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Abstract

This study employs narrative perspective theory to analyze the multiple narrative perspectives in
Han Kang’s novel The Vegetarian. It aims to reveal the dilemmas and resistance of women within
the complex social structure. Through close reading and narratological analysis, we trace how the
perspectives of the husband, brother-in-law, and sister construct the protagonist, Yeong-hye, as the
“Other,” and “disciplined subject” under the male gaze. However, the inclusion of the female perspec-
tives, provides a space for empathy and highlights the subjectivity and resistance of women within the
oppressive environment. In addition, the author deliberately muted Yeong-hye’s own voice, lead to
her extreme behaviors for self-expression, which embodied the silence of women in society. Through
the dynamic interplay of multi-ple narrative perspectives, the novel breaks the authority of a single
perspective, reveals the mechanisms of gendered power relations in suppressing female subjectiv-
ity and shows the potential for women'’s self-redemption. These insights offer theoretical and prac-
tical implications for feminist literary studies.
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