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Abstract

Hetty, in Doris Lessing’s short story “An Old Woman and Her Cat,” is a lonely old lady who makes
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seemingly irrational decisions and even gives up her chance of survival on account of a cat named
Tibby. In light of what Carol Gilligan has illustrated about care ethics and Joan C. Tronto’s four eth-
ical elements of care, it can be argued that her choices result from her living condition and her per-
ception of care. Firstly, in a society that favors justice ethics as the dominant mode and treats the
elderly in a discriminatory manner, few people are attentive to Hetty, but the stray cat Tibby warms
up her life. Secondly, Hetty does not trust the Home for its problematic caregiving competence, and
that explains why she chooses the cat when she has to make a choice. Finally, as a cat owner, Hetty
has enjoyed an affirmative two-way caring relationship with Tibby, experiencing happiness and re-
sponsibility as a caregiver and being rewarded with active responsiveness from the cat, and this
relationship is so valuable to her that she would rather die of coldness and starvation than abandon
her cat. Sad as the story is, Hetty’s choices reveal the craving for care on the part of the elderly and
prompt further thinking about the living conditions of the aged.
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W, B EPIUORE, 5 XBEFANEFRER NS, EEEWNEZ FRsErRkA, DL TR — NFE—H
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KPR E 257 5 M RIEZ IR R [2]. XSS MR, (B TGIEMRER# e 17— R
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FORERE, X R T BOIEFEREAT Z0 BT, R U S NI ) PR5E
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o fE 1982 F B A (AR EE: LEZEW S LMRE) —fd, HRRLAL T WA EKE
AR T — M2 “AIEAREL” iSm, JLH A R AP R, RIAEA NN 1% 52 2 R S A, 7
(41 SFEHAAERE NG N7 8 [4]. R, MEGE T 8 3 3E OISR, Jf
MBI B R SN Z AR SRR [5]: 55— R oy e e H, 5Kk DU Bk R A B 3TAE 04
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NIERFTER T XS 4] R UA EASTRAET NHA R AP, MBI Ttk B2 N5 A
ZTE] R 73 T
VNS B BN A Bz, AN ERRE .
2YESC ] care, BREERL OGR4, WPRME “OCE” B “OL” , FHRIME, care ethics BY ethics of care, WHEBERL “OCHBEL”

BOORBAEL” o WIHEE 1999 EMTE (LI SCRIMEEIZE) « BRE 2014 SEMIRSC (REZB IR HE T RMER ) AR
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