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Abstract

This paper aims to systematically discuss a profound paradigm shift currently occurring in China’s
landscaping industry: that is, the transition from an era dominated by “landscape construction” fo-
cused on incremental expansion to an era dominated by “landscape maintenance” centered on stock
optimization and sustainable value. The article first analyzes the macro background of this trans-
formation, including the deepening urbanization process, the demand for ecological civilization con-
struction, the improvement of public aesthetics and ecological awareness, and the new requirements
brought by the strategic goals of “carbon peaking and carbon neutrality”. By 2025, the national for-
est coverage rate is expected to reach 25.09%, and forest stock will reach 20.988 billion cubic me-
ters, already achieving ahead of schedule the 2030 forest stock growth target. This achievement marks
anew stage in national greening, shifting from quantitative expansion to quality improvement. Sub-
sequently, the paper elaborates in detail on the core characteristics of the “landscape maintenance
era”, pointing out that it is not only a technical upgrade but also a conceptual leap from “creating scen-
ery” to “cultivating environments”, and from “management” to “governance”. On this basis, the paper
prospectively proposes that “arboriculture medicine”, as the technical support and theoretical fron-
tier of the maintenance era, will emerge and flourish. The paper deeply explores the disciplinary
connotations of arboriculture medicine, defining it as an interdisciplinary applied science integrat-
ing forestry, plant pathology, entomology, soil science, meteorology, molecular biology, and intelli-
gent sensing technology, and constructs its core research framework, including diagnostics, pathol-
ogy, therapeutics, and preventive care. Since Beijing introduced the concept of arboriculture medicine
in 2018, it has initially established a professional service system comprising 12 standardized tree
hospitals and 102 certified tree doctors, providing valuable practical examples for the discipline’s
development. Finally, the paper analyzes the challenges and opportunities that the rise of the land-
scape maintenance era and arboriculture medicine bring to industry education, talent cultivation,
technical standards, market models, and policies and regulations, calling for the construction of an
integrated industry-academia-research-utilization collaborative development system to embrace a
future of high-quality and sustainable development in China’s landscaping industry.
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