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Abstract

During his study in Japan, Zhou Zuoren became extremely interested in Western cultural anthro-
pology, and the huge theoretical system of cultural anthropology, in turn, influenced Zhou Zuoren
in many ways. Under the constant nourishment of this discipline, Zhou Zuoren gradually con-
structed a knowledge system centered on it, which penetrated into his literary theories, prose
creations, and mythological researches. This paper will focus on Zhou Zuoren'’s first collection of
essays, The Book of the Rainy Day, and explore the cultural anthropological ideas embedded in it
in terms of the legacy of barbarism, the critique of feudal morality, and the study of myths.
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