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Abstract

This article investigates the synergistic mechanisms between the preservation of National Industrial
Heritage and its integrated revitalization through cultural, sports, and tourism initiatives. Taking
the Yimen Copper Mine as a paradigmatic case, the research conducts a systematic examination of
its activation pathways. The empirical analysis rests on three pillars: first, an evaluation of the preser-
vation status and adaptive reuse potential of nine core material heritage components; second, an
analysis of local economic and tourism data (2014~2024), which reveals a trajectory of resilient
recovery in the cultural tourism sector following the site’s official heritage designation in 2020; and
third, a policy review tracing the evolving institutional support and financial investments from the
national, provincial, and county levels. The findings demonstrate that effective industrial heritage
revitalization must transcend standalone redevelopment projects. Instead, it necessitates a holistic
framework integrating “safety assessment, memory interpretation, regional linkage, and collabo-
rative governance”. This study offers a significant reference for resource-depleted regions aiming
to synchronize cultural continuity, ecological remediation, and industrial transformation.
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Table 1. List and current condition assessment of core items of Yimen copper mine national industrial heritage
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Figure 1. Distribution and type composition of core items in the Yimen copper mine industrial heritage
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Table 2. Compilation of key economic and tourism indicators for Yimen County (2014~2024)
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Figure 2. Trends in value-added of the tertiary industry and total tourism revenue in Yimen County (2014~2024)
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Table 3. Core tourism indicators for Yimen County (2014~2024)
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Figure 3. Growth trends in total tourism revenue and tourist arrivals for Yimen County (2014~2024)
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Table 4. Key policies and outcomes for the industrial heritage conservation of Yimen copper mine (2014~2024)
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Figure 4. Growth in tourist arrivals in Liizhi town in relation to key policy events (2021~2024)
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