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Abstract

Junichiro Tanizaki is a representative figure of the Japanese Aestheticism literary school, hailed as
one of the great masters of modern Japanese literature. His famous work Tattoo is one of his more
representative early literary pieces, widely known to the public. There has been considerable research
on the novel’s protagonist, Seikiti, which holds significant meaning. This paper provides a detailed
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analysis of the novel’s text, compares it with previous studies, and explores the “evil” character of
Seikiti. On this basis, the paper summarizes Seikiti’s distinctive features as “divinity”. Additionally,
the concept of Aestheticism is introduced to illustrate Seikiti’s practice of Aestheticism in relation
to himself, and the important influence of this practice on the construction of his unique character
is discussed. This study offers a new perspective on the study of Seikiti’s character and the novel’s
theme.
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