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Abstract

Though many western writers have shaped the legendry character of “Ulysses”, the images of
“Ulysses” vary in different western works in different times. In Homer’s Odyssey “Ulysses” is the
initial establisher of secular humanism; in Virgil’s Aeneid he is the awakened one with rational
sense; in Dante’s The Divine Comedy he is the defender of individualism against theocracy; in Ten-
nyson’s poem Ulysses, he is a pioneer of capitalist civilization; while in James Joyce’s Ulysses, under
the guise of Bloom, this modern Ulysses is a lonely spiritual tramp in the faith-lost western capi-
talist civilization. By studying the molding and transformation of Ulysses’ image chronically, which
is meaningful and unavoidable for study on western literature and culture, the essay casts light on
the succession and revolution of western humanism in several significant cultural transitions and
turns.
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