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Abstract

On July 31, 2024, China officially introduced the new profession of Dental Hygiene Technician. In
December 2022, the Ministry of Education approved the establishment of the Dental Health Care
major, with six institutions commencing enrollment in 2023. The first cohort of Dental Hygiene
Technicians is set to graduate this year (2026). These graduates will then face several key questions:
how to choose their employment setting—whether public hospital dental departments or private
dental clinics; how to collaborate effectively with licensed dentists, dental assistant practitioners,
dental prosthetic technicians, and dental nurses across the pre-treatment, treatment, and post-treat-
ment stages; how to select and utilize oral preventive equipment and establish related workflows;
and how to navigate their career development, including individual advancement pathways and col-
lective professional growth. Drawing on international experiences of Dental Hygienists and consid-
ering the specific context of China’s oral healthcare sector, this paper presents a prospective analy-
sis of these issues.
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Figure 1. “Prevention-oriented oral health management” collaborative workflow diagram for
doctors, technicians and nurses
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