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Abstract

“Qimin Yaoshu”, a gem of ancient Chinese agricultural science, is not only China’s earliest extant com-
plete agricultural treatise but also a seminal work in the global history of agronomy. Its compilation
is deeply rooted in its historical context, and its value is profound. This monumental ancient work
embodies a vocational education philosophy encapsulated in the dictum, “An intellectual taking office
islike a farmer plowing the fields.” This philosophy aimed to “encourage the people in agriculture and
sericulture,” thereby emphasizing the inherent dignity and equality of all professions. It demonstrates
a comprehensive approach to vocational content selection, striving to “leave no trade undocumented
that sustains livelihoods,” which encompassed a vast array of practical occupational knowledge. Fur-
thermore, it articulated flexible and diverse vocational education principles, such as “Though one may
possess wisdom, it is better to seize the prevailing circumstances,” “Things thrive by supporting one
another and prove useful by complementing each other,” and “Having the wisdom of the legendary
sage-kings Yu and Tang is not as good as personal experience through practice.” A thorough exami-
nation of “Qimin Yaoshu” to unearth the modern value embedded within these ancient vocational
education thoughts can provide invaluable insights for the high-quality development of contempo-
rary vocational education. To achieve the modernization of vocational education, it is imperative to
ground our efforts in the practical needs of the people, prioritize the development and compilation
of vocational education textbooks, actively establish practical training bases, and dedicate our-
selves to building an independent knowledge system for vocational education with distinctive Chi-
nese characteristics.
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