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Abstract

In Hombres de maiz, various kinds of imagery are interwoven, which not only contains the reality of
Latin American continent, but also combines the primitive way of thinking of the Indians. This thesis
uses the method of textual close reading and selects important imagery in Asturias’ Hombres de
maiz, such as “corn” and animal “nahual”, to explore the deeper symbolism and cultural connota-
tions of the images, and then to understand Asturias’ sympathy for tragic fate of Indian nation and
his affirmation of its spirit of resistance.
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