2540 &
7RI (B VKB LA R PR AR 28, SPRRR R . AR AR « 1 FENE ) sk e W] B BRI IR TR T
BORRAEREVESOTE W B, PRSI L R G R LA b, A SIS WAL ET T /N T
A RS T B RA RO, DURAL R B 723085 . IR PRI O JB R ThRE s xR M4 ARG
W EAEZ SRR EHER N, M IISI NG CE S . TR B KR 25 A AMBEEE BT T, 4353
MR WAHS AR ST REE . fESbIEal b, FIas & XIS 5 RS A R
R, ROGIEATRES “J8\EE”  AMIFE DT h25iE MR ANG S, DR R - REERRY - e 4
AR EEANA R AR

i RN, H RO SRR AR RE AR S /N BEDTIN IRV . 7 RPN A e — K AN
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TER R Ti%, WM &AMV FEE S E 2R, JFamtt Z e tE SHURIAT T, DA S it = 2
EAWHELT A15E 3% _EIRVILIRTT BE AR .
B oW

FEAZAMBEEIRE T, 58 7 225 FHEREBOIRT 53 R R T 3 B3R 2 i
(] 27 s B0 IR o R T R 7R R R o PR J I ot B AR I 2 st S AR AR R A 8L SCRRI e K i
MHEZRVC T4 THRIL AR S, AN B EINARSE . R A5 [R] IR AR e 2 B B s = B
FARBHE I R F AR R, 25 kR R R S & thsh, B A AT 2E 2 H A
EEAMAVE SR AR U IR TR, ARSI T R EEARTR SRR, &)a, FTAX
O 5 SRR AR RS 5 H RS R
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