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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the pharmacological effect of aloe on gastric cancer (GC) through network
pharmacological analysis combined with experimental verification. Methods: The potential targets of
aloe cause and GC related targets were selected from public databases. Protein-protein interaction
(PPI) network, Gene ontology (GO) and Kyoto Encyclopedia of Gene and Genomes (KEGG) pathway
enrichment analysis were used to predict the core targets and pathways of GC. The expression of the
main targets of the network pharmacology in normal gastric and GC tissues and their relationship
with GC overall survival. The results of the network pharmacology analysis were verified by in vitro
experiments. Results: A total of 129 potential targets were retrieved by searching the intersection of
Aloin and GC targets. PPI network analysis indicated that 10 targets including AKT 1 and CASP 3 are
hub genes. The GO enrichment analysis involved 93 biological processes, 19 cellular components, and
37 molecular functions. KEGG enrichment analysis indicated that the anticancer effects of aloe cause
are mediated through several pathways including PI3K-AKT, FoxO and Ras signaling pathways. Among
these, the PI3K-AKT signaling pathway, which contains the most enriched genes, may play a greater
role in the treatment of GC. The validation of key targets in the GEPIA, HPA and DriverDBv3 databases
showed that the validation of most core genes is consistent with this study. In vitro results showed
that Averin inhibited cell proliferation and induced apoptosis in NCI-N87 cells. Conclusion: Aloe re-
duced the mRNA and protein expression of PI3K and AKT, indicating GC by inducing apoptosis and
regulating PI3K-AKT signaling.
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1. 5|8

B (GO) R AR T 15 B L R 400 1 550538 P 3 AL SR . 5 GC MEIBET 40 ok BT e AE
TINBLI 23%. BESh, BT GC TR ECE, TRIEN 5 SEAETER YR T 20% [1]. U372 GC HITRYTT 771
Z—, BUER™E, WSERZM. RAGTUSILES YR IITRCELF . BIER . SV TR — R
BT R T 250 . DAL, RARTUI 2540 (0 505 RE 107 RO U LA B B 3L

2. T4

FrEEEe PN SR B BB AL A, FAE S M &4 7850, B PraE LA & fER .
IEAER, MR Z R 7O P 2 R GBS M R 2R IR TT . TR B R[2]-[4]5 2 5@ N HMGB1
1 RAGE MIEis, %] HMGB1 BB, ##] rhHMGBI1 5 %1 Akt-mTOR-P70S6K 1 ERK-P9ORSK-
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CREB 15 5l B 130, 75T BRI T I w5155 AN B 28l i/ 15 NOX #i] GC 4RI
FETEANERS 2-ROS At F IR AAFE Il . SR, P ERIAIT GC N ZHE R, Fl PRz A s
RICTEIE R 2 W LRI [6]. PIZR G2 — PO AT IHE Rk, ERE T RGEM M ENE
B2, VIR 2GR 2L 7]. ust— DR RAREG R Ot 1 BRI . AT, FRATTEF R 2% 24 P27
W€ T ER B, IR 7 HIBIT GC IR 26 B8]

3. M5 R
3.1. MEHEFSH

PSR TR 2 R TS5 F(sdf #520)2K B PubChem %4 J% (https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/).
FEES R IR AE R 55 M BL R #ds B R ik . PharmMapper (http:/lilab.ecust.edu.cn/pharmmapper/).  Fifi = 5
TR (http://www.swisstargetprediction.ch/)Fll T B2 24 2 45 2 P 22 (TCMSP)EUHE FFE (https://www.tcmsp-e.com/) »
WRIG, BATKIERIR B FrER2E ) Uniprot B3 FE (https:/www.uniprot.org/), FHRHZMIFEREIN “B N7 . 3%
137 A BRI E 774455 . GC AHRIEREEFR I %558 GC AHIHE R 2 M A RTELL 8 /RiE% GeneCards
(https://www.genecards.org/), OMIM (https://omim.org/). F1 DisGeNET (https:/disgenet.org/)H 52 FIHT . 1 F
A “ B RN R, HRRESEER .. SH4ERE, AT o ESHER, USRS ERES GC
FIVEAERE . R AN - & AT ELAE F (PPI) I 45 1) 4 B2 S 3[R 5\ STRING #4% /% (https://string-db.org/)
IR PPI 4% . Cytoscape (A 3.82)H T EHMM MK 2 I E I K. M DAVID #¥E &
(https:/david.nciferf.gov/)HEAT & A& 3 B A “ B S A — JE K 7 I 28 ) i ik R AR AR (G O) ‘& A FH I # ik (R R
HZH AR BKEGG)HEIEE®R. GO &EEMUFEEMTIEBP). AR (COFMITIIHE(MF). P < 0.05 Al
FDR < 0.05 #iA A2 GO EEEMEEF F5. P <0.01 fl FDR < 0.01 #1A A2 KEGG &£ HE fabr. fiH
Cytoscape (WA 3.8 2) AT “Hhm sl - iBEK” M%%. GEPIA. HPA F1 DriverDBv3 #{4f 2 Hh ST 3 E
FIFH GEPIA (http:/gepia.cancer-pku.cn/index.html)7E£E T HIGHE T TCGA-STAD A 10 /MIGHESE SR IA 2.
7E HPA B AR 1 10 /N ICEREE S 78 I B A GC 2143+ 1) 85 A 2RIE A1 4347 (https://www. proteinatlas.org/),
DriverDBv3 %{## J (http://driverdb.tms.cmu.edu.tw/) FHREZE T 10 AMZOFE R S A7

3.2. {&5MSEIRTEIE

(1) AN GC 4if % NCI-N87 W B [F R} Be b ilgdu o LY Fot i pr (b 8 By, P28
(4% > 95%, CID 12305761) H FpJam- AR A R A S (P E B, JR 2175 (FBS) M g /R A
b 28 W T 1640 (RPMI-1640)35 75286 H Gibeo (3£ EINAI4E JE WM = /K B L 48) . — 7] T RR(BCA) &
ERT IR S RIPA ZRLZZ MW F B R E AT AP E i), @dgpE st ERCEES
G5 1 ZE M b BT 3RAF 41 0 ZLAR ) Caspase-3+ AKT. p-AKT (Ser473)F1 GAPDH f#ifk. %%t PI3K Al p-
PI3K HIHTHAH Abcam (¢ FE S #r) 3 4t. Wes 73 B i77 &4 H ProteinSimple (38 E InF4E Jé W ). AfE it
A7 %-8 (CCK8) H Dojindo Laboratories (H A& R ). & RNA PR FEHGA A& HiFiScript P& gDNA
2Bk ¢cDNA & R ZF SYBR green PCR FVRRIW A b B R AR AR A" (R EJER). PCR 5l
Y =56 RN () A PR A R (h E i) &

(2) HMPIEFRFNGE J1 0 ATk NCI-NS7 25 IR E & 10%FBS 1 1% % % - #1% %= 1 RPMI-1640
BiFRBEM 5% CO 1 237 ChMBEs . ¥ ZHE T H A LIDMSO)H, I I 7= B R RE R R A1k
J£(DMSO 29K N 0.1%) . SN T RN 7 25 256 41 B8 B it a1, F A -5 B0 KA NCI-NS7 4l
FATE 96 FLARH, N 5 x 103 BEFLAIM I H 2 Fk (100, 200, 300, 400, 500 pg/mL)ELER (S A 0.1%
DMSO FJ35 775 kb B 24 /N o ARBRJS,  FEENFLAIIN 10 pCCK8 ¥, F7E 37°C R E 2 /It
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450 nm A% B FR A (Bio-Tek, Winooski, VT, USA)# . RT-qPCR 43 M7 ] 4 RNA HRisE F2 i,
A&, MWHAAFERER A2 A 24 h (240 FEE0E RNA. & RNA 9K B B NanoDrop One 73 7%
J% 1t (Thermo Scientific, USA)I5E . 1] HiFiScript g DNA Removal cDNA £ iRkl £k 5 RNA 5%
cDNA. ffi SYBR green PCR HliE i (Low ROX)R 7 &l % PCR V. R4, #1 cDNA, Ffilid(Roche
LightCycler 480 (Roche Diagnostics, Basel, Switzerland )4 il &1 7K °F- .

(3) BT RAMET(TEM) NCI-N87 4 A(S x 106 WAL, FHAFWREN 25403 240 J5, H 2.5%
Y TBELE 4C FEER, SRIGH 1% (wv)SRERRE 1 h, Lk 28 - R K . AN R B A7) 60 A 2 it
IKFAFERE S, RIFRIBAMOEN PSR . BH 70CE A 24 h )5, FEBEE ) A HLEE E SRR B )
B 70 nm WEBEY) R, BRI BRI E Yt . SR, 7E TEM (HOSL, ARal, HA) T WM
PP A5 A o

(4) HBNE T S B Hrfcse NCI-NS7 4, A FEREE 7 25 R AR HE 24 /N )5, fESAHEA
REAHI 7R F] PMSF B3I PP AE UK B 34M% 2 /BT . L 12,000 rpm X ZAEPIIHEAT 5.0 15 438l BCA
T EE A S T E AR E. Wes 43 Bilf| & H T-7£ Peggy Sue %i(ProteinSimple, California,
USA) b 47 187 5 R 8 R S e B8, AR 3 75 109 150 B A DU B 1 B 3R . ¥ in GAPDH {4 PN 4™
N o SEH o T SRIS R LA £ BRiEERIR . SR SPSS26.0 # AN GraphPad Prism8 J7i%, R #.
DK 2275 22 43 Mt T i B 45 AT /0 W . P < 0.05 [P 2 35 11

4. 5R
4.1. WA GC MAESZENBERES

FT PharmMapper 34 %2 . Swiss Target Prediction 1 TCMSP ¥4 FE, JLafiE 17 213 4N Aloin 4
M. GC AL EFRK H OMIM. GeneCards fll DisGeNET. 3Lk 7 4034 N Hbr. AT ZEH) 213
MR 5 4034 AMBTE) GC M RHERERIFEAS A 129 A X SN A E Aloin ST GC HIVE (IR 5 .

4.2. PPI MR E I K X8 B iRk

H4 P A TR0 ) R L R 5 22 1) STRING il e Jm , e B h &5 B A5 E(0.4) k17 40T - PPT 28 A0 5 126 A
TSR 1078 2534, HI Cytoscape (A 3.8.2)f . 7E PP WM&, SRHHJE L% Cytohubba FIHT 10 4MX
A : ALB (F =79).AKT1 (J§ =75)-EGFR (& =64).MAPKI (J% =59).CASP3 (& =57).HSP90AAI
(# =56). MAPKS (J& =54). SRC (J& =54). HRAS (J& =53)f1 ESRI (/& =53).

4.3. GO Enrichment #1 KEGG Enrichment

it GO 1 KEGG I & 470 H7, #RFT DAVID Hdli i b 129 AT EE R (1 AR ) 2 ThRe » 45 SRR,

FIZE R GC [ 129 ANELERLIERLE 93 MEWIIEFE 19 ANGHM o AT 37 A F IR B3 & (P <0.05
1 FDR < 0.05). Y0 fEMAT 5 103 2 E LRI 22 H R B R 4. (GO: 0018105). & )it H B F2 k.(GO:
0046777) REFE - TR AR BEIR AL (GO: 0018107) T2k #2 61 1 #%(GO: 0043066)F1 2 11 57 i B 1k (GO:
0006468). 4H RS> BTG 5 T3 51l 52 M 57 V5 12 (GO: 0005829) 4 g M2 (GO: 0070062) 4 il 7125 8] (GO:
0005615). 4HMI4MX (GO: 0005576)F1 5T B4 i 5 {1 1K) R 2E B 73 (GO: 0031234). 7 F DR 44 /il 5 ALHHE
PR ELAE 22 Z B2 A IR V5 11E(GO: 0004252) K [HI B ER SZ AR VS 1H:(GO: 0003707) . 2 1A i 2 R Wi I 1 (GO:
0004713). BHEHFEME(GO: 0016301)H1 ATP 454 (GO: 0005524).

4.4. B53F GEPIA. HPA F1 DriverDBv3 BiEEEP X B4R
7E GEPIA Al HPA 385 P70 7 STAD Fffb HAR AL R R I . 45 R E W, GC 4141h HSP90AAL
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1 SRC fl mRNA ik T IEH B 441(P<0.05). GC 441 SRC. MAPKS Fil EGFR [k %3k & T IE
HHAL. CASP3 HUEHRIAILT BALF NS, B GC AL RGN . GC HAH IEF 4
Z ) FoAth 5 [R] (1) I8 T i 3% 72 o 7E DriverDBv3 4 FE R & e A AE . 45K W], EGFR Al ESRI [
I 5 A A 2 PR ARAH SR (P < 0.05).

4.5. PAEZEHI] NCI-N87 ZApaRYILsE

NGRS ZE R GC P AAIER . KA CCKS8 Ml 7 25 R AbHE 24 h J5 ARG /1. Bl P 25 Rk
JZ I 100 pg/mL IZHi N E] 500 pg/mL, GC 4HMI /735 2B R, RS20 GC b A %
EHIHIER . LR IC ] NCI-N87 4HMff2E K 50327.1 ng/mL. R4 CCKS Wl 5E i) seie 4 4,
EFE 100 pg/mL. 200 pg/mL F1 400 png/mL IR FE T 5 225050 77 % o

4.6. FEHIES NCI-NS7 LTS

Caspase-3 1] LAY IS R MR 1) Caspase-3, TEANMIH T it s 20 EEIEH . N 7RSI = 2 H %)
NCI-N87 M- 1I5m, 7047 7 Caspase-3 ) mRNA FIEEHEL. SRMAFEAMEL, MHEARE-3 1
mRNA FRIEAE P PRI A AL B2 A 2 2 38 b, B2 233028 200 pug/mL AT 400 pg/mL (P < 0.05 B P < 0.01).
SR, 100 pg/mL 257G TTH S R E 7 M2 7 LA = (P> 0.05). £ Caspase-3 FIEEARZE S
Caspase-3 [ mRNA FiLEFHAHLL. NCI-N87 4H i i) i 25t it i i B b A7 . fERACFE 2 T, 48
MR TR i R B - LS EEE, BEEMIER e, Er 2 EnT a2 22, FH 100
pg/mL PSR ZHAC PR A0 IR S5 R A B AR L . K ZHA AL T REFIRES . SR AR, H 200
pg/mL P25 R A A F A MU AR B>, IF BABM P — 288 . 400 pg/mL 7 252 AL B A0 A% /2 A
Jo3 PR BRI, A M G € 5T R I S R R B I R o 2RI K, L2 I sVt IR S B 2%
YA A — L BRRGE, BRI K. DR AL T A0 T, RPN R RS 4l
JEANTEZE . 20 A% 2 0 P L 2590 2K

4.7. FEEX PI3K-AKT {55EEPHEHXERE mRNA fIEBRIERZ

PRI N 2 25 B 22 5 3, PIBK-AKT 5 58 S5 7 P 2B GC MIpLE], ANE 5@ bRl
B TR RIS BER A K- o BRI, FRATTPRAL 1 AT PIBK-AKT {5 Sl EH . 48R E W,
ANFEIRER A 2R TG, PIBK B mRNA FiA R A A H 4 B 2 FFEWP < 0.01).

£ 200 pg/mL F1 400 pg/mL KE T, AKT ) mRNA FRIEAE P52 A Ab # bt 18 2 R (P < 0.05 B¢ P
<0.01). H4R 100 pg/mL P Z K KT FFES T AKT i mRNA £ik, {H5RAFAA LKA BFHER
(P>0.05), p-PI3K Fl p-AKT [ HRIERKIH S mRNA KAL) B .
5. i1ig

AR, TR IR IT B R IR = M) B0 TR SRR S2 B Gy . 2 T FU R BH[9], 7 25 o nl il 45
g« o IS . R FURAE 2 P R A M 3G S R R AR . 2 RIATT GC MR 2 R 2
FE[9]. — ANER AR E 1G5 BB A Re i 7 25 KX GC 2 A0 2T W2 253 52 0 A, ] BA
1E R G0KF EA R s 2505 FORE 5 2 0] 1) 5 200 AR A FERLE . ASHIE 7T 15 7E e B P 25 R GC
(RISZIE, 3R] P A Arb ST 6 6 U1E I 286 24 B 2 Tt AL [10]. B 58, FRATHIE T 129 MEHXT GC 2
ISR i o SR, A3 PPT ZS, RIL 10 MR . 0 EYS GC BIARIEHLEIA %, ALB &
— Fh g A N A I i o R T R DR X B O LR R Y IR R AR B 0 R T TR AR, IEAE
RN Z TP RIS T (AR EER . IR TR L AMRYE 2 M 3R A 11]-[14]. HRkE, fiFE
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ALB F+i 5 GC W RIFWG MG, XTIt , FA1K I EGFR (%55 DriverDBv3 ¥ g
SEMRKAEAEA K. T EGFR HIFRIA W] LLANHI B i m) A, A7 i BUsdt: . MAPKs 2
55 A R B R b 40 i AR RIS B I T . R B MAPK {5 5% %, 41 MAPK/ERK @B, 540
L) = AR RN RS 0% . FRATTR I MAPKS /£ GC ¥ Rk, R EX GC R B XHE. CASP3
AR T 0 EEPATE, YO AW ATEILT Caspase-3 (R 1) Caspase-3) 4 BethAT 40 M 8 T-#2
FE[15]116], X WA B BIUESZ[17][18]. HSPOOAAT #&4r FFE4E HSPOO LAY . GC B
HSPOOAA1 R IE 55 mdt AVEF RMA 5. B FERIERY, GC 41414 HSPI0AAL HIFKILE
TIEHHZ19]. SRC T 1976 4 E N A — A Bom B, 72 e A= KRk g it 5 mBHAEH, g
M5 BEHELARMLE R BRI F, BRIRKIEE GC ALhmEE, KW EWRERE GC 2 Kif
BIT I E A YRR E[20]. HRAS /2 RAS KIEMEUEERE, 5 BmamriE. 8. =B
i A O P VI . ESR1 4Rt & %244 a (ERa), ‘&7 LB 2 ik 2 5 HAbE 5 20 74 BAE
FH[21], #0 PI3K/AKT 5 MAPK 15 5 i % . ESR Z¢4% &g - 75 7L IR Fh R0, ‘& 5 B e O 41 e 39 4
HBAR A K. ERX 7L H[22], ESRI #ERILE GC BHAMFRMWAEDREY. fimEe, X
Se Rz OB TE GC IR KIBEFITGE TR kA EZAEM, GC LSRN Aloin YA JT I 7E4E . FRAT]
T A LR R T — S OB RTE GC R IER s AR, B T EUR EREAE IREZ MR, Al
—EEIL PR AR AT BB AE . FRATEM — 2o 78, DAdE— 0 [ B IX Se KL K E GC 4R F DL R P 25 R0 &
AT o

KEGG @ Hr Bon, FLERIBIT GC EE W K PI3K-AKT {5 5@ H . FoxO 15 5@ Ras {5518
H, FESMRAH B DG, MR % I BT S p R, E AL T PIBK-AKT {55l K, 1%
FRTTRES S Aloin Bt B ALE| ) CHE RS . BOREZ UEHE R, PI3K-AKT X GC B4 MG 5E |
RS AIME T RIAEE 28 e B[ 23]-[25]. BbAh, PI3K-AKT iR 5k % . (yvimtzif o, AT
TEMN 25 A6 R e NS b R AE B LR R R R AL(EMT) . [RIBE, ASHEFCE £ 267F PI3BK-AKT 15518
P, PRI PTEE AT GC /R ML

FIRF, FRATEAT 7RSSR, S00E T WSS a4 R, M T A2 5R097 GC MLl @
Ik CCK8 R, FATA I 25 F % NCI-N87 4H 3 58 i) 4l 4 F 270 St . 4 o 2 — PR o 1tk
YHMIZETS, LA K B A 8B AN PR 2 R o 4 T A R R AR L, DU VR T I
TEIXTUA T, S5 REKMH[26], FEREEHS 7 NCI-N87 4= Caspase-3 ) mRNA 7K FF1 Cleaved
Caspase-3 [f15 157KV NCI-N87 2 i Ik i 4h M th il 725 25 5 R0 S A T Ixsegh R,
N GC g T AR 1 o PISK-AKT 38 2% 2 4 3 T2 i 57 5 K . — B PI3K-AKT {5 54%0d
FEWOE, S AT R g gt IS S s oA BEakaE, PR Ake BUE R B9 T Aloin i
S B AR T o G, RS T AR GC IRYT BB ERE AL ARG RATR I A 2 B E KT PIBK
A AKT 1) mRNA /KF, FEKT p-PI3K Fl p-AKT B8 AR, R IR RE DA PI3K-AKT i#
SRS SR A 1) 40 L 4 B (i i3 NCI-N87 418 1=

ZE LTI, AHTE TS SRR W4 2 B 22 B TR 2R GC ORI ML, R IE e Ak A 24 3 S0 56 E
TER. FERATRBONGIT GC WAMAY), X NRRWEDETUEIGIT 77 TR 54 78w
Histe MeAh, A FTATY e e I A PN SR G SR AR UE 7 25 R BT B AL

6. &g

i EPTR, AR TSR 2 A ZEBIRIT GC KRS JATHWFRLRERY], 2
o MIRAHTNEHNGIT GC IRk 5.
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