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Abstract

The Tabula Rasa idea (model) applicable to building designing and urban planning means such a
fashion or way of urban development that existing buildings and landscapes in certain spatial
scales are entirely cleared up and substituted by brand-new building agglomerates or landscapes.
By analyzing several typical cases, the paper, with special respect to the Yuelu District, Changsha
City, Hunan, explores its forms, advantages and disadvantages in 30 years or so since China’s
reform and openness to the outside. Thus far, it has been extended into diverse fields nationally,
with significantly promoting life quality and level of the most Chinese, considerably updating ur-
ban appearances and styles, and stimulating the high-speed development of urban economy. The
model employed extensively and intensively, nevertheless, has brought up such adverse results as
huge extravagance, duplicative constructions, a vicious loop of construction-demolition/displace-
ment, and extremely loss of initiation for a city. Therefore, when applying, it ought to integrally
consider multiple social needs from various people groups, make urban plans for a long future,
calculate in-depth all relevant aspects, in order to reserve, re-use and modify imaginatively exist-
ing buildings, urban facilities and urban landscapes, to the best of one’s power. From now on,
strict restraints should be imposed intentionally onto demolitions and displacements, as well as
planning and designing, necessary public participation and supervision should be complemented
legislatively, and where possible the local whole history, traditions and cultures should be re-
served to the greatest extent.
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Figure 1. Location and planar form of the Tongcheng Electonic Appliances
Shopping Centre before 2008 in Yuelu District (Google Earth, 2008)
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Figure 2. Location and construction plan vision of the Jiajing Residential Plot; (a) Before development (Google
Earth, 2007); (b) Landscape illustration for the area
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Figure 3. Land expropriation in whole pitches and characters of infrastructure
construction in the western part of the Changsha High- and Neo-tech Zone
(Google Earth, 2007)
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