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Abstract

Knee osteoarthritis is a chronic degenerative joint disease characterized by progressive destruction
of articular cartilage, which severely impacts patients’ quality of life. Acupuncture, as a traditional
Chinese medicine therapy, has demonstrated favorable therapeutic effects in KOA treatment with
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complex and multidimensional mechanisms. This article reviews the mechanistic studies on acu-
puncture for KOA from the past five years, elaborating on aspects including analgesia, regulation of
inflammatory cytokines, improvement of cartilage metabolism, modulation of neurotransmitters
and neuropeptides, regulation of signaling pathways, and biomechanics, aiming to provide a refer-
ence for clinical application and further research.

Keywords

Knee Osteoarthritis, Acupuncture, Mechanism of Action, Review

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|8
IR 9447 % (Knee Osteoarthritis, KOA)2 —F# WIS PE AT VE AT, LASET T HOR B AR . 15 1
P DI T B T S N B B 1]. PR b, KOA B RIS . K. (B, 353l IR

REAR, = HFEN A BRI R 2] BEE N D20 AR (I DL JE RS AT R 2R 12, KOA K
PR RZBE LIH@ES . IESA, RTERERH 0 5B KOA KAEKBKZOH T IEHFR
T RATHCE B RS IEAGTRE, BEfs S i SCTIE BN I 1) I 77 9 0 BE R . AR, BEE SRR
HUBRRE A R JORE R 5 RIS IR R M, R A R AR T B A TR 3] BT KOA ALY
SobE, HETIRRIGTT U5 i 2 Phi, DR AR FU G TT i LA AL R AT 2 S By
—MfE G RIT %, 1R KOA MRYT PR R T FEEWIFIE T REFT 8, K2 22 mIEHILE]
N KOA R 2406 1 i BB A5

2. SHRLATTREE X TR IS
2.1. SRS

2 KOA B i EEMPREIR, ME P EE WAE R E. AT KOA BA R MER SR,
HAUHVB N A4 (4]0 —T7 10, FHRIREO A PSS 22 A% T, B0E B8 A A P B IRV B R 48 (5].
WEFRE, S BRAR A RX PR 2 R GORE TSN B i R S A R IR R, X 8 ) ol m] 5 A L
Rl fr sz pk gt RS 5 01 S, A= AR AN [6]. 53— 71, &t RS AT 87 A5 JE #h 2 i U
P, BRI IR SZ AR S B (7] B BT IR AT, o5 SR MR B, IR JRE A T #4814
T, MM . BeAh, BT R RIETT KOA B, KMo 5 A0 R o A7 25 1 4 25 A0 5% i X 1)
TR A AR, AT R R B i R o A DX O R B B, SR T A s 1 O 6 A
FINFIFE 28 SO, 1E— 0 el B (R PR IR 32 (8]

2.2. BT REEEFKEHE

PNE R MAE KOA (1) R0 S it J ik F2 A e A6 OCBEAE FH o S2 3 s S At oG L 2T sl i, 51 K%
PR, PR IR AR . BER, BMCKRAER T, WEdRENR-18. AHBNFE-6. MIRIRIE
Rl F-a Z5[9]0 X %L R0 R T A A3 — 25155 MMPs (9774, INEBCE IR, EaERIEML KR, 5l
PIBMICTI TN RESRAT . Ak, B NEMERRE . WA ENLA 772 9k55 LA AW 77514 2K R 55 A
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. BAITLAEF, JEFHEE) KOA HITTIE . $HRIRENSH AU KOA BH R JER TAT, #k
SRR, K EFCESE, BT (UL B IL-1, IL6, TNF-o SR KT i, R LA
FAINA F-10 SR RIS B0, BERIEIT KOA TERF KM MLl IL-18. TNF-a f0K
o R IL-10 KT, T JOED T, TR JAE10]. JEAE FTBUBI T i 0 e 5 5
BEROBOT A 5%, ABFIORIL, 1R TR T T-B {35 BT, DR ¢ IR T 0 A
Freik. Jesb, BORETTRBAE T e MBI AL, IENEAN. T T, E S T 05
W RPEGUA 1. BRI AR KT, SRR ST, RO . IS
iR, HEZE KOA IR

2.3. BEXRTRERIBEIE

KT FIEAE & KOA MEERBNE Y —. HFH 4R E A (matrix metalloproteinases, MMPs)&5 43
fRE 2 IE R, NI T R B R R A R AR 2 B[ 12]5 S 5 THL, 4 R 5
Re) T I, FEECHBWIASHE., B, MR REE[13]. HRIFESGE T HRE R, Rt EiEE
JTHEARNAER . BTN, SR B 0 R AREE 3, (R e 4i g e, s e T £
7l KOA #EEUK RS, RIVECEHZ 04 11 BY i i 85 (A aRaa 8 in, 250 4 8 25 1 B 1 (matrix metallo-
proteinase-1, MMP-1). J&/51 42 J& & [ 1§-3 (matrix metalloproteinase-3, MMP-3)55 77 i 5 55 5 1Y) Bl 2 725 ik
b, DT R R 5 5T 1 5 5 B AT, AR T B B B ZE R FLIE R 25 M 14]. HAE P TRE S
PR A N S 5 1 S IE RS A S A I T B0 % A6 AR K Rl -8 (transforming growth factor-B, TGF-
B)/Smad {5518, (e FCE G BB 5 0 Rk A7 (R i) 22 288 i % 4 2R 1 B8 (mitogen-activated pro-
tein kinase, MAPK){Z 5 1@, /> MMPs FI7=4E[15]. BEAh, BT HIIIE RS OGS 5T R IR 38, N
A M B L AR IR E TR B AR, R R A R A RE 2 .l e T B AR, AR BT
JEZZ KOA B RTHCE IR, (RS TRE

2.4. SOMHREIE RS RAALE

PREE 3 AP 22 BKTE KOA RIPRIRIAE T SO T 1T DA R OGTT DR 455 U7 T R 458 EEAE A . £HRlA
7 KOA T X} 2 Rl 4838 i AP ik = AR s o o, BTl e IR =Y 5-52 (% (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT)]
KF, S-HT fE N —FEENMAE®E D, Z5mwiitlidiE. SR iest S-HT 16 MRS R, B HAE
XA RS B AE [ 16]. FIRT, £1 31038 7] 5200 P #) )i (substance P, SP). B4 2 2% [Kl #H 52 ik (calcitonin
gene-related peptide, CGRP)ZMZERE 1K IE . SP Al CGRP A& B #h2 R AR BRI RE, 78 280 F19& I
SN REEER . BFFORI, BHRITT RS KOA B8 X1 /R SP M CGRP W& &, Jaksb Hout 28R 40 i
(LA FH LA R T 8 0 S 52 285 BRI, AT IR ARE AN 1710 b Ah, A nT e ide i 57 25 H B F
FREEPRAEB K, SRS RN R DI RE, R I T OSBRI AT, 2% KOA HI%E
R[4 B2 R S e KRS, EFRIM RS TT Z IR HE T X KOA BIEITIER . EHfIX#hL
390 J5 (R U T A 2 I S ORI o AN (R A ) PR B O O A [R] PR R A 2L R P BB AR .
HLET(2 Hz) 32 B i X 22 2R GoRe e 4 M JRCRT i R, (] R 75 58 R TS MBI s T v A3 FEL4EH(100 Hiz)
DU 3 BT i N AT R G 5-HT M2 VR BIRER, FHIRAEE BRI MEIR o X Fh AT 22 4 e 1k
RE G IRIGST KOA I, 20K i e 3570 S5 2 4 DAIA 30 d AR SR MO (18]

25, BIEESEBENE
L P9 A5 5 R B ) 57 O BAMIAE. KOA AR ML ke B4 Y, BRI RE 83 1 A % 2 25 A
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SR R IEVRIT KOA WITE] . BRATSCHR & NF-«B. TGF-f/Smad. MAPK {5 Sl & 4h, 685 K At
ZME S . Blhn, Wnt/g-HEIH H (B-catenin) (5 5 I8 B AEBCE AL . 70 AW AN T A2 bAoA R
BUREBAEH, £ KOARE N, %15 BB BT, B0 E A 5 70 A I 5T B[ 191 BIFFE R 3N,
EF AT H0H] Wnt/f-catenin {5 5B ERFE 1, Y8/ f-catenin ZELRMIRZ A (0T 5, MTT 2 5 0 40 M 11 1
RUFAILRI20]. FHAh, BEAREEULEE-3 48 (phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase, PI3K)/4 11 B (protein kinase
B, Akt)f5 510 % 5 40 M 10470« BETEANPUR T3 ARG BT AT IS PIBK/AKt 558, {3k 80E 4 i
(PTG AN IE TR, $0H IR T, R E BRI I 1245 5l B R T 28R R T I RIE, R JORE IRN[21]. i X
XUSfE S IE B RS HE R 4%, BTGB 2 )2 T T T KOA MR R, RIEZ R SR TR .

2.6. MEMHFRIR M

)R A KOA IR SR oh LA TP, K1 0 5 561 FEDL A 7 B 2k 726
IS BB ISR, I KOA (OMERE . 100 RIS B I 1 A LU B D REAR S, 565 1024 7
ST, TR KOA BAFIAST . —JrT, ks s 7 AR 18 FLIVLPA (4 A0 63K 21
B, SR DR DI, RS BRSPS UL, BRI R
P, WK R BRI R W IEA1[22)0 T, SRS AR, Wi VLA 3k 5 B X
R AT A UL RIS, SR BT ER 2k, B XA 4 J 5F
Bi, KA BB, 128 KOA MR RIBI23). oAb, APRUET AR B A B P, %
WIS SR, SRR, Xt KOA HIAYT 7 UL
3.

&HiE

LR PR, FRIIGYT KOA RINLHIHT L MBS AR IZ A G 17 73T IR AR AT B, I8 o SR 2 .
RGPE Por IR AP ] B30 R AW 702 AR 22 N YESRE o BRI, BT ST A A2 0 2 R B . — 5T
XN PR 2 JRIR T FHPEL R, SRz O IER” B R R R RN E I
Jri, RS SERA SRS E AR 5y RO LRz gt AR, SEOLSEEE AW,

AR B TR T EDR SV EE DRI R, 856 RGEY A SRR FHE, @37 W
BOYRL - XGLRCAE - ZHAL” AR BT PR A o [, R BN SR AL A 5 i PRI TT I B A s
A 2 A BRI “ AL - (55 - BB Z IR IR A28 R AR, e 2 T B LA AR RS HE AL ) S 4k
T75¢ . MEA LIRS I R SE B VR LR &, J7 RESCIESR R AT IVG ST KOA FIRL: I, HES H 1 Fn
HEAL s A HELL S [ Bl 5 1) R R

&E ik
(11 Aph, FEE5R, WREE, & B EE 5T SO % VU SRR G & I sgmm [J]. AR B2, 2025, 20(16):
2895-2901.
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