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Abstract

Objective: Investigation on the role of Solute Carrier Family 35, Member E4 (SLC35E4) in regulating
the in vitro cell proliferation, migration and apoptosis of intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma (iCCA).
Methods: Using the TIMER online database for pan-cancer analysis, the expression of SLC35E4 in
various cancers was investigated, and verified through TCGA and GEO; at the same time, the diag-
nostic and prognostic value of SLC35E4 was analyzed using this database; the effects of SLC35E4
knockdown on the proliferation, migration and apoptosis of human hepatobiliary cancer cell lines
(RBE cell line) were detected through CCK-8, clone formation, cell scratch, and Hoechst 33342 apop-
tosis Kits. Results: SLC35E4 is highly expressed in tumor tissues. The survival curve confirmed that
the high expression of SLC35E4 is associated with poor prognosis, indicating that SLC35E4 has good
prognostic value. The results of CCK8 and clone formation experiments showed that knocking down
the SLC35E4 gene can inhibit the proliferation of iCCA cells RBE (p < 0.05). The scratch experiment
results showed that knocking down SLC35E inhibited the migration of RBE cells. Compared with the
NC group, obvious apoptotic staining was observed in RBE cells after SLC35E4 knockdown; WB re-
sults showed that after knocking down SLC35E4, the key proteins in the apoptotic pathway all in-
creased. These results indicate that knocking down SLC35E4 can promote the apoptosis of iCCA cells
RBE. Conclusion: SLC35E4, as a potential biomarker for iCCA, has been confirmed through in vitro
experiments that knocking down SLC35E4 in iCCA can inhibit tumor progression. This finding may
provide new ideas for prognosis assessment and novel targeted therapy for iCCA patients.
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1. 5|8

JiF PN B 798 (intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, iICCA) A& — Fie i T IHIE R Z B MR AER, HARRE
PEL R . AT UG R[] [2]. LK, iCCA RIFHFE ISR, (HHE 5 FE AT RINL 9%,
H i TR IRERA AL, R ZHEZ WIS O 2 3 sl ok AR b 3% 8%, B0 & Jva 7 BUByT
PR, T H ARG B SRR MR AR IR S [3] . PRHaE U] 75 22 i A SR YT 5 AR R
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TRIT RS U AE MDA A R S X P A AS RTUS , DARREX 224 T s AR T s £ R 45

TEIRBAAZ I 35, 51 E4 (Solute Carrier Family 35, Member E4, SLC35E4)3 R i T YL ik 22q12.2
b, BT RS E WRE. SLC3SE4 BRI N R MFEEE . Jeniift 7l kI SLC3SE4 1 Jyil
I ST 5 EE I TR A 0 e 4 1 Y JEE RNA(CeRNA) L% (1 2 B4 45, A3 E— 2B A g A v Jgd 1
TEVRYT ¥E mURVTUS A= P005 E A9 J1(4] [5]. RAEBEA MW FL, SLC35E4 5/ N IR 2 1] ] Be A7 7E—
SERIAE R ST, H AT SLC35E4 & 578 T P IR A8 b R A A I DA KA T R R S B 548 v R AT 1F 7
I8 . AW B AERZR SLC35E4 RETAE NI YT BT L ST E I W IR R R E D e RsAE A, AR IR
I SR AR VR AR —ANBT AL A

2. MRS E
2.1. RA5FNFEH

JHF P9 RS S 41 B (RBE « Heec9810 HuCCT 1 HiBEpic) >k H F-H 1L K 2% 5206 == B4 . — F JE WF i (DMSO)

A RIPA MR H AL B ERAR AT . 10%J54- M55 RPMI-1640 = HH LAl 1 77 300 15 26 [
(Gibco) A Fl. HEFR - #E5 2 AR EMMEARCLF) AR AR . Polyethylenimine Linear (PEI)i{ 71t
H SRR ARAR . RNA $2EUGH & B RARAE MR A AR A R . Wi il &
H 2L R G R BHE A F] . Cell Counting Kit-8 171 &I | MBS A= M EHE A PR A A o 4%% R HF B H 22
AATRHEA R A F . 0.1%45 i S R B b 2 E R A BR A 7] . Hoechst 33342 i H Hifg 38~
RAWA T . SLC3SE4 Bkl B spUs LAY TRA MR AR . Cleaved caspase-3 1 H 5% [H Affinity Bio-
science (¥ JE)A ). Bax 1 3 Goat Anti-Rabbit IgG (H + L) HRP I 3L T 5§ 5 B s A MR A R A H .
W2 B-Tubulin R FELERAEY R AR A A .

2.2. £{EPH

I MIZ I B A BT SLC3SE4 AT 475 M. 8 F TIMER %5088 3 73 b7 £ FifgiE £ A SLC3SE4 &
KWL, RSN B A BERSE(TCGA B EF GEO Hdli4E)0E SLC35E4 76 [ Al 1E # 4 4
FRIEZ R . HH TCGA HiREEL% ] ROC hZEHiIA SLC3ISE4 16 X /3 s AE & AR RS Wi, %%
BEAT K-M 2729047, 3B SLC35E4 XF iCCA AEFE IR, I nl Ak L7 Mt 1

2.3. LERRIEFFAAER

N iCCA 418 &Z(RBE, Heec9810, HuCCT 1) Rl IE & AR P JEA F 7 40 il (HiBEpic) %5 7% T 37°C 5% CO,
K258, NN 1% 8 =8 R 10%A6 4 3% DL & RPMI-1640 JEfiliks 77 5E . Bfi)J5, #% RBE 40fufk 7
SN NC #H. shSLC35E4-1 . shSLC35E4-2. shSLC35E4-3 4, 14 % YR PEL % PY 4 41 ff 43 5 gk 4718
BRI,

2.4. RT-qPCR #&37

I RAR 24 7] B RNA R BURR &, AATHE AR PR HUE RNA, FEAE AT TR 7206 TRl RNA [
WRPE o R SR Gk PR i RNA JHE i cDNA, BRI E H ALK SLC3SE4 I M 14 & JF
5 FHY SR 5206 5 ft PCR AXHEAT RT-qPCR il SER g SR UL 2-248CT i A5 8. 518 T

SLC35E4 H[Al:

Forward: 5°- AGTCTCACCTTTGGCACGTC -3’

Reverse: 5’- CAGGGTGAACAGAGGTGTGG -3’
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2.5. Western Blot

{8 RIPA & 22z il A A IR E s 4l P R SR LR B 1, JF i80S BCA S5 5 ik e & a N EFE2R
MR E IR M. B AT SDS-ZR A I &R UK (SDS-PAGE), #4781 J5 It 8 1 AR 2 7 2K/
TE 10% SDS-ZR P4 J Tk Jic e Ji Hh rEL vk 7 55 B i R I M s, Kbl by B 10 B A 5% #8 % PVDF JIE I
EESE R R, (R T A TBST AL E 1 5%/B g 254t ] PVDF Ji, 5 —$i SLC35E4 (1:2000). Cleaved
caspase-3 (1:2000). Bax (1:1000)A1 g-Tubulin (1:10000) NP S 1E 4°C PR H LR . Al TBST BLik/E A
2 EL A5 C B 4 (1) — 47T Goat Anti-Rabbit IgG (H + L) HRP (1:5000)3L = iR FEKIEE 1 AN/, it EECE ECL
AR TAEW, 5T IERE . BB T2 R0, K& AT s EBC A 4% .

2.6. CCK-8 3CI&

IERUICALEE J5 RBE 1 4 A4 T BREGTH AL . 2500 BEN S M40 M Bl £ ek 4 i vH 25U 73 DA 1
x 103 AN /AL PREEF T 96 FLARH, FFE S MTATEAL, A 37CHEFRM TR, f£25 24 h, 48 h. 72
h 196 h FEATAEI, LN 10 uL CCK-8 X711 90 L T MLiE R 7%, BRI E 1h, EEARUNE &
FLIE 450 nm Kb WROEEEAE, {8 GraphPad B 1F22 40 AL K Hh 28 .

2.7. SERER ARSI

HUA T B KA K AL #E 5 RBE 400 LL%EFL 800 B 6 FLAR b, i3z %3, Mgl
AEUNS . BT 37C. 5% COy KMANEE AR, KR A 14 KB4 K 2 50 v b o 40 i 2
KT 50 ik, Ho@BEks 3 RSEAT e Ab BT WS40 BARAS - PBS JEVEPR X, LA 4% % 2 B [#] 5E 30 min;
PBS ¥t 2 U5, FH 0.1%Z5 i 5 4 8 15 min, SRJ5 FRUK S Y 2 Qe . I )5 AL A i . A
FH Tmage] #AF X4 50 4 Btk 47 S A 36 ] GraphPad BPEVER, BJa % FoA Rt H R R, W
R LA ¢ ke, 2T Z 9. Lhp <0.05 WHA ST %R

TR SRR = GRSy A g% x 100% (1)

2.8. YHRAXIIRSCLE

HYAL T 06 B2 K IR VE Rl AL #EL S RBE 4UBRBE T AL, PLEEFL 5 x 105 NI EEM T 6 LR, 4
NI A FE IR 2] 80%~90%IN, F 200 ul RS &% 3 ek K PRIIR . B 5 H PBS i 40 it 31 I it 745 41
J Rk o 7E A — B 1) B T S s T U0 2 40 AR 5 R A S o

TR = (0 h YRR — 24 h RIYETIA)/0 h RIFETIA x 100% )
2.9. ZApRAT-SCIE

B B 26 K A A, K 4 PR AL RSP0 R B, B R 3 % 105 & 6 LR AP B IR, WE KT HRZE NC
4, = EURSLE4H shSLC35E4-1. shSLC35E4-2, shSLC35E4-3, Ab¥H 24 h J5 i ik v T A8 a7 s
NPT . RSN B & A TR 6 FLAR PR FRFE, 7% 0.5 mL/FLIMAE 2, 10 min J& W7 [ 5 W
J5 F PBS JEBE IR, #% 1:100 fN G2 (e 45 AN e (o R B 22 R - R HE IR L 44t 5~10 min. [ /5 PBS
TP IR N PBS. FIFH Leica %)% iU B AL B 22 N0 5T ML &2 FF A 10 %

2.10. ZitEHE*

8 R WA 4.3.0 B 2 L U560 A GraphPad prism 9.0 HEAT G873 AU SC 1 AT AL BT (*Fp < 0.05;
*p < 0.01; **¥p < 0.001; ****p < 0.0001). IS HRRAKL LG BEAT AL I ZETH 204, IFxt ZAREARLL
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R A Kruskal Wallis #%6. H p <0.05 kKRR~ ASHEE L.
3. 458
3.1. SLC35E4 fEARFIME AR h g RIX RS, FEDHT

JEIt TIMER 7E 285048 % SLC35E4 2L [ 7E 22 R hiE o R IA T 0l 70 AT, 45 BRI T IE 421,

SLC35E4 7£ CHOL. LIHC. COAD /i a2 mis (] 1(A)). Ak, FIH TCGA 1 GEO #i# 1
B EE PR R IRAE T SLC35E4 76 AT A RE 7 e 21 43 S B0 56 35 10 BB 34 (4 1(B)~(C)). 18/ TCGA ¥4
2] ROC HIZEAfi A SLC35E4 75 [X 73 IR FlIE & A2 i (i B 1(D)Eow, 21 ROC HJ AUC i K
T 0.7, 1X#&7R SLC35E4 Al {EN iCCA BIERH B Wi fEbr . K-M AEfFII &4 R 278, SLC35E4 mikik
5iCCA BEMTEARA X, HERBAGIFE L (p<0.05 K 1(E).
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Figure 1. Expression differences of SLC35E4 across different tumor types and diagnostic and prognostic values

1. SLC35E4 AR EIMBERBETHNRIAERRIOW . FENE

3.2. ¥IERNK SLC35E4 BT A BB &= Atk

it — e SLC35E4 7545 P A A e 4 i e )R 1B i, J83d RT-qPCR kill SLC3SE4 7 3 Ff

JFF P BE S 40 R(RBE HuCCT1 F1 Heec9810)FH I N A F 5% 41l (HIBEpic) - mRNA [ 1A. 45
RRI, 5 HiBEpic 40fiAHEL, SLC35E4 7 RBE Al HuCCT1 F1 &k 2(A), p < 0.05). #—F i@t
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WB 36 E 45 A — 20 2(D)). [Hltk, #E T SLC35E4 MR KIE TN IHE 4N R, KR SLC35E4 Xf
JF P9 B S B R 4B L i 52 . RT-qPCR 45 S 7R, RBE Al HuCCT1 4 il ¥ f K 2H (shSLC35E4-1,
shSLC35E4-2, shSLC35E4-3)/#] SLC35E4 [) mRNA KiA/K-F3)EELT NC 4, H7E RBE &4 R+
FURACR I, 25 BA g5 (E 2(B)~(C), p<0.05). N T #E—561F RBE 404 SLC35E4 A
AR P S T ER R IA . {8/ WB 7501 NC 410L & shSLC35E4-1. 2 fl 3 JE =AMl & ([ %k
KF. BRI, shSLC35E4-1 fil shSLC35E4-3 (18 FRIAKF I BEARE 2(E)). SEATZATHI4E R
FEEFE, XK T shSLC35E4-1 Al shSLC35E4-3 1] LR Mk SLC35E4 MW IEMER L, fefsiRir
AR AT A HEE Je SLC35E4 YUK KA A& .

A B C
Y 5—
g Sk “6 1.5 HuCCT1 ‘06 1.5 RBE
% & 47 l S — 5 —
¢ g R s
(<] n O
t N g 23 1.0 23 10 o
o83 = N
I3 *k Q N o=
o m f, E *k 5 <
,g g 2 ns g g *hk *kk g ﬁ
59 5 9 %% L 59 %%
2 m 1_ —l— 2 w 2 w Kkkk
g j 2 g o . ke
=o- T T = oo : : F o oo0d el B
¢ K & o Y & W
& &L S & & & &8
QO Q\\" & O (¢ ¢ (¢] (¢]
D @ & @ @ O ©
S 3 & & & &K
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D E v W N
Q) & & &
~ ~ o ) )
§ & § § &
& RS g D) P )

#¥:(A) SLC35E4 7E IE % FH iCCA 411 /il & ' mRNA 7KF-3iX; (B)~(C) RT-qPCR £l RBE F1 HuCCT1 42+ SLC35E4
MUK (D) WB il SLC35E4 £ 1E ¥ A1 A A Jes 40 i 25 b (¥ 2 1 7K P289%5 (E) WB il RBE 4 il SLC35E4
KGR ARIEKT; *p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001; ****p<0.0001,

Figure 2. Expression differences of SLC35E4 in iCCA cells and establishment of SLC35E4 low-expression cell line
2. SLC35E4 £ iCCA MR HFTIAE R M3 SLC3SE4 RFE M FH

3.3. R SLC35E4 #i#$] RBE ZApRAYIETEFIT

i CCK-8 siiufyill SLC35E4 XM IHE A fbgihRe /imsem, 4RER, 5 NC dMlt,
SLC35E4 fifit 5, RBE 418 5E G FI/ENLEE G 96 h B R ZEHHI(p < 0.05, Kl 3(A)). ToFEE MR
S5 R EIR, SLC35E4 mifil/a v B TE U RE /) 2 2 PR (p < 0.05, & 3(B)~(C)). Zi& Lid4ER, SLC35E4
SXoF 4 L 184 B 7 T AT PR A T IR AR SLC35E4 Xt RBE [KIERRE SIS0, BATT & S 4
J R JR I AG I 0~48 /N AT P IE 9 41T #S OB 5 . & 3(D)~(E)FTa, 4 AN 4IfE 0~48 h N IEH T
%, 5 NC AL, 3 M mifRdleid 2404 RBE 40T 68 J1(p <0.05). Z5% 45 R RHEUIK SLC35E4 X}
RBE 21 i )it 4% B A B Rl fE A o
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ek KK

ooon

7E: (A) CCK-8 Ky illRifit SLC35E4 % RBE ZH i 4Gt fFI 540 (B) mifit SLC35E4 X2 v B T RIS (C) 7
TR, ns: TREM: **p<0.01; **p<0.001; ****p<0.0001; (D) ZiEE T WL 0~48 h RBE 4iifflit
FEPE S, JROKEEEL: 20x, EHM G XISARMMIE ST (B) NC 4081 3 /4~ SLC35E4 mifK417E 0~48 h I [a] B
RBE AERIE & G2 LR, *%p <0.01; ***p <0.001; ***%p < 0.0001.

Figure 3. Knockdown of SLC35E4 Inhibits the Proliferation and migration of RBE Cells
3. BRI SLC35E4 i RBE AARRIIEIEFIERS

3.4. B{{E SLC35E4 {Ri# RBE ZRpRA9 AT

N T RS SLC3SE4 & 758 ik 4 f i T4 A M 3 58, 1 S5 A H Hoechst 33342 727 &kl
M TSR L. W 4(A)FTR, 4 Hoechest 33342 Jeff s, NC 40 SARH 4, 1 shSLC35E4-1.
shSLC35E4-2 1 shSLC35E4-3 40 & =i, Aok, JFHol WET/ME. 5 NC 4t 3 4
SLC35E4 mif{f 4 P2 i P T4 2 2 T NC 4. N 73— B4 IEmE SLC35E4 X RBE T
HEF, i WB RN B E R 4T RBE R TR A MRIA . 4R 5N, @K Bax 1R EKFR
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IETF . BRILAM Cleaved caspase-3 &5 [ARIAM N 4(B))o. X &egh FESE T, mifk SLC35E4 Al GEimt iy
TR FR AN I AR 15 5 I P IR T R B R 1

A

NC shSLC35E4-1

shSLC35E4-2 shSLC35E4-3 B

Cleaved-caspase3 17KDa

Bax [0 N MR | 21KDa
B-Tubulin | Ie——| 55K D2

NC + — —
shSLC35E4-1  — +  —

100um 100um

P Eo shSLC35E4-3 - — +

e (A) BIE OGRS T WEA R A AR E TS0 BORMEE: 10x, B EikfrmE T/ ME: (B) WB A illjE -
I A Cleaved-caspase3 fil Bax HIFK k.

Figure 4. Detection of the effect of SLC35E4 knockdown on RBE apoptosis using WB and Hoechst 33342 apoptosis kit
4. WB #0l Hoechst 33342 AT I & 4 M SLC35E4 Bi{ET RBE AT

4. Wig

TR AMA(SLO) AL R AL IZ B AR EE K4, 78 60 ZAKIETH 400 £ E . XEEARS S5
ZAEFNRE, UL T B, FEE. IR, WEIBFRM AR #is[6]. Hrp SLC35 KR T
Gt 58 T /R FEAAORI/BN T I (ER) FIAZ IR BB HL 12 BE 1 . R 2 HUR A F A TP T i Wi i iz
Z PR (ER)ER /R SRR M, N8R A5 R 3R AR SR AL SR L[ 7] Bl JLEEA 95T SLC35 SRTE e
HHT TR R 2 [8]-[11]. Hort SLC35A2 1ENML HRNEL 121, &P M OCH R 1, JHAE 44
HEHHSEEARTUGHG: HREASERELMIPEMIEE. B 5 &R, S8
Y ARAS P AH O 7 R IA M A R, L IS e O AU R RO BAGALTI 4% P41
FURFER B O E B[R], WFFURI, SLC35A2 MAEFLMRME[12]. 45 FL a5 13] 2 MR mkik . (AR
(/& SLC35C1 4ufith 4T —BRE - AN IZ A, v S0 T 0ERR - & A0 M T % 18 2 m R B A RN
PS5 9, A2 53R B 1 R LA [ 14]-[16] A9 E B, SLC35C1 £E HCC 1 iCCA thr I H FiH#IA[17][18].
FERRVH IR FRAR G, iR SLC35CT mlidE {2 #E CEACAMI f£ N153 £ fiff1 s e e Ak, iEtl
K F CCL2 FI CXCL2 MRk, I8/ 98 AR Mo 48 SE R, AT £ A1 EA 1) Rl 98 RE S Sk 88 - 850 1 e
MO T2[19]. FELS B, SLC35C1 J2 Wat {5 Sl % 1 55 8+, T SLC35C1 wldid i B2 s Wt
W, (e . PRI AR T, TS R A R AR [20]. BT R R 2 AN A B A
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#EE/N T SLC3SE4 n] G id i #% F )RR 4 e R RBE [W365H. 1T 68 AT FE, 25 iCCA 1
TR A SR AR . BT SLC35E4 IZhRENLH AL T ERE I B, HAR NIAE I IR R 8 7, XHHER
iCCA AR LA B2 R X
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AW IR 70 HAREF L SR BT H %5 : 2024GXNSFAA010419 F1 2016GXNSFBA380017),
IV R T AR TSR A T RE BT I H (B BI(UH 45 2022KY0103).
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