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Abstract

Against the backdrop of constructing a lifelong learning system and promoting the transformation and
upgrading of regional industries, non-formal continuing education has become an important way for
universities to serve local economic and social development. Nevertheless, local universities generally
face prominent problems in non-formal continuing education, such as ambiguous school-running ori-
entation, insufficient resource integration, poor connection between supply and demand, and limited
brand influence. Taking Ouhai Research Institute of Zhejiang Sci-Tech University as a case study, this
paper analyzes the practical exploration of local research institutes participating in non-formal contin-
uing education, and discusses their functional mechanisms in resource integration, demand docking,
platform construction and brand cultivation. The research finds that local research institutes can ef-
fectively connect resources among universities, governments, industries and enterprises, facilitate the
precise matching of educational supply with industrial demands, and advance the standardized and
characteristic development of non-formal continuing education. On this basis, it puts forward reform
paths including establishing a collaborative school-running mechanism, optimizing the curriculum
system and improving the support system, so as to enhance universities’ capacity to serve the develop-
ment of regional industries.
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