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Abstract

In the novel The Gravedigger’'s Daughter, through the memories of the protagonist Rebecca, Oates
describes the physical and mental trauma and self-reconstruction of the Schwarts after fleeing to
the United States. From Herman’s trauma theory, this paper interprets the Schwarts, Rebecca’s
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trauma symptoms, how Rebecca achieves trauma recovery and the reasons for the Schwarts’ fail-
ure in recovery, reproduces the survival dilemma and spiritual alienation of the Jewish identity in
this novel, and shows Oates’ concern for the fate of the Jews.
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