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Abstract

Julian Barnes is one of the most influential British writers. He has been nominated for the Booker
Prize four times and won the Booker Prize in 2011 for The Sense of an Ending. Julian Barnes is known
as “the chameleon of English literature” due to his creative techniques and varied styles. His long
historical fantasy novel England, England, which was published in 1998, presents the decline of old
England, the creation of new England, and the life of Martha, the heroine, who keeps pursuing self-
construction but is lost and confused in the end. This paper will explore Martha’s self-construction
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process and the tragic fate of the ultimate failure of self-construction in England, England from a
feminist critical perspective.
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