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Abstract

Major depressive disorder (MDD) is a prevalent mental illness characterized by a prolonged course,
high recurrence rate, and significant impairment of quality of life. Current first-line antidepressants
suffer from delayed onset, multiple side effects, and suboptimal efficacy, underscoring the need for
novel therapeutic strategies. Recent studies reveal prominent inflammatory features in subsets of
MDD patients, with microbiota-gut-brain axis (MGBA) dysfunction and its mediated neuroinflam-
mation recognized as key pathophysiological mechanisms. Acupuncture, an effective neuromodu-
latory therapy, has gained attention for its antidepressant effects via MGBA intervention, represent-
ing a promising avenue. This review synthesizes the potential pathways and recent advances in ac-
upuncture’s regulation of gut microbiota and barrier integrity, suppression of peripheral and cen-
tral neuroinflammation, and restoration of hippocampal neuroplasticity, aiming to inform clinical
translation and preventive approaches.
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1. 5|18

FIABYE(Major Depressive Disorder, MDD) DA 2 T 15 A B AH 28 AV% « SR IRlR AN PRI Sl 2R A% O RFAE
WA R, BACE. BYERZAE TSR, R E N ] LA R AAT A MR A BRI B A BUR
I SR, FIARRE 5 BT A iR P R A dr (YLD 7.5%LA b, ghdhaai R 7T i i 4l
[1]-[3] BT, PAHIISHHEE N R 2 & — 2iayT ik 8, AHAAEERE . AREARmAAR
RN 2R RYE, 290 =02 —EEIRIT RO AVE, IXRL M) “ Bl BRI Toik e e iRl
AIE 52 2% R 3 AR Bt AR (4] (510 [RIG, MK 0 B A 3 2400 AR TR 2 HVAIE 1 AT MLk B T TS s 8 sy
AU I TR

AR,  “HERRERBU” W, TIRHEREIENE . REE SRR AS 2 FARAE I A% o BEAFAE 2
—, UHBE MR “IAEMEIAD” B F WA R RILTE AR H[6]-[9].  “HED - I - fnkh”
(Microbiota-Gut-Brain Axis, MGBA)EE 8 1ML, T2 H X 28 hE R URSE B 7 A8 MERE[10]-[14] 1XFRB
NN, EMARS KA R E . . NS BRI R E R AR TRE.

B RAE R—Fp o B Rt FE T A 2 N R ST, HAE AR VA T R A R T AR B 2 T
Ji B Meta 73BT IRIESE[15]. —IURR T (LEEZESREMEITR) (JAMA Network Open) (1) 7 4t [5] Jili
1 Meta 434, FEG9N 64 TRFAHLNT FERLSANEIT 6000 4 B3, FHAE 1S UESLer 7% A0 LU R & T sE T8 A Rt
BRI EAR T, Heet RIF[16]. 2O ER, A2 T IHEERE &R 8 A (2 = B ST36)1E
RIS “IRE 7 (VIR ZHEA RS DR E VI R[17], X5 MGBA Bt & E—3. I8
IR, SRAE R IERR . BEIE R R IFRE R E M AR ERE[18] [19]. Tk, A BAE
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ARG RIS R MGBA KAEFUIARE FH B SR, 45 & o I PR UE S 2R 1+ Fe A2 N A 4
1A

2. YD - B - Bddos B ZE HDBNE RO TR IE(E
2.1. BERESKESINARE

WEEYD - W - IR R T I E WA SRS . KRBT FUIESE,  SIVAILE 28 A T8 B 45 4 2 I
FHI “RI” (Dysbiosis)RFE . — U0 LA A 7T 1K SR GE LRI LR 4508, VAR AE 835 10 Ml 1 1 A 22 R A ol
BEAR, LA E T (AN ST 1 R ) (sl 5 3 5 VK K T PR3 2 B0 — B B [20]0 AR T & EL R,
R ESE H (W Occludin, Claudin-5)#4 sl fiiE bi b, BCOLIEETERE N, B “fade” (Leaky Gut)
(217 IXALAGANEE PN 35 3R 2 HE(LPS) 55 RAE TS W75 UL 27 i 52 40 1 I BE BE N ARDEIR, 518 — Pk on “ 4K
RN RER IUGE " BRAS[22]0 LPS ARJu— a8t A5G 70 T, REMS WG 1 S e 20 i (L
YHNE)R I Toll #3244k 4 (TLR4), BEMIEGE Nl NF-xB 5 RAE(E Sl 7S KR RAH T8
G BRETUAFF SR ARBER 2 S RAEIRAS[23]. KB Meta 70 ol BRE MR B, SIVAIAE 28 2 L
TH P2 AR 2 57 (1 CRP, IL-6, TNF-a0) i 1 0 25 i T HENME, MR 1 IR Y 2 B PR ORE ™ R AIE
[24].

PURAE 1 RS T IVHIE (35 I i R AR -

Table 1. Alteration trends of common gut microbiota in patients with depression

=1 MEMEREENERRFE LA

PR B A=k FH AL SR
F6HF B & (Faecalibacterium) > FARIERE RT3 20E [20] [21]
5 K [ B B (Prevotella) B hn BoE LPS BN, (RN S RIE  [20][22]
RUE B &8 (Bifidobacterium) i 55 T8 Bk, SR £ T B [23]
FLIER K & (Lactobacillus) AR 5 RS G N, MRS AT N [24]

22. REFESHPREESEIME

AN 98 REAS 5 32 238 i R V0 3 (O P w110 40 M DR 5 e s P I e i) AR o 2038 I (RK B A 2
P NEFYEIE RN JORE(S 5 3 B AR S IR RN oM AL 33 2 K, 5 R AR JORE[25] [26]. Sy AR1E AR R
JIRVIE o PR (X, A2 12 B FE A O (X o RF SR A0 JORE TR B3 2 4 Ll AE g D & R R
(AHN). #EKhf B R(LTP) SR b nl MM AR, R ORBh (SR i) B #h4 B 1 R R E IR IB % 578 AR
W, A FEMAITCINREZAR9] [10]. EZEMZT, K H ENIGMA B FRFEARMZ AR 50 FUIESE,
PSSR B A7 AE 0 2 e T R AN R 6 [ 27], TR LI 5 5 R A g 2 58 SRS i X 1Y) T B Pzt SR LM 3R
FLIRZAS[28] 0 3t M izl 21K 19 N AATESR 85, FERIASL T 384 - W — i 26 R 72 400 A1 Al 975 B8 o (4% 0
HuAT

3. HRIREY - B - A ET LS
3.1. FTBEER S £ S RE

BRI - T - Wi T U0 AR R RS R R AR 2EsE,  SEIRRT SR I EE ST36 26X
37 e % 2 Y S A 4 ol TR R R DT I2 RS2 4R I T B IR 29] [30]. AE NARBITTTH, BRI HIARAE R
EHEAESE MR R, HET 70 ThRedE B M B0l T /E ] S 2 EsE . — AR T (Cell) BIBURLRA
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SR T B AR ST EAHEAE A, R Mm@ RS, X Ol B R SR BT B T R LT T
S G YRR T IR ST B SERE[3 1], BhAh, —TEN N B RUB ST R RGN A Meta S HT R,
HLEFREAT U B MLIE Y TNF-a Al 1L-6 S5 CHE(E R AR 1 /K-F, IESE 1 A N R 98 R
[32]. WpK I, ZIEENLN BERIR(RCT)M Meta 4T RoR, EFRIES 29007 IECRE 10 208 5 —
238, PUEREHIER 2R (HAMD) W4 535 B K. i, 2024 41— Meta 3 #7449\ 20 Tl RCT #1 1376
Y, SR EIRE R A HAMD R4 BRKE © 3 (RR: —1.63, P = 0.0002), Z4&PEHm[33]. B WLt
O RCT UESE, HETESATHZ ] RE R IHEREE 2, FBIRE R, [FN SGE AR EVKTF[34].

3.2. HiEREMZERE

TRE P22 il 5 K A B RN R R B R B o — UK R T (Nature) ) BLER A A 55
M e A E R ERBOR, G AR R 1 RIUS R g JUAL(5 R = BIX U S0 e ksl “ 2k - Bk
JR” Bl () S A A R SR R (18] RO HLRIE TH0E T “IREE DT 4@ ” (CAP). — MK ET
(Nature Medicine) WL — DR, FEMREMS @ IR R EME, HMK 2 E (G 5 kM 2 S %
KE SN, SR IPTR N R TIEMT A4 - S m BRI [35]. AENfART, (OB RYE(HRV)Z VA
HEMA KPR EEEAR . — TR EE 22 T RCT M RGVEN I Meta 0 HTIESE, £F R A B E5em 2 FhE
PR T BFH R HRV, R H NI E w2 HA B E0E ROV [36]. IARIESE o, HEHEARE
AR —FE, 78 2023 SEM—I0 RCT 1, £0X) 74 BHVALE R, FpE HAEFAAE 3 A A BEUIRPRER
CERRIE 46% FIBLAL 13%, P=0.02), HZ4MRIF[37].

3.3. BEEREMRERT BRI S a4

EREERZ, REMAEE S8 B R AR 2 O IHR, B B E A L, R
TR REA—. Fln, KT BRI ST 18 LB 2B AL EA B 7 P AR AR il o IXFhAS—3K
P I A 87 PR o ) L, T S R T AT TR N E R et . R AIASE A (1) WAERRE AR & IR
RSB, AFNER., FFE LS Y 6 SEE B EA TR, R AP 2 YA & 5t e B2 2508
TEFRE38]: (2) 18 EAMERS IR R 2 B9 B S, tnika >R R B A s M s A IR R 2 —[39],
AERFRNFERREER TR S SRR T BENEZERE; 3) A TEZREREZESR, MRS
WP EARBRAEYE RO WTRERATA AR, E]FEm i 2eas R39]. Kk, EMEIA SCaker, o
AL ME R HR Y a8 ML T 1 5 ANBRRFAE, RRAOTF L V) 75 B KRR PRI £ Hhb i 50k
VBT X B8 ]

4. $HRFBEOHNMZEEER
4.1. SHER SRR H)

BRI T AT TR IS . DS, AR RS T /NG
FR 3 FE A A NLRP3 S M (— RSB 4 40 52 4 06) S SRR O I, KI5 T O S R
Hi[40] [41], TELIERE E, R AN B35 EIRME B LM BT T IR 2 2 74 T (BDNF)H
15, RS R, HAIERE N RIRARM AR, NEZAZ e n] KR E[42]-
[44].

4.2. ANEHEZRAGFIEE
IXSETE B YRR Y Fh A 2 B OIS IR, B X AE FAICRE 2 1 R 222 O A2 39 A ] S0 2 14D i XXl
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BIOIREE . XM NP ARFTA, N R BUIAR BN AR AL 1 52 M I B ) i R IR 3R

BOHT H I PRBE AL BER G (RCT) N 2 A 3R BRI T ML SR AL T BRI SCiE . Biltn, 2024 £ —
TiZ 0 RCT £FXF 120 44 HFEHIAR B, H B WEF 456 SSRLVEYT 6 Jl, 455 BoRiGyT 41 HAMD V57
TFE 9.6 43 (X IEZH 4.8 47, P<0.05), H fMRI &5 RILHER 7 SORIE DI REERL R Z b, X FeREtRal
Aeid i T 2 A S-HT M R%, KEE 5SS DRe% VISR SR [37]. —Dikk
TRAEYD - W - TR B B IR PR SO SR, RS 26 5 AR 3 T R0k 85%LA b, AR s
T TR RAEAR EKF, FHIGINAE 28 6 52, 271 5-HT A1 BDNF /K~F[45]. X1, 1T IE AR5
(1 J5 PRALFEAE AR B/ bR A AS R AR U R 2R, AR TR T J B AR 22 o0 k6 DABGHIE FLT 2% [46]-
[49].

5. StRTMHRRYE: WNHARBRESE R

JERERIFESE TERXS “HEAE - i - il ” KR R g mm g7y, HoZuEme2, 4
RTTA G A B R AR VE R RE . RIS B 22 573 AL AR 57 1) 0 WU S AN R F e 4 2R
A ETFJE R OCHER, o2 X ATHLH T I %O PR

5.1. ZHHEE R EORHLHY

R IFAE—Fh B — IR 2, A2 RO BE OB T BRI R S 2, T R AE LB (EA) T,
AR T PO R T S5 AL o o 440 T % (10 AT AP A 0 3 S PR RE TSR A e ME RS . Han J. SB[ 50] BTl
PEWE AR R GRS T AN FAE B I 22 AN . — i R T TR Z AT ( Anesthesiology ) HIALEL
ZRIR, RGMEHLESE TIX— R ARSN(2~15 Hz) UEF 32 X022k o i AR Py E AR RO RE T8, 17T 7 43100 Hz) L
BEIN AR R MR R, BT A E R T w/o-B v S AR AN we-Fi] B 32 4%, TS 1 AN R i i 22

HESEEEIRIE
X — JE PR T R T AS R A AR BE S AR R AR R M b ¥ 2 %, Rk, 4IRATE
CERANFEINERIERT AR, A AFEIL BN S, mESHE S RIAE T “4HR”7 , AlRgs FEO

BURI AR B 140, Bk TE RO 2 EBE2M 1R R 48, 1055 — WU RBLE 82 | 5-HT R4, X
P22 7 W] BEFFAR IR THLHIA S0P &, 1A DOE R B R A F TS RKRIIZRR R Meta 734718 V) 75 255t
NN FE (R R S RO AT AL 0 A s 100 S BRI 7 00 7 SR B bt 2 IR TE L R € S B BRI

5.2. NFFRIEHE R SHERRIF R

ORI AE” 5 RIRIBAREE AL A e RN, AT RER A% L, B BUACRE 2 B0 O A 5
RAEASCRAET R = B (ST36)%% SIHAL R KA, (IR S b R R AL R AR
PR ZH o2 Tl R - B - i P AR R s BTN . HE R R R SR SR A A

AR, MBI B2 BOR BRI OB AL Ry R SR TR . — TR T (Nature)
BRI, MR R RERSEEOR, FERHERZ: 1 RGBS E X (B ST36)AEMg il R i “ 7
B - XEAE - B R A 2 B OR U] 4 B PR AN, TR S XA I AN R PS8 [ 52] 0 3K 0
WA ) S A (1 7 O 7= A AN TR] A V15 RS2 PR B IR S AR 17 IR SEEFR A 22 A S UE B o SR, 59— 5T
DB VERE IR R (IMRD BT FE R I, RIS RIZ 25 1K /XL ST36 56178 GB37) BARREMIT — LekF
FVERIX, (H RS RS — AN 2 SR AT 28 AL FEAH N R 2% (53]

R Hp Ve S IAEEIAT 7 LSRR AT, AR PR AT REIFAE A “ el M. X
OB - - N TS, ST36 SRR /A T BE DR RS AR 22 SRS I B A S s AR P, (EIXIF A
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HERF HAR AL W T PR 4RSS B BN R, (O B - I AR . AL, it
WAL TR, AN 28, IF AARZ G 2 () B AT 4R SRR B RWUIE TE IR HY 2 B o

6. FERRE

AL AGEE T4 FIl I A - B - R AR L BB S e L SR, S ATHE TS
FEAE MBI BN “HALISV” TR S 1 e ZHOSON AL AN 4 Sy B, i AR B v o 2 O F 7 R )
B

KRR TN AE TS KRG WA AR . E56, NMAEESMAED - I - k. “HPA
7 (39180 “HRMAIE ARG [42) MBS VRSB, R R G TR R 2 R G T
BEo FLUC NEKATF RS 2 . A B NARIR PRI TT, [R]20 R 2 42 Bl A 22 S AR 88l
FE N BAEA SCHE BB . P, MBI TR YT, PR I R B AE AR S
fabR, RIEERITHL /I MBI TR B, RERRIERIE 2R, By AR SHAE T
7 TR e g 23 S P SR AL 1O R o X R IR R T e BRI R e N, S IR AT R T
F 1 B I I 24 R i T ARl A A O R R 1 (Resilience), AT 38 5 LGRS 4 6 AT OIRIT A7, BRARAVAISAE ) A0
REE? XM “YRITERSET TA “TBTEE SR IR AR, W RESERERBLET R YRR 1R SR ARG BE
[34] [54].

E&WE

[ 2K A SRR 75 AR T H (81804195)——3E T il B 4% )i & PKC-CREB-BDNF {5 5 il B{ £
LR SHIRE AR FHBLA]
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