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Abstract

Against rapid urbanization and growing leisure demands, human-centered design of communication
spaces in urban parks has become increasingly important. Taking Jinan Forest Park as the case, this
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study focuses on the Terrace Garden and Children’s Playground, using literature review, qualitative
and quantitative methods based on Kevin Lynch’s five elements of urban image for field investigation.
Results show that the Terrace Garden is confronted with conflicts between traffic and exercise func-
tions, unbalanced spatial vitality at different times, and insufficient human-friendly details. The
Children’s Playground suffers from overcrowding, lack of functional zoning, inadequate facilities,
and interference between active and quiet zones. Informed by Jan Gehl’s and William H. Whyte’s
classical theories, targeted strategies are put forward, including optimized functional zoning, time-
differentiated spatial design, age-based activity layout, and improved infrastructure. The study
concludes that humanized communication spaces should prioritize ordinary users with accessi-
bility, inclusiveness and belonging, providing references for park renewal and similar urban park
design.
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Figure 1. Site plan of Xijiao Forest Park
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Figure 2. Location map of the Terraced Garden
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Figure 3. Plan of the Terraced Garden
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Figure 4. Existing conditions map of the Terraced Garden
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Figure 5. Existing conditions map of the Avenue
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Figure 6. Location map of the Children’s playground
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Figure 7. Plan of the Children’s Playground
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Figure 8. Existing conditions maps of the Children’s playground
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