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Abstract

As an iconic writer of the Southern Renaissance, William Faulkner applied his distinctive stream-
of-consciousness style and masterful narrative skills to paint a picture of the decaying and gro-
tesque South. In his most celebrated short story, A Rose for Emily, based on the richly layered im-
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agery of illnesses such as autism, aphasia, and madness, Faulkner revealed the undercurrents of
heterogeneous ideologies that lurked beneath the seemingly peaceful town of Jefferson. At the
same time, the alienation of the individual subjects in the novel has a distinct orientation of social
deformity, indicating a morbid post-war American Southern society caught up in the “confusion”
and eroded by Puritanism. The two main narrative threads were intertwined under the cover of
the disease, suggesting the “fullness” of the social statute and the “emptiness” of the subject’s con-
sciousness, revealing the silence and dissonance of the individual in his struggle against society,
and further denouncing the prohibition, discipline, and persecution of the subject by the patho-
logical society.
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