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Abstract

Fujiwara no Kiyokawa who was the ambassador of the 11th Tang Dynasty Mission of Japan arrived
in the Tang Dynasty in the year 752 and contributed himself to the Tang Dynasty after that. He
promoted Sino-Japanese cultural exchanges. The research about Kiyokawa was very little both in
China and Japan, among the very little researches was just about his comings between China and
Japan, or his position in the Tang Dynasty. There was so little research about his Waka. As the
ambassador of the Tang Dynasty, Fujiwara no Kiyokawa not only has outstanding diplomatic skills,
but also has a certain literary talent. His Waka are included in the earliest collection of Waka in
Japan, Manyoshixyuu. Manyoshixyuu also contains a number of songs related to Kiyokawa to Tang,
which are sung by other people, and the number of the Waka was the most among all the ambas-
sadors. This article collected the Waka related to Kiyokawa both himself and other people's Waka
in the Manyoshixyuu, and investigated the songs under the background of Sino-Japanese cultural
exchanges. After investigation, I learned that most of these Waka were royal Waka, and they were
all about Kiyokawa’s mission. The art of the Waka focused on the images of “ship”, “god”, and
“cloud”, “return” and so on. Meanwhile, from the perspective of genre and specific cultural im-
agery, I also made a comparative analysis of two Chinese translation versions of Yang Lie and Zhao
Leshen about Kiyokawa’s Waka.
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