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Abstract

As one of the important birthplaces of democracy in the world, Ancient Greece, influenced by its
social factors, integrated the rational criticism and enlightenment of human development in its
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early literary creation consciousness, which was represented by tragic literature. Sophocles’ Oedi-
pus the King, as a tragedy of “perfection”, deeply revealed this concept. Through the opposite por-
trayal of the perfect hero image and the tragic destiny, it shows that in the process of the free and
independent development of human thought, its own code of conduct should conform to the social
moral norms. The struggle, the spirit of equality, and the early democratic moral consciousness in
the value of tragedy literature have had a profound influence on the later generations of tragedy in
Europe and China. Taking Cao Yu’s Thunderstorm as an example, the author makes a comparative
analysis of the promoting effect of tragic literature in different historical periods on the develop-
ment of humanistic thoughts in society, as well as the innovation and development of the two in the
process of the eastward spread of Western learning.
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