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Abstract

In the context of global energy transition and sustainable development, lithium has emerged as a key
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strategic resource for the new energy industry, with its importance growing increasingly prominent.
This study focuses on Bolivia’s lithium exports to China and systematically examines the strategic op-
portunities and main influencing factors shaping this trade relationship. A gravity model is employed
to conduct a quantitative analysis of Bolivia’s lithium exports to China, extending the traditional frame-
work by incorporating variables such as resource endowment, technological capacity, industrial pol-
icies, geopolitical factors, and infrastructure development to provide a more comprehensive assess-
ment of bilateral trade potential. The results indicate strong complementarities between Bolivia’s
abundant lithium resources and China’s technological and market advantages in the battery and elec-
tric vehicle industries. Deepening bilateral cooperation in the lithium sector can promote Bolivia’'s
industrialization process of the lithium industry and enhance its competitiveness in the global lith-
ium market. The findings provide theoretical support and policy-relevant insights for the formulation
of Bolivia’s lithium industry development strategies and the adjustment of trade policies.
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Table 1. Variable description
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# 2 BIR, 2008~2023 LEBEFLE AT XA H 2 BRI S A . R, B R
& 1500 F7iE 2 2350 G, K 3.8%, FEE A 10 JTIEERERER) 2 55 JI, FEIHEE 10.3%,
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H BN 12 W 28 350 Wi, AEIIETE TN 24.3%F 21.5%, 2o A T e IR 28 P b B A e o el
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Table 2. Statistical table on Bolivia’s lithium exports to China (2008~2023)
Fz 2. WAL TR MW OB R S313(2008~2023 £F)

BOMAET. BRI BRSSO R EEET  E R4 ORI 2
Fy WFEE MR MO XHEHREOE A SOy S R

Camg) (e, BRI (JIRD) (Wi, BRERAE)  ({23%70) (%) Hr(STo/me)
2008 1500 100,000 40 12 0.8 0.1 3333
2009 1550 120,000 70 20 1.1 0.1 3500
2010 1600 150,000 100 30 1.5 0.2 3333
2011 1650 180,000 150 40 2.0 0.3 3750
2012 1700 200,000 200 50 2.5 0.4 4000
2013 1750 220,000 250 70 3.0 0.5 3571
2014 1800 250,000 300 80 3.5 0.7 3750
2015 1850 280,000 450 120 4.2 1.1 3750
2016 1920 310,000 520 140 4.6 1.1 3714
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2017 1980 335,000 600 160 5.0 1.2 3750
2018 2050 365,000 630 180 55 1.2 3778
2019 2100 395,000 760 200 6.0 1.3 3800
2020 2160 420,000 850 220 6.6 1.3 3864
2021 2220 450,000 980 250 7.2 1.4 3920
2022 2280 500,000 1200 300 8.0 L5 4000
2023 2350 550,000 1500 350 9.0 1.7 4286

s ;ﬁi%&?&%%?ﬁﬂﬂkéﬂéﬂ\ B E K GE it e & LARSAT WA AR &, G Sr ot i

HAH.

3 BRI, 2008~2023 EBEFIEN ARG PR RILETIR . A T3, BUR. HOR 5 EER B A
Bt 2 AR THES B AL 1.15%TH 2 1.83%, 185 T 7= fhsa g 715 K0 AN Tl A K 46.2%,
A AR A X (] B B 55.2%, FHEZRYERF 74%~77%. H EI R SIS B3 e, M
S DR BUR SR . BARBRANS BREE KR, 005 iR Bl it i 2 2GS
WA S FARPE R TE, RV IE R E R SOl FRa 7 A R R .

Table 3. Statistical table on key influencing factors of Bolivia’s lithium industry (2008~2023)
3. WA YT SRE Al KRBT E R e it FR(2008~2023 £F)

B ﬂf AT RRE M e
g TR TR M BARE HO #n BR e I R FHE

it %) 1~5) 0~100) 0~100) 0~10)
2008 1.15 470 760 4800 029 19 10 06 8 26 73 60 3.0
2009 1.18 485 780 4900 029 20 11 07 10 27 74 61 3.1
2010 12 500 800 5000 03 21 12 08 12 28 75 62 32
2011 123 510 810 5150 03 22 13 09 15 29 76 63 3.3
2012 121 530 815 5200 03 23 14 1.0 18 3.0 77 64 34
2013 132 550 850 5550 03 24 15 1.1 22 31 78 65 3.5
2014 138 540 840 5600 03 25 16 12 25 3279 66 3.6
2015 137 590 890 5900 03 26 2.1 1.3 28 33 80 67 3.7
2016 141 610 910 6150 03 27 22 14 32 34 81 68 3.8
2017 1.53 650 910 6350 03 28 23 1.5 35 35 82 69 3.9
2018 1.58 630 950 6550 03 29 24 16 38 36 83 70 4.0
2019 147 670 940 6850 03 3.0 25 1.7 42 3.7 84 71 4.1
2020 1.52 690 990 6950 03 35 26 18 45 38 85 72 42
2021 1.73 710 1010 7250 03 40 27 1.9 48 39 86 73 45
2022 1.78 700 1020 7350 03 45 32 20 52 40 87 74 46
2023 1.83 720 1050 7450 03 50 33 21 55 41 88 75 47

HakiE: DL EEEERIET 2010~2023 FEFFALR . BRETERG TR FEECSE AT iR E
(USGS. ICMM. WoodMackenzie. LME. IEA. Fraser #f 50 fr. 54347, WIPO. HEE k2% EPIL. &5l DISI), &
LA BT AR
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8 1.65%), A 3L R SEETE LAY, B BAE S CRA™ 530 2270/, N 830 3£ 7o/, W] fg s
E B 55 S Mism i, BN s REAME 22500 5570/ HAFE B (AR IR % 0.3), M M
Ko BUER L, BERIZETH O RENE 3.2 4), HEEEOEEIR.3 AT H O BARTERBAN SR EE
BAEEK, PR RN T 23,5 4) S AEUR(82.5 ) IE R B AT AL LT, ARBEIT R AT 5 KBS
P68.5 ) H AL THE(3.9 4K P AE, HEN T EBR K S 4 7).

Table 4. Descriptive statistical results of variables

4. TEMABMSEITER

AR IR FAR R L=<k 1y YA P THE 22 m/ME RKE
WA 4 GDP A& (GDPb)  H1Z2%E7T 42.8 8.5 253 61.2
7 [E GDP &% (GDPc) Jife 3£t 8.9 4.1 2.3 17.9
sl A& A 4ETE A H (Popb) FrHA 1.1 0.1 0.9 1.3
1 E A I (Pope) RE/N 1.4 0.03 13 1.4
Hh 3 PE 25 (Distgeo) TAE 1.8 0.1 1.7 1.9
HRH fi 7 (Resstock) J 2165 187.5 1600 2486
BE IR 2L (Resb)
HE Fh A7 (Resgrade) % 1.65 0.15 1.2 1.84
KA A (Costmine) &0/l 530 30 500 790
A= AR (Costb)
I L A% (Costproc) %6/ 830 30 800 1090
7 AN % (Pricec) Fou/ 22500 7500 5000 7950
17372 (Marketc)
E AR AT F M (Sube) ¥ 0.3 0.02 0.28 0.32
1 BR il (Polexport) 73(0~10) 3.2 1.1 2.1 6.0
B3R 5 il FE (Policy)
7 Ul (Polimport) 43(0~10) 2.3 0.8 1.2 3.5
KW i A (Techmine) % 1.5 0.5 0.8 23
Hi AR50 (Tech)
B0 T4 A (Techproc) Tji/4E 352 15.8 12 62
2% 181z 4 (Inftrans) 73 (1~5) 3.5 0.5 2.8 43
FEAl I it (Infb)
AEVE LB (Infenergy) 73(0~100) 82.5 5.2 75 90
PR1E M (Envreg) 73(0~100) 68.5 4.8 62 77

W5 5+ 2K % (EnvSoc)
£ 51 {E(Socresp) 73(0~10) 3.9 0.6 3.2 49

4.1.1. EX5|HIRBEEALER
TP RSG5 JIMER, AT Je skt F AR BT R 08, 45 R anZe 5 Fios.

Table 5. Basic gravity model regression results

2 5. BARS| HERERLER
A g TR R ENEES bR i 18 4
B - 0.78 0.11 7.09 0.000
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WA4ET GDP & 0.32 0.07 4.57 0.000
HE GDP & 0.45 0.08 5.63 0.000
(AN DK PERIGE A 0.18 0.06 3.00 0.003
HEAM 0.22 0.07 3.14 0.002
Hhy 2 P B -0.21 0.05 -4.20 0.000
0.68
BRI
RS 0.65

FEAR| A ] H 45 R OR, TR JE R4 0.65, 3 BASE RS 34 1) i 7 A 6 4 H 1 5L B A e g o
BAIHETE. GDP (0.32)F1 A (0. 18)%F Hi F1 £ 22 B[z, #E GDP (0.45)F1A [1(0.22) A FF 535 {2 i3
Gy, BT R E S BRI T 3 T R AT SR 5 SO . MR EE B R EON-0.21, JRTE 1%
MK b 28, U A A2 PR AN R DG AR X X0 57 5 A AE B R AN . BT S, fE 40 5] SR e i
BEh AN 5 TR A RIFHE RN, A —P ol N R 5L T rT S,

4.1.2. ¥ REBTESINGHETER

FERABF R b, ATBD N A Tt BORSHIE . BOR S a8, FEaldo
LA SH SR REY R, 4R 6 ir.

Table 6. Regression results after introducing extended model variables

Fo. I RERTESINGHEIFLER

R3-—eyll FAE EYEER FrifEiR U= El
g en - 0.82 0.12 6.83 0.000
WA 4ETV. GDP M& 0.28 0.06 4.67 0.000
th[E GDP & & 0.38 0.07 5.43 0.000
s s PR N E 0.15 0.05 3.00 0.003
HRE A 0.19 0.06 3.17 0.002
HhHE A —0.18 0.05 -3.60 0.000
. Rt 0.35 0.08 4.38 0.000
IR L ‘
HE AL 0.28 0.07 4.00 0.000
o R JEA -0.22 0.06 -3.67 0.000
P A )
n A —0.18 0.05 -3.60 0.000
R S A% 0.15 0.04 3.75 0.000
LEB7E- s \
B AR it v -0.12 0.03 —4.00 0.000
. Hy FTRR ] -0.25 0.07 -3.57 0.000
BUR 5 & o
HE L ah 0.30 0.08 3.75 0.000
KA HA 0.20 0.05 4.00 0.000
FAR 5005 }
InITHEAR 0.18 0.04 4.50 0.000
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g3k
- b ] 0.15 0.04 3.75 0.000
B gnivei ‘
Ae R AL Y 0.12 0.03 4.00 0.000
‘ HBEE -0.08 0.02 —4.00 0.000
HESHERER
e 0.10 0.03 3.33 0.001
N 0.89
BRI A ‘
kLY 0.86

TESINGEIR B AR /= A . BURHIEE . HARGIHT . it RISt 25y TR 5, AR
J5 RRAEFH A 0.86, W35 m TRAEIAL, U BARALIRR: ) KRG 58 . A%0 51 178 B BT 3 N IEAR R A0
AR, BUHRESHEARRESE T E 25N R0 . BAKIT S, S5 % 58(0.35) A1 5 A7(0.28) %t
H A B R A2, AR P AR CRAT AR —0.22 « I T RAR—0. 18] HE 1T Al B R 11 2405t F1BR i1](—0.25)
OIS 5y, TR CUERN(0.30) R AR AR T o BRGNS Al 1 i R S IE RIS E R, PRBRVE
(—0.08) AT A FLRR A LI A, Mi#E22 TTE(0.10) U B T T+ LRI kKRG , 2R 1 [FIfRRE T 86%
MR S, BRA SR RIT.

4.2. &R 94

[BUH TS5 R, BORIAE AR 1 o [ 52 2 07 P SR R . SRR SR I, B i Y
1IN, RN 0.35 JiNE, RO BHEER AR AL OIREN Y WA R I, T E A SRR N
1423870, RN 0.42 F3ml, St 1 b A 52 5 MR s B o 257 A CRE S5 D=
F Y T, TR AR BRG0P R, ARELTT S A0 R AT R A
AMEENE. BORSHIE L, WO RGO, Tk D s O, BOREOREIEEBR . Bk
SEIFITE, SR AN TEORHEL e ST R fh SR, TG SR L5470, SRRSO T i, 52
IS AT REYR AL N O O Y PR B OR B . PR A SRR, PRGN e t , modbAt
TERITAERM T HOMERHIRER . BAKE, RERRART LA UKL, JHESH LR
Fo UMIBOMZE ARG D2 BHIR s AN B BOR . JER USR] Rp Ak A g 4% 2 Fi PR A AR R A
B, BRI E A AL A SR AL 7T AR .

5. G 5EY

AT FUAEFRAR A SRR DG S A7 5 5 0 R Pt 7 A s b 7. AEHRJRIH, ASCHEEMEY RN
SURER, R A BEAH SRR RGNS HTHES, ¥R R T 51 SRR 7 28 5% 2 U ) N ATV B, 5
EARARY, B RE A A 5 R 2 ERGE R R . ESRERE T, DR RN, BORI4E
M R B R R s R SR IR B R BRI S A SRR SR R T R A R AR
KA, AR AT BORACT A P R0 ) DS E B RR . NIRRT A B RCR, N R
YRS BB IER RO, HEBIRE 5 IN TEARTI G, AT BRAR AR I B et 1

BT SRR S X0 5 KRB SE oK, MRSk <0l 5 Re A L ak it e i, DLRRARDIA K
A PREEUENARE , JFAR G I P ESCHF o RIS, SRUEOR G 1R, SIHESERERRE™ SN THAR, il
SEEWE A L AR A S, ST SRIRA AR S A, iR B AT Ty . AEBUR S AT
B R IET, NARBCGRIAE, HESRECR O RS A WU, 38 EECRE PR IR OREE s, et
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