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Abstract

Stoner is a novel written by John Williams, a contemporary American writer, which presents the
antagonistic relationship between enlightenment modernity and aesthetic modernity. In this novel,
the author John Williams exposes the alienated society created by enlightenment modernity cen-
tered on instrumental rationality, and expresses his deep concern for the modern people who have
lost themselves and imbalanced human nature in the context of this society. Additionally, he
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believes that literature, as an significant aspect of aesthetics, can be a cure for the diseases of mod-
ern civilization and a strategy for spiritual salvation for modern people.
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