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Abstract

Zadie Smith’s novel “White Teeth” is an excellent work of post-colonialism. Through in-depth de-
scription of three families with different backgrounds, the novel reveals the serious social and
cultural dilemma and involves multiple themes such as race, religion, history and cultural identity.
This paper will take the intergenerational transition to analyze how first-generation immigrants
and second-generation immigrants face the identity and culture crisis and how to find individual
cultural identity so as to realize the construction of immigrant identity. The novel reveals the hy-
bridity and uncertainty of immigrant identity and embodies Smith’s advocacy of a multicultural
and harmonious society.
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