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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the “dual carbon” goals and high-level opening-up, whether foreign direct
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investment can promote low-carbon urban development is a key issue in understanding the rela-
tionship between an open economy and green transition. Based on panel data for Chinese cities
from 2000 to 2023, this paper constructs a two-way fixed-effects model to empirically examine the
impact of foreign direct investment (FDI) on urban carbon emissions and its underlying mecha-
nisms. Baseline regression results show that FDI significantly reduces urban carbon emissions, and
this conclusion holds after a series of robustness tests. Mechanism tests indicate that FDI can reduce
urban carbon emissions by driving industrial structure upgrading and promoting green technolog-
ical innovation. Heterogeneity analysis indicates that the carbon emission reduction effects of FDI
exhibit significant regional variations and differences across levels of economic development. The
emission reduction effects are stronger in eastern and western cities than in central cities, and
stronger in cities with higher levels of economic development than in those with lower levels. The
findings of this study provide important empirical evidence and policy implications for promoting
high-quality economic development and achieving the “dual carbon” goals.
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1. 518

FEAERAR AL H 25 ™R AT 50, HEShax Ol & Do & W 2 G R B 25 1] AR
[H PR eV (IEA) Bl 2022 4 4 BRAEVHAR Ok — LRk HFSCR CUlE L 368 12 1, b s ¥ HhEfERN
S E R ORI BRHSE, BRAFSUS B2 BRI 30% /A, FE A BRAURIG B RIS R DT 20 RN
SAEARAE, P E BT 2030 4E AT SEELBOAIE . 2060 4 RTSCILE HRE) H bR, JFRESHERS AL R R
RO SURFER, ST AT AT IR [ HESh 285 R AR A B . 7 55 AR
71, 2023 4 H [ SERR Al AR SR A ) 11339.1 A2 T N R T, AR ELAE 58 U KU JE 2 BRET 81 2. 4
i BRSNS R BEA . BORAVE B, th AT REIRZIFEMA i 45 . RE R FH R A A8
GOk B, fE R HAR S IITROFATHERE T, 550 BRSO i b g, A
A EEPLSEE L.

MBS DU, F T B A 22 TP B A o BE 4 SR I B B2 25 RV A, A BE IR RE A B T 1Y T 22
K. ISR, EBIIRTT AR 51 A B R b BN S AL BB oLkl Bl e S KRN, T Ak B
JEE . P JEPE B OGEA L. XA REFEURAERE . R AT B AR AR A I,
FIR TS 7. B0, B BEIRRAN TAlb R A AR e RS i R T, AR AR i RE A I L EL R
R R . (H S —T7 T, BEAE SN BT AR AN AL RIS A R sk iRk, AR BT Al B AT e i BOAR R H
SR AR BB B RS, AR P A TR ER R BT, T BB RO i
R, FBORPAANAR SRS BT o B8R T, RIS A A SR T [ e R s T
Ws AN BB TSR MBS T e IR e T AR 2, /e 2 T AU IR AT R G

https://www.iea.org/reports/co2-emissions-in-2022
2https://www.iea.org/reports/global-energy-review-2025
3https://www.gov.cn/lianbo/bumen/202401/content_6927158.htm
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2. XHEkgid

DA ST A BB B S HE O R T B IR T WM — 28R A i BB BT HA Bk
HERLR, B “T5 Y IRREN " 5 57— 2N A i BB R AT e B, BDA7AE “V5 Y R BN .

F—, IEEMWAUAA, S B R RO Mb B X RPTUR I, SR B R A R R A
TN, EERE A P R . AR B T B, G BT 5 i AR VR R F R A0 AR AR HE i
SREE[1]e FE T E R R (O SR B, AR B 3 AR T B, et A R T A )
23 ) RO, U B A 8 3k N RS 3 A 1t R AR AR M X (IR 5 8% [2] [3]- MAEFHMLEIE , A Bl %
A DAIE I #E 30 7= ML 25 R T ARG, 7l S5 A TE A1 4% B S Rk i — SR A B s o e O 4
AAEFI[3]. AR, A1 AR T I A6 538 i A H AR A5 e w3 i HE, Bk BRIk
R[4 BEAh, BEA G0 R BN L 45 MR BB R e, AR BRI 0 “T5 YOI R 7 1
S WS, A 0 3 I R RN B AR RN S B [2] . IRk, TR AT A K, 7R AN R
[N % N U VAL GBS I RSt i E 3 (S NP IE R 2 A0 S UV 50 L2 AN Rl | o S o)
EIZIY R Bk o

FL MW, S B ST REIRI B R TSR, TEIRETRLEIAL TS P A
RESIAS R BUR SR BT VA JE (b IX, A1 B R AT Re I ) i AERe . A e, MR “V5 94K
EREN” [5]. BT VGRS IE N I O FUR I, A BB IR N T MR, B
Gy M X AE AR A1 0F I A8 RS BEAEAE TS e ML e A% nl /6] [7]. ANRBRRR A, AR BB BT IR Bh 1) 7= Ik %
B B BB N, HAE RN B K 5oy 2, H 3B R R TE T4 n] gl % 515 o=k
MM GEIRSEH, BB HEBUE I B RIS [8]. BN, AMRT BRI AR RN B I A L SR TR g 4
CRHESRL, R A ER GG, i BB S B S (17 10938 BLAE F AT REAREBRHERG, 0
H R G H AR RER R RS A AT, AR BB AT T REAT R BHEG (4] -

RARRE, DA BT S B B HR O8N, M AR T 58 4 — B 4518 . TE THDUL Rt R 411 78

PHEL ARG . PGSR T BRI Sk 0 B I BOR RO E s U R . AEAN R R
ANE BRI R AP R E AT, S B B n] B ks Yo\ R AR HE S . el
PRI, AN B G BRSO S e B B I S, LR AR IR T AN B HE N B SR H
X R JEIK RSB 5 DA R A b AR R i R

AR bR otk 32 AR AL DL R J LA T 1R : 55—, ARSCHET 2000~2023 4 1 [H 300 AN i b 24
NI T J2 THI 25 2 41 vl B4 T B HE A 52 i, ¥ T A LB B B RN T I A BB . B
ARSI 20 N7 25 K T RN S E B A B P A 8 P88 L7 T 4/ v A B Rl 3 T e HIE TR e R R ATLA
=, ARSTNIR T XA R 5% A JE 7K ST A A 25 5 A o B e B B B D AL ) SR, B T Ah Bk
HERSAEA R BN T 2 M2 57, il e 22 A 51 R BORORM I 2 R BURSR A 7 2 10Kk 5 .
3. BitRiR

AN BRSO I T A5 R B SRR SO B E R R . MR ARG REARTN, B4
PRl et A PR ER . EERARLS . IREEAR AN E BRI M0 1491, 2 R A I T B YRR F AR A
BOKF[10]. MWERIR 1, A0 BB 0 R i B O 5 i 32 BEAFAE PR el B — 71D, AMEEHENTTRE
PRI T A AR, SN REVR T RERI ARG 59— 7T, AME AT R BRI L PR TR AL
SRLTF FRAR BT 2 HY A BBV AR A TR HE AR O P o DRI, i LB e Tl O ) e AR i), B T
HIB 5K BN 5 G AR RN« S5 LA O 22 [ fR AR X 3 5
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FERRF HEBD 2% R A S AN B e SR B PR A 50, A L P 0 B W) BT 3 T B ™ A A1 ) 2
Mo B9, AMBAEE BB B MEBR G BRE /1, R4 s 2R ReR A AN
PEGA BT AR B Oyt MECTIRACR . mBeRIe gt A T2, A B Al A HE N BEWS 5 v B YR
BB A RCR, I FEAR AL B AEEOK . HK, Bttt N s A e i 37 58 4
{RE A AV SO A P ORI B S B, R BRI SRR AR A S B B
AR ARV TR A PR R . SRt A P B AR BR A 5 3, M ERRIERN . N sl
BEA VR R A SR IR TE A AV A1 REMTSR T T BRI 7= i 77 ik, b BB ANMY
A REFRARAN BT Al 15 B AR AF RO E, 3 ] Bt A0 e RN 7 S A A b T REVRHE, e RS T Bk
HETS AR

B—BE, AN EERR GO B HE B S R AR AR BN BN, AT R IE L M S5 T
ANEROBAR BRI 2 BRAR AAE IR

B A B RENS I B M SR TR D T B HE . 7 S5 R DRE S T R HETBOK T
MEEREK. —BOnE, Aoshal. SRR A FERE ™ Wt BEUR BN MR, 3T AR
HEORYE; TIMRIR S AR A et il 3 i o A S s B BN EL AT SEAR A RE TR AR SR o A1
WHEN G, AR St A A S B AT S SR (7 MV B /55K, HEShIR ™ ki &
HIRPAIIE S e BERERRT T e BN AEL . ARBEREIE [ 1FE 42 [11] [12]. RARTT =, AhBE Al m] DU il 5 ik
G A S A | A 7 i 1 1 P 7 | 0 D B N 114 BN Nt N E S S L 4 6
SERCER IR M E S EOR, fREAH L IRT > R SRR RE S i Tr T, A BEEEARE
BEARBELE LIRSS R R, HEShfE I B AR BT SRR R LS AR M B T e . B
PSS RIANBCAL, SR 2 R KO AR RE P M O MO 2 T B, BROREZR 7 H B REVEER AR A B HE Tt
B B, BRI, AR B BT T DB HES) ™ ML G544 T GR35 B IR R -

S A ERA B AR I (e HE AR L BOR QBB D R T B 2R BOR B AL 12 AT F R
L B TE MBS S Sy . MBS F A ORI ACRE ST ORI A
2200, Jok NBENE 9 ARE T R A ORI RE A . ARER T RS HEM G PR 5 [13] [14].
WA wET . ANA S NBE SR, Al G845 7 > FFIR AN B Alk (U 2r R AN
BN, MR S OOQERE . RN, S NS 2 iR AS L SE S R 7)o 8 SR r i
G IAER . AR T RFFTT I B0, BB, St T, =5k
MR, JFl gx CRoR QIR AR ™ A MR S USAS . 5 Al R B A s AL 7 5= T
LR A DO A AT TR E Z 75, BRI KRS I EE T B B, Sk
FLREACTR RS I BN AN S8 R AL (LB T ek bR BT, BE T 5w REVRM T AR, b3t
BRHERC. S BL B, ARSCRR W R AR

B 1: i BB RO T B O AT SR 1R

BUE 20 A BB I HE S 7 b 25 K TR k2 B AR G B 3 T B HE T -

4. fRET
4.1, BREHE

A CAF ] 2000~2023 G2 H 3 T AR EE, A XA [ RN R T AN R B AR I T A HE R R
my, BN (1) s .
CO2 =y + o fdiy + o, Xy + 1 + 8 + & 1)
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ER 4

Hrf, CO2, Ronylinli i 48 t SEAYRRHEBCR AN B fdi, okl i 78 ¢ 5 (058 Brobl Y A0 B B 3o 4
fHs Xy N RIERIARE; g G I HFRTRITT R E RN O e RN 6 NBEHLTIRI; o A
SCERAZ OIS, oA BB B TR A B AR R

4.2. TEHA

1) BRI (CO2)

AICHI CGER [¥) CO2 HEUH i Hodle,  #22 {8 h B AT B [X R AT 8 BT 45 21 o [ Vi [ A IR 2 CO2 HE
TBCECHE R PR ) BB RO AT BUX R HEAT 704 FEIL S, 4931 2000~2023 4 A (3 2543k 7 4 2 CO2
HETBAAE - Dyl 57 75 22 55 19 FBUNS [ R 45 SR G, A SO ST CO2 Al O $U b 2

2) ML REACE: SEBRA A1 B (fdi)

ARSI AR AR BN AP TR LR LA, P SR SC bR AN R AR o . B, AR SO Sbf]
FIAI G Sl AT X A A B

3) iEHIAL

N TR (pop) FH P RN T BB R s 22358 A JE KT (pgdip) N 257318 X2 777 e AL AR 6t R 2w
<ERbA R KT (financial ) 4 AR BT AF STCR A HL X A 7 BB R T8 X SR ITT80K T (openness) HI ik
H VR G el B X AR R A B IR /K SF (urban) HT AR AR L N F1/ N FIR T

F R T R RERR G TR L.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics of main variables

* 1 EETEmARMRIT

BEFFS FEA% P N B/ME R
fdi 7045 9.290 2.202 0 14.941
pop 7045 5.775 0.904 -3.219 8.136
pgdp 7045 10.202 1.143 7.145 20.709
financial 7045 2.416 1.485 0 22.207
openness 7045 0.003 0.003 0 0.055

urban 7045 0.374 0.208 0.015 1

4.3. #iEEAH

AICH) CO2 Hiffik B CGER Hudfe, A% UoiReAR i A P2 AL Hla 2ok B R vt 4R 45 . it
S, BT E O E O BAEAAAEBR R, A SO SRR T B AL B, 45 3 i AR

5. SCHES#R
5.1. EEEVINHr

2T T IREMEREALE R (1)~(@)FIEIFR 1 I [ RN B A [ R RN, R (D) S AR
AR A THEE R, (2)FHs I AL 5 G THE R, (3)FIAEAE () Bk Atk_E- A A4k 117 SRS bm e iR (K Al
TR WUEERATH, ARG IR AR, Al RECEZE T, FEBIEWISERRA A S g e
REARI T BRI A2 BN A R LU AR S, TH R EON-0.02, fKIREZEVIE, XKWL
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BRI AN SRR 1%, S TTRRHEIEC T B 29%. DRIk, B 1 A5,

Table 2. Benchmark regression results
2. FEMEIAER

(1) (2 3
AR B A4 Cco2 co2 co2
—0.009" —0.020"" —-0.020""
fdi
(0.0026) (0.0032) (0.0088)
0.251 0.251™
pop
(0.0339) (0.1119)
0.127 0.127*
pgdp
(0.0147) (0.0534)
—0.004 —0.004
financial
(0.0035) (0.00712)
3.406™ 3.406
openness
(1.3927) (4.6460)
-0.141" -0.141
urban
(0.0405) (0.1412)
I T[] 5 R NE = = b
S Ay (8] 5 RRRE = = &
N 7045 7045 7045
R2 0.964 0.965 0.965

{7 T RIERRAE 5% 1%IKE ERE, (1) QFIFES AR @ AER, (3)F IR dER

5.2. R RIE

ONYSAEREAE [ VAZE RAAAENE, AT LU JEdb it . B R B iR A, Ny gttt Hie
A B TS ROE IR, ASCRE ] 4R A [R A M Bt S @i(di_2) o e A O SR AT R A i, (el R 8t
SREZ NG FLUGERBRRFIRREAS, FERT FOREAS o ELRE T AR LU -3 2 i 44T S i AT U0, T o0 el
LR AT B, ASCRAER. i, KA. HIRVIAS BT REA S B a BEAT FOFT 1T, 45 R Bt
AR BN AR BRI IAR A I AR o B, 25 R8BI TR Bt 2 B S e (30 B8 R S B A,
SEMERSRL AT RE AL S [0 AR o D2 B [ PR RS R A T 22, A SORAZ OB AL B e — 30)(Lag_fdi),
FFEFEIA, SR BRTE RBUIR BN, BIUIEZEAR A A 0 RS FE v ) H 45 SRR AT . BRJE,
A AT BEAEAE — LERm S A TS R AR . DRI, AT A SR AT XU 19645 R AL HE 5 34T 5
Bttt SERERPHRBIRRE 0, T RIAIE 1 3AE Bl 925 R R E. BAAZE R InE 3 s,
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Table 3. Robustness checks

3. RfEMeLm

Bl Ay PBREFRAE A it J5 — 1 i 2 AL

AR B4R co2 co2 co2 co2

-0.011™"
fdi_2
(0.0023)
-0.020™ -0.023"
fdi
(0.0089) (0.0089)
-0.018™
Lag_fdi
(0.0076)

BEHA R = = & &
IR T [ 7 N = = & &
SR ] 2 RN & 2= & &

N 6962 6949 6751 7045
R2 0.965 0.964 0.967 0.961
VE: L T EIRTE 5%, 1% K LR, FEES A NESRER.

5.3. HEIHELE

225 22 WOCHRIARGE[15], AR SCEE S W N AR AT LA 56 «
M; =a, +a fdi, +a,X; + 14+ 8 + & 2
CO2, =b, +bM, +b, X, + 14 + 8 + &, ?3)

Hor, M RoRPURIAL R, oAb AR & USR8 £3K(2) @), Wi 2Ha BENIE, b B3
G T AL AT

DRI, A S5 B SCIR IS [16], B AT L 25 M T R BOR 7 87 ML 25 K TR 20 i B AR 1 0L
HARAA: upgrade = 55—\ IN{E 5 GDP LhE x 1+ 55 =il & GDP L& x 2 + H=j"
A INE 5 GDP LETE x 3. FAh, A AT 4% € % R BOBLE B KO BB R F RN T I St R BT
(greenpatent). < 4 IR THURIRRIRAE R, (1)~(4)51 B T 45 R I A% o AR AR B X LA A2 2 PO S ) k3%
IIE, AL AR 5o 48 AR AL o (P ) S 2 7 X T A R B R SR T I K L A TR
RTE T IR ER ELBIHKT S HET AR T BRI T R O . B 2 FHE

54. RBEMESH

N T ARV XA R 30T A e B B8 A RSO 1) 22 S A ST, AR SR v L 9l i 422 8 X7 il 7 9 2R
s AP AR X R AT, JFREAT R, [BIASE RN 5 Fn. AR 5 AT, ARERHLIX [ Ah R EAR
B A AR RN i 9 S 25, P S DX gl A N A8 2 {EL RO R /N AS B R L IX v 0 X P AR O
HERNIFA R . FTREMIEIE 2. A FDIATMLAI R, R Rt X AR 58 3 2 S b T mBoRBliG k. REE20
FEAEAMSA A5 BAL R A S B BRI S5 S5 BRI 55 L AU, 1 3 s
2 BURTE P Te S S NN S AN BTt v I P 45 i T RV RSty AR VR Y & AP € G5 S VA S SR E
PUERH X AR FDI AR B HE RN, (RSN AT A Rl R BRSO A BEVRIN T ARt A% 4
il b LU, SR I BORR 32 B PV IR . BEURZE K AR SCRE o R, DR P RO 55 T 2R s X
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HMHZT, St X FDI S 2 ARBUR R AIN TRURAIE, 20— AlE . g S An 55 sl e
P, BORG R AN SR it SR LA A R, FDI 5 R A AR D RN AT RER A 7= KUY 5K AN RE U T 1

IR > Rl BRIRHE RN I AR 2

Table 4. Mechanism analysis
= 4. HHEE

1) @ @) (4)
AR AR upgrade C02 greenpatent Co2
0.007™ 0.017"
fdi
(0.0032) (0.0083)
—0.364™"
upgrade
(0.0996)
-0.031™"
greenpatent
(0.0050)
PEIAL B & & & 2
BEA7 [ 5 SR 2 & & =&
N 7045 7128 6527 6592
R? 0.887 0.965 0.940 0.960

B L TARMIFORAE 5%, 160K ERE, 55 R SR

Table 5. Regional heterogeneity
F 5. XS FEM

s [l
BRI Cco2 co2
" —0.033"" —0.004 -0.019™"
(0.0051) (0.0054)
Pl A & P &
IR T ] 5 AR P &
G & 2
N 2396 2201
R2 0.957 0.961

RN 1%HIK BB, 35 AV RERR MR

NRE— PRI 22 B R /KPR S 2R, AR SCHGHL X N 25 GDP (i Ar 3, AR Hh A Bk 47 70 4
TR O R BE RRAKCTX, AR T R LB IR AR AKCT X, [RIASE R U 6 s
GURETR, WG R EACT 0 X IR BR IR HE RO 38 TR 5F R AT X s X — 45 ] AR N =t
IV X S A8 S SR I BRI BE T B R ka5 4 . S PR IR SR . B 5836 1 i A B A
SRR R R FERT R, RENS B8 0 MURE AN i ELERBE B R SR B BOREBE D AP g R e de, - BRI Ah i
FEAR R BRI RO 5o ARZE T A SR AT 1 X B SRt RE AP i ELREAR B Hh 3RS — s ikl as, (Hih T

DOI: 10.12677/wer.2026.154057

22 PR R


https://doi.org/10.12677/wer.2026.154057

&

ER 4

PVt BUBETEETT AR AT T A AT AR A AL, B HE RN 32 B — e IR (A, 2% 6 4R
RW, A BB BRI AT W R 5 A KT R itk BIZRBE R KT, Ah i FLR I
DR RE 6 A 2 (I BRRAEE o

Table 6. Heterogeneity by economic development level

6. B RRKFEREM

R R R KF IR K &K
AR B AR Cco2 Cco2
-0.036™" -0.008"
fdi
(0.0053) (0.0043)
i A 2 P
BT I S RO 2 P
AR I E RO 2 P
N 3511 3524
R? 0.969 0.960

e T T ERORTE 10%. 1% BB, SN EERMER.

6. L SBUIREN

ARSCAE ] 2000~2023 AT TIARCECHE AN [ OSSR, PRI T AN B B I T R R
(s, SRR R B, A BRI B (AN e 2 A i AR, SEIESS AR s T SRR
MRS GEHEIN 1%, IRTTRRHRBCREFER 2%, HIX—40RAEZ M IR AR, 55—, HESIT
PAEERITE R ARHESR T % LR BT AN R B I SR AR R R SC B E ML 28 =, AP E
R TR I B R 2 R T XA DL R T 85 A JRe T (AN [ 7 A 22 SR AL RO o 25 948 B 7 s i Tl )
B HE RSN 58 T T AT S R AR A SR KT I T R TR D R AT M X

BEXTLL B, ASCERH UF BUR L

F—, eSS HERE, RACAN R BRI MR . WETUERML, AR BRI BT RE NS 2
SRR AT DR T WU AE A 7 51 B3 IR b B SRR AT 5% RS [ SR AR B B . MG 51 E T BEAA
TR BTEedR. mom i Ber Bt MBI SS WA IRBRA . BORSNRITH , X keRe . =R (i
BB IUH RO R, BOREREURTEAE. BRHFIGRIE . SREBORACTSEIRIRA SN I H PEAL K R,
B L T G Ml Ak Bt X PRI R 22 AT $e A%, HESH AR BT 512 S AR A HARAH P

B RAEANE BB L S T O SR L BOR QU IAE Sh E  . HLBIAG AR R BT, Pk g5k T
AN Zx LB R BT AL 1 ELAR BT PR T e 2 A . DAL, 51 AR BT EE 2 N e PR IE
RBEAE ARHEBG™ b, HEBIIR T 7 b 25 40 A e i b AT SR PR P b T S el 2B 7 Al 55 Mk
AN VLB AR [, MR BEA S A A . AR SR LB R &1, et
TBEEBOR, ATRERGHE T2 M Ve B 0T HG SR A A (BRI e AN Sx (B KT, A
TR AN e B4 15 58 AR RR A 2 o

=, RN RECE, R AR S CURIRRE ). RTUE TR, SRR BB AR
PR RN 2 R X A 26 A AN 28 BE R AT AN RITIAFAE ZE TR o AR M X N RS A A TFTBOKT =i BB e /0 5
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FIARHS, R SIERT A IR e A A (IR 5 YA B s DG it DX 8 45 B U B IR ¢ € R e 5
SIFANBTHENTE R REIR . A IR AN SR (LA B IS5 s o Bt X7 A 7 M e R e A e B v A 5%
ZREOAENTIME, BTN SFERE. MHPBIH o X TARGSE A AT T, W s SR a5 7
MBS AR R, - FX AR O BOR RS B2 00 B CRE /1, AN B8 S L 3t e A g 3 i B I 45

8
E&UH
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