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Abstract

“They” is Yan Lianke’s first writing focusing on women. The rural women in the book can be divided
into three categories: tolerant women choose acquiescence and adaptation, rebellious women
choose to break through and arrogate, and there is another category of women who maintain reflec-
tion and suspicion. Compared with the submissive women in “Sunlight Flowing Years”, the women in
“They” dare to complain about survival difficulties, promote individual life desires, and attempt to
challenge patriarchal culture, reflecting the progress of “female consciousness”. This is the author’s
creation of “empathy” with rural women from a female perspective. With “women” as the window,
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Yan Lianke looked at the historical context that contributed to the “third sex” of rural women, but
there were still limitations in image creation, such as lack of criticism and difficulty in completely
stripping off male consciousness. It can be said that this is a limited “empathy”.
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