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Abstract

Rural microfinance plays a crucial role in China’s poverty alleviation efforts. As a flexible and low-
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threshold financing method, it provides essential financial support to rural residents, especially
small-scale farmers and micro-enterprises, thereby driving economic recovery. However, with the
advent of the digital economy, the traditional development model of rural microfinance has ex-
posed several issues, such as complicated loan processes, low approval efficiency, and a lack of
product diversity. In this study, we analyze Ant Financial as a case study and propose recommenda-
tions for the sustainable development of rural microfinance: establishing an intelligent credit man-
agement system, designing layered and diversified products, and developing embedded services.
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Figure 1. Opportunities brought by the digital economy for the development of rural small-scale credit
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Figure 2. Proportion of users on various lending platforms in 2023
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