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Abstract

Background: Galectin-3 (gal-3) involves in tumor development, progression, and regulates im-
mune cells activity. Th17 cells and T regulatory cells (Treg) in tumor environment could affect
tumor progression and prognosis. Recently few researches investigated the relation between gal-3
and immune cells in colon cancer microenvironment, therefore this research aimed to demon-
strate the correlation between gal-3 and Foxp3+, IL-17A* lymphocytes in colon cancer microenvi-
ronment, for further investigating the effect on immune microenvironment from colon cancer-
associated protein. Methods: From 2011 to 2012, fifty colon cancer tissue samples and 10 adjacent
normal tissues after resection in Affiliated Cancer Hospital of Guangzhou Medical University were
collected. Expressions of gal-3, IL-17A and Foxp3 were detected by using immuno histochemistry
(IHC) technique. Correlation and significance among these three markers were analyzed with
clinical-pathological data. Results: Gal-3 was mainly expressed in cytoplasm of tumor cells, Foxp3
was often found in cellular nuclear of stroma lymphocytes, and IL-17A was expressed in cytoplasm
of stroma lymphocytes. Analysis showed the positive expressions of gal-3, Foxp3 and IL-17A were
all significantly higher than in normal colon tissues. Expressions of gal-3 in late stage cases were
much higher than in early cases, as well as the Foxp3+ lymphocytes and IL-17A* lymphocytes. Un-
ivariate analysis revealed stroma infiltrating Foxp3+ lymphocytes and IL-17A* lymphocytes had
positive correlation with tumoral gal-3 expression (r = 0.608, P < 0.001, r = 0.289, P = 0.042),
which means the higher expression of gal-3 in tumor was, the more stroma infiltrating Foxp3+
lymphocytes and IL-17A* lymphocytes were. Conclusion: Gal-3 might promote Foxp3+ lymphocytes
and IL-17A* lymphocytes infiltration in tumor microenvironment and involve in colon cancer
growth and development.
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EH: Galectin-3(gal-3)Z 5L FMBEH KA. KE, HAREREABIEE. MEHMFAESTh174
MRS T M (Treg) WM R BRI . BRI X T4 BEgal- 3EE SMAEREHABAIRR
BEFE N2>, BHAR R0 g gal-3 M FRIE 53R EFoxp3+. IL-17A KB, AEANT
IR RE AN BRSO EFR IR . EE: 8E2011-20124E4T M ER K2 B EE
BeiEAT FAR VIR 1 45 e A5 0B A 105X IR IE# A 4, @it e AL B AR RN 4 H Hgal-3. IL-17A.
Foxp3fIRIEFEN, SEEKBESEMT=FMPRER AR, £R: Gal-3BAFERETHH
JEMMKIYR, Foxp3E AT ERBENRFRAS ML MZES, IL-17ARTERMAEHBABE.
7 B B SR IR L2 8] R i gal-3. Foxp3MIL-17AMREEH B ER TIER SR EFHASR . Hifp
gal-3TEEF IS e P REKPHER T RHRHF, MFoxp3+. IL-17A+ B4 HLHI7E F B 7w Fl
HEEFE. HRESTER, HBAHR K gal-38IEKF5 8 a5 5 Foxp3+41 i R1IL- 17 A4 i f A
MBI B IEAESS(r = 0.608, P <0.001; r=0.289, P=0.042), BBl EiLgal 35, HRAR
B E IR Fopx3+4H R ATIL-17A 4R £ . 4518 Gal-3F B W SR Bt 83r 8 Foxp3+. IL-17A+k 40
MERIES 54 RENEKATRE.
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1. ARE=E

&5 Pyt A B R A 3 HLAR T e 2012 S 3 E S5 g RO SR A WL R O3 =, FET R Y
14.23/10 73, Ja+ % WABIERIE S T[], HATERAE S TR AT ATy S5 IR 4, BRI T
Z PSR IR T A N BE HIIRCR, JUHE T PD-1. §T CTLA-4 55 G fill 71 i i) 1 5 4 A&
P AHER T H A R RIS R ORA IR, SEUREERTT BORAFE BRI MA 7, IR T Hol
PRI -

I A fi 8 4 P v e 3 A 4 R 1 A B B P R O S HEAT g, RIS S A I I R
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eGR40 fE BT R A HLA LRGN MICA/MICB & IRIE, H155 NK i i e k2]
Ul i PD-1 Bk (PD-L1) 1A AR dE T bk A M T 1 S5 P08 Gle NAEE [3] . FRAT A AT AR 5
WRI, FpHaaRiAN gal-3 BETE BRI 25 T R oo 40 2 2808 11 . X Se g RIGTE R 45 e v]
ORI U 4 A B T 2 T A5 R ) S B A B R B R T AR KRR . AR Eh I T 400 17 (T helper
cell-17, Tha7)Fnif =5 T Zi(T regulatory cell, Treg) & Fifh-5 iR & 2L « K< R E VI B4 i . Th17
I ELRIE A 2R -17 (interleukin-17, 1L-17), A5 5 586 405 FUBHAE M T B, Treg 40 M )& T G e 4
HIANAE, FERIE Foxp3 & H, ALERIE IL-10 SRR 1 IR A0 S N o 78 2 F S Ao o om i
SFX P AN E AL RS, (HEEm L RERM AR R ARG,

B, RN T SRR OA SR S e R A TG R, A Bhidt— D0 Fa s 1 S e BB HIL, R 4R
FIPU R IR IT AR S AR AR B . BTk, AW SRl A 4 e H 23 gal-3 HR RIS S MR B
o Foxp3®y IL-17" kLA B A AH S, 00 R I 45 i M 5 B 1 R IA T AR 58 v G 328 4 R D B2 o

2. ARAZ*
2.1. SEIEMARL

e 2011~2012 SRAETHEERL K22 I & iR BE B E AT T AR VIBR I S5 i e 2043, 45 50 1 i Rg 427 %
10 I IEF S5 A A4 . prA A4 2 Wl e A s a4, SFAR AT 4 pm B/ 105k, Hf 1
FKHEAT HE et DL E MR AL 23, AR U0 R AT S A R 2 et T G AL RN b v - ZHAUR YR T 18~70
GG e 8, PERIAR, RETEREAT IR BIBULST . EMiaT . hEARTSE e HUR IR
HEER B B G BB i S AR B M 290697 s RIS kB4 5 B A>T 12 4, DAaRAS HER Il R
I RIGIRERIS NG E, IF A S B AR B TR

22. RIEENRE

AR LA HE Yt s 4s i e 4L 2 sk IE 5 S kst . s Ak e 0 R — b ikt
17[4]: HED) ks, Kk, BEHUR, PBS BREJE I 39%id A0 S BH I Py Y I Al [ 10
YR, B —PUME 4°CIR, PBS BEM 3 G PR A =il 30 /0B, TEIENORA(DAB)YE. 4R
FIWTeH 2 2 ERRME IS e FEPUAAHE: RPTA IL-17A 2w fEdifA(Abcam A 7], abl136668).
BPTAN FOXP3 Hog fE i A (ab22510) FL4TA galectin-3 #.7¢ fE Hi {4 (ab2785).

2.3. ERFE

BB i BE G U] i 3506 A 4 0 SRR D SR FH U V25 20 Sl 6 AT ) SR &5 . U1 R e B AR B (X
40) FULEE, 1k S S5 AN [A] J5E 2H 2 F I i v L 24 i e v (1 X3, AR5 e 4 i B (X 400) BEATLIE Y 5 A~
A FALET HEAT PHPE S LA T 2. Foxp3™ TL-177 7k E 200 Ff 5 S 400 J 2 4t 5 S Mo B iR R L AT A (R
HESR TR 100 AU EL A A RH 4 B, BH YRS M 2 <10% 9B 1%, PHIEZ0 % > 10% 4R, Gal-3
BH 1t G 6,07 40 AR 41 WA SR 72047 [4]: Gal-3 FEMIR 223 b A T I, 424 E R VT o0 A K548
@35y, B2, WG 1y, BEGNO Y. WECHRMEEIEY: — MBS GHLKT
75%J9 4 73, 51%~75% N 34r, 11%~50%2y 2 77, /N1 10%M 175, BIVE N 0 70 sefa & A4Hn, 0~3
I NBATERIS, 4~6 4) NBATERIA .

2.4. Gt

GEik oy AR SPSS 13.0 # i, H MR FIFRIATE B Sl R S HU 6 R R A o KB Ek Fisher #it)
A% % HIE A RIE AR K H spearman AR 70 #T. 24 P < 0.05 I, YONEA ST L.
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3. &R
3.1. Galectin-3, Foxp3 # IL-17A LB RELA LA P EFTE

I TR G R, K gal-3 B F (AR e ) R ERIA T MR S AN R, 7R S5 IR
S H R IA T B AL T AN AL (L ] 1) 7E 50 45 g iRg 4143, gal-3 FRIAPHT: %N 66% (33/50),
1B 4 b R AT 1 41 gal-3 APHPERIE(BHPEZE 10%, 1/10), $e/RMIML 5 IR 450 b R 24
gal-3 B)FIA A R 2 5 (P = 0.001) . 7£ I-11 JHSE 7m 20 23 gal-3 BHTEZEN 46% (12/26), TAE 1~V 25
Wi AL 2 3R TA PE M 5l 87.5% (21/24), P4 gal-3 [ERIE/K A it 222 (P = 0.003). {HAH<M:5
TR IR 2021 gal-3 FIRIA SR MG AR R R TE W Bk R (LK 1),

Foxp3 £ [ = RIS TE 45 W () 20 23 P itk BRI i, — RV O TR 1 T 40 (Treg) i 32 B AR 10 2R
Fo S diib Yot o Foxp3 & A 3 2 A Ttk 4 fO AN A%, X PP Foxp3™ i 3= 22454 1 i Rg | o
o, IR ORIE T MR AH R (L 2). iR RN, FESE W AT Foxp3 g i PH M 2 TR B
H LI FH P (54% vs 10%, P = 0.005); 1 H. Foxp3 4 ffd (1) BH 14 2 5 5 988 TNM 43 35 52 3 415 (P = 0.005),
EICPEVER S M RN AL RIEREE . MO RREE . PR AR AR AT A B S H W 22 e o gt
FRX(EE 1),

AR, Yett g Bt R I o) 45 A0 B B B o Foxp3 BHPESLt, TEANMRZ RN CH B th . 45

Table 1. Correlation between expression of gal-3, Foxp3, IL-17A and clinicopathologic characteristic in colon cancer tissues
= 1. GRpEEYA gal-3. Foxp3 # IL-17A RiA5IRKFBES BN X R

Galectin-3 Foxp3 IL-17A

[y SEL N P — ¢ P — p
) ™) (G C)) (NG

5 5 27 6 21 3628 0076 14 13 3435 0064 4 23 2715 0183
s 23 1 12 6 17 8 15

o <55 % 17 7 10 0591 0534 8 9 0535 0548 5 12 0414 0728
>55 % 33 10 23 12 21 7 26

HAL Fkgiln 30 10 20 0015 0903 12 18 0001 1.000 8 22 0292 0.740
fkgEly 20 7 13 8 12 4 16

NS <5cm 30 13 17 2911 0.088 13 17 0347 0769 8 22 0292 0.740
>5cm 20 4 16 7 13 4 16

SEFRE  hEok 36 14 22 1369 0242 13 23 0810 0522 10 26 1.006 0.468
&1k 14 3 11 7 7 2 12

R EE T1-T2 13 7 6 3083 0079 5 8 0017 1000 5 8 2014 0.256
T3-T4 37 10 27 15 22 7 30

TNM 434 I~ 26 14 12 9.507 0.002 17 9 8194 0005 12 14 4987 0.035
i~V 24 3 21 6 18 4 20

A¥fCEA CEA<5 22 9 13 0836 038 10 12 0487 0567 4 18 0729 0512
CEA>5 28 8 20 10 18 8 20

H A R I 50 17 33 10643 0001 20 30 8343 0.005 12 38 11760 0.001
EH 10 9 1 9 1 8 2
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Figure 1. Different expressions of galectin-3 (gal-3), Foxp3* lymphocytes and IL-17A" lymphocytes in normal colon epithe-
lium, early-stage and late-stage colon cancer
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Figure 2. Expressions and distributions of Foxp3* lymphocytes and IL-17A* lymphocytes in colon cancer tissues
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[ 4T Fopx3 T BH 14 28 (60%0) th 5 35 = T 1E 8 ki i | 52 41 i (10%) (P = 0.001). {HIXFh Fopx3*fiyei 2
Jf A E LA I-10 390) 5 A s BA (-1 BA) 755491 2 18] TG BH 5 72 7 (54% vs 65%, P =0.565), 515, 4t
S5 FLARIG PR-03 B 2 B0 B AR DGPE (LR 1),

IL-17A 72 Th17 #k A0  EZ AL R o AR TS RAIAESS W 2 23 IL-17 A0 5 2 iR
(AR R AR LB L 1, 1 2). X3S IL-17AYR RGN e T S 45 e N2 R B PR R 76%, BB
TIEH b 42 i BA PR 634 25 (76% vs 20%, P = 0.001). 7 g 3 i gg 25 21 v (i BA 7 2t 3 83%,
W S 1 LS P Rg 41 44(83% vs 69%, P =0.035). {HARIZL R IL-17A I I EL ) S ). SRR, P
TR R P S PR -9 B S B oA (LR 1)

3.2. GRAFELRLA gal-3. Foxp3. IL-17A HIFIEEEM:

BARUL 45 R e S i 42 b gal-3 B2 1. Foxp3* Al IL-17 A"k B 40 it 1) 2 548 3R B B v 1 AE o 4%
W B 2HE, {HT gal-3 A REMARIA ST T kLA f r) B R A A, DRI ERATIE— 25 23 b7 gal-3
5 Foxp3. IL-17A fIFREM M. e REW, 454K gal-3 Fik/KF5 M8 it Foxp3*4l
JH ) bl Ag) 52 IEAH 5% (r = 0.608, P < 0.001), BPffiRg2 e KiA gal-3 ke, 8] 44 H IR ¥ Fopx3 4 i ek
2. Ah, PRAIZ gal-3 B KT RS R 1] B AR IL-17 AT A BE 4 2 IE A < (r = 0.289, P = 0.042),
PR A gal-3 Kk, A5 RE IL-17TA I ZE . (BREEHZ T Foxp3 g fl IL-17A"
S PR 2 ] PR G A R 43 A O BH S AH OGP (WL 2 2).

4. ¥1ig

S e 1) A 5 5 W JRy g 9E O A, T R T RS 7 AR P AR R A R R R SR O B
H G R A R . H SRR 2 W TUAESE, G N 1) SR A R ik e | I PR TS 2 D)AE G [5]
BEARGE W AE R RIS g% Rk G B BAE R, (R R 7 A 1 2 1 G T 5 il Je 30 S PR 5
HH) G % AN PRATY R AE A o AR SO i e AL D7 SR T A IR A Y gal-3 BRI Foxp3T4H g Al
IL-1I7ATHIIE SR R, R = FHIE MR A 40 R EKP B3 m T IE R X AL, H Foxp3 41 g fil
IL-17 A" A %5 2 5 T gal-3 RIE/KF- 23 VA 5%

Gal-3 RRHERFIE L AME R A, £—FZoaein, HIRR J 40 M a] OoR5 B . 37 A i
TERG AR TR A G RS . Gal-3 fEZ Mk iRt B ik, S 54K, JrEcm
fRIEEERS, @S R IR AN A BRI A e . COIESE4E e 412 gal-3 1
TIPS MERIERE . SRR GRS UIAHSC6] [7]: FRATHI AT HI0T 70t & IR gal-3 J2& 5
g B TS PBSL R R . HHE BT gal-3 5 e A I AA L, SAHB KN gal-3 w1y
N E % Jurkat T 40 AR KRR T2 (8] A r= A2 ¥ gal-3 78 JS 3 oA s i ik B SR 4, 1 o 3 ik
JEI gal-3 BESMRI R NIPE T AR M et &, R T i manur 1, R,

Table 2. Correlation among gal-3, IL-17A and Foxp3 expressions in colon cancer tissues
52 2. GRpEEA T gal-3. IL-17A. Foxp3 FixMHEE X &

JH9RT gal-3 & RIE

r P

- +
‘ - 15 8

8] 5 Foxp3* & ity 0.608 <0.001
+ 2 25
- 7 5

A5 IL-17 A4 i 0.289 0.042
+ 10 28

<
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TSP RE G R [9]

KF L A 4R IL-177 W 40 & Foxp3 itk EX 4 i 3% 22 (o HL M AR B A fH T IL-17 R ZRIE
F Th17 4uf, i i o R 18] 5T A Foxp3 2 ZRIA T Treg, BT LLX W FlEE 175 5 3B 4 4 () Rk A8
b, SEbr b HEAR BT Th17 40 M A0 Treg 4H Mo 78 i b0 58 IR I 000 o BRAE SCHRHRTE Foxp3™ itk L2 41
JiL7E bR 2L 2R B SR AR 5 B R BRSS9 [10] [11]. ASHIF 9T 78 W2 51 Foxp3 ™ vk T 40 it 76 firk 83 J B 1) )it
R IE B T IR R R, ELS IR PR 2 A ¢ . BRAE B 70t R DL 45 e 4L R rh A SRR 2 1 IL-177
MRELAHM, T HIX 2 IL-17 AR I SR AR A P S R A B R L IR R TS B O OC[11]. Rk, HAT
KT IL-17 R A B 1 A it B AN/ F0 R IR AL 2R IL-17 ik 240 B BE R 38 %2, 1 HL )
VIR AIE S Th7 2 i 2 {2 4% 11 B 28 T8 A8 SR 46 e 1) A 2 (R 3R [12], Rl I s B IL-17730 2
Yfi g v] i@ ik CCL5/CCL20. IL-8 #%% CD8 8 14 T 4 i Al rp i bor 40 B ik N g 412, I BB R M & Xt e
Jed 1) S8 SOSE[13], 1T IL-17 9k E2 40 B I B s DR 35 o FRATTI AT 7 45 SR AR AR 7E IR IR i . RL
i 98 R 6 ek R A 2, -7 AR A B PR B A9 R R T o IR SRR 4 e R R e R P R R
A FOXP3 Ik 40 Mo A IL-17 AMIHE L4 OO 22, ml Reid i e e Ml A S 3R STk, 25
i Jed 4 L ) A KRR 2%

ST Jea 0 L P 3 e SO O B S R A 45 b e 92 ) 9k E2 48 i (tumor infilltrating lymphocytes, TIL)
FINLEIT RIS 2 o A WS IR P2 A2 0 1L-6 X TIL A el B 34 F[14]: #¥14h CDA'T 4HpsE TGF-B
5 T Al £IA Foxp3, ZMbch Treg 400; {H TGF-B Al IL-6 FL[AH) 34 K vl 4745 CDA'T rh Foxp3 )%
BN, i JEZ) RORyt 3RIE, A CDA™T 4HMdm) Thi7 4uMa)7 M7 4. ik, 1L-6 fE¥E CD4A'T
YA 1) Treg/Th17 ZHAR K34k 75 [ R B I [15]. BRATRTIARE R R B, BEE MRk, AP
o Foxp3 itk 40 B A IL-177 3k EX 40 M LL 5 B R 38 22, (HX M4 5 R 1L-6 ik /KT T8 B S AH G .
BCRATEIT TE B AR R 2 5 45 e 5 VI 5 1 gal-3 88 o - FURE LA 22 50 il B4 5 22 v 0 11 S B A 1Y
A% gal-1 A7 S AR i K A EEAL ) T AR T, AR/ AR A AT Th g IFN-y 53,
PN 718 JE ) R A2 [16] [17]; HAM gal-1 B el@d 75 CO4 R T 400, #im#ndl Th M FHH
G G PEAL P [18] [19]. Gal-2 AT gal-9 tH el i @EyE Ak i T 4Hf A A= T2[19]. 7EREME M+, gal-4
ARG CDA™T 4H 53k 1L-6, INJEI A IE % E[20]

AW TR RN R 221 gal-3 (12 1k 55 g JE 6] B3 Foxp3 bk T 20 M RT 1L-17 Ak B 44 e g A3
BIEME, FORELE R, MIRRIAK gal-3 w] GRS JE BB GO 858 Hh bk C 40 B )93 AN 43 A
Xof vk B 4 A T A SR . BT 5 S0 Foxp3*y IL-17A K EL 40 M R0, T R S IR S A 5
AR MU T A, TR rT R S A B B AR BB B, Rk R g e . SRR, B T REA R/, gal-3 5 Foxp3”
PRELAEA . IL-17 A T 20 2 R R % 38 S 5 4 e b e R RE S MRS e il o R FE AR oy g — 2B B0 0E s HLXT
T gal-3 ffAr ez TIL Ha A EG ] i) BAR G FHLH IR A FRR AN AT . Gal-3 RES 520 TIL (1) PD-1/CTLA-4
R R — BRI, X0 ARG G T et 2 1 B 2% .

5. &

g Epnk, fEgs e R Rr iRy, BEE MR R gal-3 EEERETHE, MORALTIRIFN Foxp3®
MO IL-17ATH A M B B 2, Son g e 40 vl RE I 3R iR 78 gal-3 MARIKKT, FHZE AN
HERF S 2 (N R R R L A 2 5 R ) R

E&mE
IR AL TS AR A A B IR IR (A AR E) (39GZMU-10) . M BR R K A A R 3h T H

(2011A32).
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