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Abstract

Throughout the twentieth century, the changing image of those who went to the cities witnessed the
history of urban and rural changes in China over the past hundred years. Their different encounters
and destinies also reflect the major social conflicts and trends of the times. In this process, the
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relationship between urban and rural areas has gone through three states: from antagonistic con-
flict, to the “republic” of equality between urban and rural areas during the seventeen-year period,
to the mass influx of people into the cities in the new period. The literature of the new period suc-
ceeded the modern literature’s sinful narrative of the city, and stood on the position of the vernac-
ular, expressing the hardworking, simple and kind vernacular human nature. At the same time, with
a paradoxical existence, it expresses the real state of life of the contemporary city dwellers who
“cannot enter the city and cannot return to the countryside”, and shows the contradictions and en-
tanglements of people’s hearts in the process of urbanization.
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