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Abstract

Tattoo explores the reversal of gender power relations through the reconstruction of the image of
Hu Sanniang in the novel. In the novel, Hu Sanniang’s gaze on the male body is not limited to visual
appreciation. She deeply deconstructs the cultural symbols of these bodies and gives the male body
new meaning through this gaze. This transformed her from an objectified object to an active gazer,
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breaking the traditional “male gaze” pattern. In addition, the symbolic act of tattooing not only rep-
resents her self-identity but also shows her resistance to social gender regulations. The physical
pain brought by tattooing makes her realize the awakening of her self-identity to a certain extent,
and she becomes a complex individual who struggles between power, desire and body and pursues
freedom and self-identity. However, although Tattoo has made a breakthrough in reflecting on the
gender power structure, it still has certain limitations, which also reflects the difficulty and chal-
lenge of male writers in describing women'’s psychology and desires.
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