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Abstract

In the construction of female characters in the novel The Sea Wall by the French writer Marguerite
Duras, the author prefers to emphasize characters’ personalities and inner emotional worlds
through the perspective of multiple gazes. The male gaze serves as a crucial entry point for the
author to depict female bodies: it transforms Susan from active compliance to self-awareness,
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achieving a “bilateral objectification” through the male gaze. The mother’s image undergoes a
process of alienation within the framework of accepting the male gaze, while the working-class
woman, Ailman, displays contradictory traits under the constraints of the male gaze. Simultaneously,
Susan shifts between being the subject of the gaze and the object of others’ gaze, prompting her
constant desire to escape the existing world. The “cinema” as a significant symbol acts as an essential
medium for Susan to escape from the gaze of others and perceive her own desires. Interpreting The
Sea Wall through the viewpoint of gaze theory contributes to a better understanding of the female
characters in the work, offering readers a fresh perspective on reading the text.
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