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Abstract

As a contemporary Canadian short story writer, Alice Munro is called as “master of the contempo-
rary short story”. Munro focuses on the survival state of women and the tangled relationship be-
tween people meanwhile presenting readers with a keen observation of real life. This paper ana-
lyzes the overt progression of escape in Alice Munro’s “Runaway”, but behind the plot develop-
ment, the covert progression implies the female alienation progression and thus forms a subver-
sive theme. That is, the final outcome of women fleeing is that there is nowhere to run and the fi-
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nal choice of women is still to surrender to reality. It reflects Munro’s concern about the existen-
tial dilemmas faced by women.
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