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Abstract

This study focuses on the English prepositional errors in the English writing of high school sopho-
mores at a school in Wanzhou, Chongqing. A total of 96 students’ 192 continuation writing texts
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(containing 450 instances of prepositional errors) were collected for analysis. Using a surface-level
strategy classification framework, both quantitative and qualitative methods were employed for a
comprehensive investigation. The results showed that errors in the construction of prepositional
phrases were the most frequent (70.0%), primarily manifested in incorrect choice of locational and
temporal prepositions. Omission errors accounted for 18.0%, predominantly involving the omis-
sion of locational prepositions. Addition errors made up 12.0%, mostly occurring with redundant
prepositions after transitive verbs. The cause analysis revealed that native language interference,
negative transfer from the target language, and learning strategy issues were the main contributing
factors: structural differences between the Chinese prepositional system and English caused se-
mantic mapping deviations; overgeneralization of English rules led to collocational errors; and me-
chanical memorization strategies resulted in insufficient internalization of collocational knowledge.
These findings highlight the systematic challenges faced by students in using prepositions, provid-
ing empirical evidence for teaching prepositional usage in English writing at regional secondary
schools.
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(—) HEiREA

Krashen T 1982 #F4R A N BB AL, ZBERYON, 20 H TRl al BRVERT . we T H I IE S
APHRIE SR, ARESEIUE S 5. X BIRONSEHEER A R, BUNN A A R AR AE B
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BB, MIABCE S B 5.

(Z) RTMEwIREIB IR

TE ARSI H, i 2 — ER T MRS L. AR, 5% 2] AE A i ) AR I AR
TEENE, 255 IS M RIR4]. ARBREE S0 iEF I H A ST 2IH B E RN E R,
AP [] 305 3 7 1 ] 9 SO SR . FEEC RN VE N8, HLBRE A 1 R G0 B 1A I A A2 15 i 1R 1) 5%
KR —[5]. B, POBMERNERERS B ETOE N2k, 55 52 BIDOE A1 F v A0 8 4 77 =0
T, FENAEAME A R6].

TEA TR 7287 T, Corder $& HUMER 7 NIIG WIN. BAAFE P IUE[7]; BA@ SRS NHDOE
TR HMEERIE T, HBXRARGEBERIER S SN . R BRI, O
HMDUE R 3 BT I 2 REZR (8] B A el DUE = I E Nl m i A it . i, AR, BP . R
2&[9]. 1fi Dulay. Burt ! Krashen $& tH 13 2 5E0& 73 2832, Relwim o> B Bg in . GRINwR . R 1%,
1% KRe NI AAIE LTRSS 2 4EFEFINT IR 10]. 256 A NAE WL 2] iRt vy — AR B e 4 B AR SO R
5, RIFA R 1A AR 3 AR T AE A I OCRR 1] RN TT AR A ] SR IEAS 2441 1 55 7 T
MR 2% Dulay. Burt A Krashen [38 2 SR 73287, HAEHE R0, 41 H IR 56 22 48 SEPR S A H 1 iR
0L, A B TR 8 A 1) R E T R B R 1 2%

) EEEEMAIR

HAT, W HNRT AR5 i S e A SR WA, Wi AET . N
T B S RIEAUERTE[11]. REFIT RIS R SERST T, Bl e EMEssamriE, K
P AR TGRS . AR KRG, 5099 0 SR 23 S AR A [12]. 1% S8R FE WA [
AN REEEM AR E, NBCFSLERIRILE 12% . EEFEmMET T, CAB G 8,
FRESE AR, AL TR R R TR D, CHRER S X — R e B N A= .
AT IEANX — 2 E, ST i 0 BE R ANAR T i AR R 405 G 5 )

3. Wit

(—) BHREE

AW FiAE H T LLUE A

(1) 5 AR S 25 IR S S AR ) A 3] i 5% 2

(2) = ARG S5 RS A1 1% B A L ?

(3) “FEOX LA Tl i ) 32 2 D5 ] B A R L 2

(2) BIRXMR

W FE IR R B TN S 22 B AR AN R A, AR 96 2, BiE 45 N, Wk
51 N, B BIEaR 1:1.13. LI AT, X ANBEG 5A2 (1 18 SR G AT SOSTFEA ¢ K556, p B8 0.786 >
0.05, LRFEER, RPUNDIELEFEMIESEKAHY . G 2EES S sME, BRESADGE, DL
JHE N B S HFESINIEE &%, Fa AT 155 225 /i il 8 H w2 70 T IO FE AR LR

&) ERRE
AT FEE BE SRR T 7 N S 2w AR ANEE 96 4 AR PRI G S B AE S, Bk Rk i
%1 PR

) HREFESTE
WK e it 5 g S k. EAFRZAL, 184 SPSS 26.0 HAEXTHE 5 1E KT
HEAT M AEAR ¢ K250 (p = 0.786 > 0.05), UESEFEA[AFiPE. 7R RN B, I8 X 51 R 5 [X e rp 2

DOI: 10.12677/ve.2026.156238 17 WO A e


https://doi.org/10.12677/ve.2026.156238

A

AR A YRR B BE 96 44 AR (FLTE 192 IR S SRS SCA) AT N T ERN, BT Excel S i f iR v R E .
%:T Dulay. Burt 5 Krashen 3 )2 50% 70 RHELLCRAM . B BRIN), WA 185 225t L 1] O
PRIEAT o SO (AR A R S A5 T AL 05 AR B TR IE S T0) o TEER AT B, R Excel 45
EFRINEE, XIOHIE 1) 450 Gl IRFEA AT IR G5 & Hear b, 40 LSRR ) A ARy R AT 8 PSR IE o
&, B XN EHE T BARERUE SRR SRR R, TR LR R S T
RIE IS

Table 1. Written expression tasks

F 1. PEFREXE
SR SELESSESEnN SN

It was a sunny Saturday morning, and Lily was excited about the school fair. She
had spent weeks preparing handmade jewelry to sell at her booth. As she set up her

st 771 T display, she noticed a girl around her age standing nearby, looking at the jewelry

ESUE : : . . ,
with longing eyes. The girl was wearing old, tattered clothes and carried a worn-out | SR
backpack. Just as Lily was about to greet her, a sudden gust of wind blew through o ’*f - =
the fair, scattering Lily’s jewelry all over the ground... lﬂé&ﬁ%j? 150 JT“E

2. BHH A

David and his friends decided to explore an abandoned house on the outskirts of FEL, BT
town. The house was said to be haunted, but they dismissed the rumors as nonsense. B O IRE T
s+ As they entered the creaky front door, the air inside was thick with dust and the
- windows were covered with cobwebs. They split up to search the rooms, with David
heading upstairs alone. As he pushed open a door to a small bedroom, he heard a
soft, muffled sound coming from the closet...

4. BURS RS &SRR

(—) MERRER G

IO P IRUSCEE IR 96 44 %A 192 R 5 SR B AR SGHAT /A, SLUCEE B IR FE AR 450 /> FFAET
Dulay. Burt fI Krashen [{]3¢ )2 5 0g 73 FIER w2 347 1 73 KA1t

N 2 HARE AT, RA I iR DA 315 411(70.0%) o i 2 B iR S, Sk H A A AR A T SRR S
e S R R G R A . 1% 2R 8L U0 A1) “in the airport” RN “at” , BEFEEEA N LE 250
i “pn - T X RIER( “at” SRR SN, “in” ME SR ). AR G EE 18.0% (81
%), % ORIA “arrived the station” Figtiw “at” , AFEPUE “ X7 LR EHE TR, 4
R IETE “BA + i + s BREEIEIEERESS . R IR T 12.0% (54 i), 41 “discussed
about the problem” HULRRM “about” , JETPUE “THeXT” MLz, FAEIREIAE LK) iA
“discuss” [P EL#E 55 IV

Table 2. Classification and proportional statistics of preposition errors

2. MARRER R SEEST

i1 e L N/

A i 1% 315 70.0% They met in the airport.
ST 81 18.0% He arrived the station. (BZJl at)
BRI iR 54 12.0% She discussed about the problem.

() TRREBIEGE T
1. R fRR
R IRR AT I AR, SEOE URB AR B A Y, —HMERG R W HK
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R REI 2 —, HAlr 45 R WA 3. FEFTA Rt m e, J7 67/ 77 [ R ARk o i d, A 39.0%
(123 fil). #7440 “landed on the tree” , A “inthetree” , %A RIETDUE “TEM 7 BTG IARIE R
REAE i P AU i . AR AR SCBS R BHE 50, Sl = % H bR iE 25 8038 138 SOR gtk IX 4y, 3R
I AT B AR S iR (13 ]

A TB) 2B AR 3% 1 27.0% (85 #), 41 “inJuly 1st” , NA “onJuly 1st” , %215 EoR A4 0 JEiE
RS E S “in/on/at” HOMEH EREA L . DUBERIE “BIE &7 BHEE S —(EH “E£” , sh=BAER,
XN SR e §ER 15 ) 20 H PRI AR R GE KR

SRR E@D “depends of” )i 17.5% (55 1), R BH AN By 5 A1 10 () S5 5 e S 48 A2,
FEAE “TNC RN TZ” TaE “18E XDReM AN L7 o AR RS 5 16.5% (52 1),
“good in English” , A “goodatEnglish” , $tHI5#A4 R AW & 2Kl EEfR Ae /). Hik. fmsEA
[FE SOEE NRFAIC DI Re, RIHE LD Ae SR BCAR A 18] 1t 15 .

i ERTIR, RS R BRI R IERTRE N, R R SR G . BIAS LA
WAL 2 BN E, Bk 7B e T “BHERW - MNAZ2EHN” KR ERT.

Table 3. Classification of misconstruction error subtypes and statistics

3. RARRTRBE RS

AR TR E = Lt 5 NG
Tr L/ 7 R 123 39.0% The bird landed on the tree.
I E) R 85 27.0% The party will be held in July 1.,
B IAE L R 1% 55 17.5% She depends of her parents
TEA¥ 18]/ 4 18] #E L iR 1% 52 16.5% He is good in...
2. BWERIR

BWE 1R A2 5 2] AEVE 5 I AR R R H R A 1A B3 AR, FL R BLE 208 JAE BRI S |
FPNEBEMATE A RSN R ER = . AU U E I Wirgl 7 A0, HBEAARS L 4 s,

o, SR E R R, S 42 ], K 51.9%. 1ZRMAER HILAE “arrive the station”  “go
school” ZE&bfrr, e “at” BY “to” MMTH, BRI ZAEZBIDOE “3hn + Hh” g Jei-in ik Ty
SR E T o X PP R TF A P H S SR ES, B S F R TR H bRE AR R R iy F R A
VERRR, T2 T S8 A A 1) i R B AR 1) 0 2

HR, WE AL 16 6], (HEE 19.8%. 1 “The meeting will start 9 a.m.” 5% “Her birthday is June
15th” , 43 alistis 7 T BARK E] A “at” 5EARHIAN “on” o ZRAUm R~ 1% ) FH R AR %
EI AR R RS JeiE R @ “at-on-in” FRIE MNEIRHIR [H O R, T H0E R [R] 47 45
RO Z—, @EAH /27 B AR AR, 5 SB0E CHUHRE.

2 LB IEIL 10 41(12.3%), 41 “cut knife” B8 “write pen” FFistIR “with” o %2 0wi% A
S )ER “with” FEDIREMERIEGRAR T Bl T R P B M O E R A A, lRes AR IR A A\ b H B0 A
FIARSAE SGE WSS A R MAh, FAEERIEEN A AT 77 A E i 1m] “SIEAZ LR 7, 2GR Bl R
SrAEDIRE, 2 CH R TR RS LR

B e, [ E EE TP AT A B 5 B 16.0% (13 #1), W1 “look forward” Az “to” X “depend others” it

“on” o IXZETIR I A AR T v e A G IR AZ B AIRES, BRI AR IR A 3 2R, TR
W& HAEBE R DhRe iRl 454, SO HAE IR SRRz “BARRIE” (formulaic sequence) (&I, HLED
UE 7RIV 2 £33 S A P R Y A B AR 1 40 B B PR DGR [ 147
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Table 4. Classification of omission error subtypes and statistics

4. AMRRTRBE RS

AR R TSR e Bl il
Hb A1) 4B 0 42 51.9% Arrive the station (5t at)
A 8] A 18] 44 W 16 19.8% The meeting will start 9 a.m. (5 at)
77 R LB A4 W 10 12.3% Cut knife (5t with)
SE 5 A1) 48 W 13 16.0% Look forward (5 to)
3. RINRIR

PN iR o B RPN TR IE VR EE L EAE SR MR A B b, HRIE AN T 2 R R,
M R s 5 fion . Hrb, RWshiEl faid i m i EERM, 5 40.7% (22 #il). Wl “entered
into the room” BY “discussed about the problem” H[f] “into” 5 “about” ¥JJEITUREM, KW 24X H
Fris o sl ) LR G A BR AR AN TR 4, A REIR A “enter/discuss” 25l ia] v] B e s iB EL B . &
R AR POE PRI T e 7 A) RGP UTRE[15], R0 DT SR A ) B 2

AL, BARTR A7 (0 “went to home” )15 27.8% (15 #1), HAWIZE T1720E%E: A REEX D
“home” 1E N ETA FIAEA TR (U0 “ go home” )5 HAE N LA T/ 5] RIS (0 “go to my
home” ). IXFh A4 7 F S e H 2 2] 50k H AR 1 i 28 5 D RE ASDRI A A, ELZEVE R AR il #2 i 3R 3
“IAIRE) T RIERCER i .

[#] 52 45 K i 2Rl (W “ explained me about the rule” )5 16.7% (9 %), J Wit H 2% >) 35 %6 5518 X0 5=
B 55 FEMPIX 2R/ E5.  “explain sth. to sb.” AT AR SR R B R TR VA S5 R, SRR
R B fifp A 2070 7= AR TU AR, B A) 715 B S MTREL . AR B 5 RN R (40 “Tm afraid of that” )
5 14.8% (8 #), #/nHi2E>)E X “afraid that” 5 “afraid of” 25X 2r IR, 30 85 1 HAE A
5/ R Z [AEEL S R Re S RE BRI

Table 5. Classification of addition error subtypes and statistics

% 5. RMRRT ARG

R N0 %2R LG LA ZNY
B ahyin] 5 iR n 22 40.7% He entered into the room.
EIREEIRE) 15 27.8% They went to home early.
Ii] 78 25 4 iR 9 16.7% She explained me about the rule.
F 25 1] /4 18] Ja R in 8 14.8% I am afraid of that it will rain.

5. RIRFFENEE S

(—) BHETI

PUEFISEABAE A W A AL B IR S5 LA JAE CRIE EARAANE],  BEETH /a5 A iR 1)
MR EE, F—, JUBERZREAHMNE, Hiadahin, LS EaRuE. hnpuidh “RE
B, AR S E “to” , Ui “gotoschool” o XAPZELE AR B IR R 5 SId A, iR
A A ARSI R B, DUB/M AR LU B —, BN RAAE 2 E B AIIRE, KXok Ak
i angeid “in” AMUERIR e B, WBRERIR “AE-e--- 5”7 A “LE----- B, WBLEH
“IE” — A RE R IR I s, SRR R N IR 2 A R, LA S
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(=) BRBRITE

EYES IR, PAEZE I EERSEE SN, JCHREN AT, HsER ORI
FARIAE . tetn, %7 “arrivein+ K" F “arrive at + /N 5, AIRESIERMIG M E R 2
HAZhA b MATH “reach” B RTEESIRIN “to” , WK “reachto” , #IIsT “reach” &FKWzhAE, f5
AR A6, FARE S BARPI A A E 2 A, B A “infrontof” A1 “in the front
of” , BUEEHE “intime” 4HK “ontime” Fo 1XLLEE 1R 1 B 52 AR SO HERA 57 19 ) ] 76 A [R5 53 B B Al ok 22
Al BT CAA SRR b A

() %R R

R PR R T, R 2SI E 5 20, (R KA LIEEMA A R B E. FiX
FRIGOLT AR A Tl 5 A AEAS T3 S ) A — 2 i . N, 4B “on” & “AE----- TR
EE, ERKHARIER “on” HIRIEYMAFIR M. FTCL, M1 “on the wall” (W/ERS S
B “inthe wall” (HRFEREN). FLIR, 22PN SEEAE 2, WA SER S = B AR
REEZE ) A i Ais, @RISR 5 XM H RN SIESE, A REEH T, —BERY

B E MRV, S E s B SRS /IR 2, Pl A M2 50 s, MBIk i i Ay 28
6. 4518

AT FUIE I v AR R S S R A AR IR B AT, R R BLRAR I R
eI R =AY fhi i . e R IR B . BRETH0. B ARE SO R A 5 SR ] 2 3 Brx Lk
iR M EZR R . AW E 7 AR AR R T SRR . X R SeiE ) S H B A
HERSKBEAG TR AT EIN T 2RSSR, Bt RIS, REBECR .

AT HIREABR B BT N 22 RIS, FEARMDS BN, ATRETeiE e R
A RIS O AW FUASTAR T B FERT i i ik, R 18 2 AR )R 22 3 A 2 310 B AR TR
o ARRBIAFY KAEATEH, Wi ARMX . AFRERERZEE, USRSt g RS EtE. 4ia
VRIE. MBRAS TR, RN T MRS SI# 05 QBRSNS , 3D IRAA W R B . 0y
Jé B HANEIR I H BUS ER R, AR E AR SR B AR P IS 5 1
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