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Abstract

Nagai Kafu is one of the representative writers of modern Japanese literature, whose creative ca-
reer is divided into three periods: early, middle, and late. His early works avoided direct criticism
and adopted the creative techniques of metaphor and irony. Disappointed with the reality, Kafu
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turned to Edo art in his later years, and his novels in the later period also reflect his “Edosenti-
ment”. In addition, Kafu'’s criticism of social reality shifted from sharp and direct criticism in the
early period to subtle criticism in the middle and late periods. It can be inferred that his criticism
of reality was the thread running through the whole life of his career. This article intends to start
with the “Edo sentiment” in Sumidagawa, Bokuto kidan and Tsuyu no Atosaki, which are repre-
sentative works of the late period of Kafu’s literary career, to explore the narrative structure of
irony in the late period of Kafu’s literary career as well as in the “Edo sentiment”. Besides, by ana-
lyzing the irony in the works, we hope that Kafu’s realistic critical spirit could be reinterpreted.
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MR K E R IE B2 R T ERIE R, IS 2 NSO LN R AR BRA—
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HZHT e AN, FEBT BRI AT S EERE A . WVFEERIRE, itk RiX 5 Nid 25 4
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33. (HBRMETY) PRIAMRIR

NFRENULIE TR R T EHE SN 7, MR A, AR I WG AN RN A% R AT X LR W
EFSYIPNEIE

i WAE CHERIINTT) 883 T L EANAEIL S B ENAKRAE THMARANIIESR, MW7 —4
XHEE R F e BTN Z R RESRATINHETE Lo 5, 32 2000 KURSTHIREMA,  [RIA 3OS AR 2 5 1 1] 1 [X 4R

DOI: 10.12677/wls.2024.123032 213 LY a= 221


https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2024.123032

PUERE

JE, IXEERFRALAE TEVLIZHTER, VBT EARZ T, R T EINR. BT RN T IR A S 5
FENAERAE T AESRERR, $RE5HENE IRE. ARAHSRE, 87 E EERHR,
FIEEM, i, ZARE; BILHMS T 2T, NlEACRERRIRATIE SR K A, g2
a4 A IR AR BN ERF AT B TAF . MRS EORE, #7385 RFI, AR, B0 BB &
FITEXIACoR: BILHE T 8% N2 W), ffimdt, mE=E%. N AGRRE, Brie b, e
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Af PAE /N U5 HH O T AR SR AN [R] (8 4 55 B i 7 XU LB A AR B 48 HE A SCAR I HE SR, LR RE DY
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