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Abstract

This article reviews research on open regional industry-education integration practice centers in
China, tracing the field’s theoretical threads and core debates. Taking “open regional industry-educa-
tion integration practice center” as the subject term, we searched CNKI for literature published since
December 2022. Stepwise screening yielded 8 core-journal articles and 4 highly downloaded, highly
cited general-journal articles as the core analytical sample, while 3 policy documents served as cor-
roborating texts; content analysis with three-level coding was then applied. The findings show that
existing studies have reached a consensual understanding of the centers’ connotations and character-
istics, value functions, and practical dilemmas. Symbiosis theory, resource theory, and modern or-
ganization theory have each added theoretical depth from the angles of structural integration, re-
source mechanisms, and organizational design; yet the three perspectives rarely engage with one
another, leaving the micro-level mechanisms behind the centers’ transition from “venues” to “hubs”
inadequately explained. We therefore construct a “structure-process-design” three-dimensional in-
tegrative analytical framework, in which the logical connections and potential tensions among the
three theories are clarified, and four falsifiable research propositions are derived. Following the
logic of theoretical deepening, methodological expansion, perspective restoration, and thematic ex-
tension, we further propose a research agenda that maps the framework’s dimensions onto re-
search questions, methods, and observable indicators, offering an actionable reference for subse-
quent studies.
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Figure 1. Three-dimensional integrated analysis framework of “Structure-Process-Design”
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