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Abstract

“The Painted Veil”, one of W. Somerset Maugham'’s significant works, profoundly explores the eth-
ical choices of individuals when confronted with moral challenges. In this novel, Maugham, with
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his delicate brushstrokes and profound insights, portrays the protagonist Kitty’s struggle between
tradition and modernity, duty and desire. This paper, within the purview of literary ethical criti-
cism, interprets the ethical environment and character choices in “The Painted Veil” aiming to
provide readers with a new perspective for appreciation and to delve into the ethical teachings
and philosophical implications of the work. By analyzing Kitty’s conflicts between pursuing per-
sonal happiness and fulfilling social responsibilities, the paper reveals how individuals search for
self-worth and moral positioning amidst complex social relationships.
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