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Abstract

The imperial examination and creation were two major events that ran through Pu Songling’s
life. Adhering to the “normal path” of the imperial examination reflects Pu Songling’s persistent
attitude towards life and perseverance as an intellectual in feudal society. He had the experience
of “opening high and leaving low” in the imperial examination, and he sang and honed with fel-
low patriots, wrote a large number of works that sympathize with the same illness, mourn for
the poor, and mourn for the wrongs. On the other hand, insisting on creating a “different path” is
the author’s life “reversal” after experiencing setbacks. Through the “heterotypic” writing of
Liaozhai, Pu Songling achieved a spiritual “breakthrough”. The author has constructed exotic
dreams and landscapes for the world, creating a warm spiritual home and a beautiful life vision;
Describing different people and events, words and actions, expressing profound cultural senti-
ments and progressive ideas; Writing different thoughts, opinions, and rhymes embodies unique
aesthetic ideals and persistent value pursuits; Interpreting exotic emotions, aspirations, and
colorful interests reflects a strong sense of criticism and a tenacious spirit of resistance. The
creation of Liaozhai established Pu Songling’s lofty position in literary history, the purification
and sublimation of the writer’s soul world and the watchfulness of the real world are interde-
pendent and “strangely and positively intertwined”, the two constitute a tortuous and brilliant,
complex and pure life process.
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