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Abstract

The story of “Li Zheng becoming a tiger” originally came from “Xuanshi Annals” by Zhang Du in the
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Tang Dynasty, and later included in “Taiping Guangji” compiled by Li Fang and others in the Song
Dynasty, entitled “Li Zheng”. The story in “Gujin Shuohai” in the Ming Dynasty and “Tang Ren Shu-
ohui” in the Qing Dynasty was expanded based on “Li Zheng” and renamed “Renhu Zhuan”. This pa-
per compares the three versions of the story of “Li Zheng becoming a tiger”, and finds that the hero
in “Li Zheng” became a tiger because of crazy disease, with the characteristics of “inner insecurity”
and the complex of being an official and retiring of the Tang Dynasty scholars, and the two editions
of “Renhu Zhuan” add plots on the basis of “Li Zheng”, and turn the theme idea into causality theory,
which has great relationship with the social trend of the Ming Dynasty. Japanese writer Nakajima
Atsushi’s masterpiece, “Sangetsu Ki”, is adapted from the story of “Li Zheng becoming a tiger” in “Tang
Ren Shuohui” edition. While retaining the basic plot of the original story, Nakajima Atsushi also de-
leted, supplemented, and rewrote the content, giving the work a deeper connotation and modern
characteristics, using the legendary story of Tang to reflect the dilemma of some Japanese intellec-
tuals under the background of war, making the story no longer a Zhiguai fiction.
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