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Abstract

Ta-Nehisi Coates’s The Water Dancer centers on the physical transformations of water to construct
a complete poetic system of traumatic memory. Through the dynamic transition process from “vortex
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to laminar flow”, the novel metaphorically depicts the protagonist Hiram’s psychological journey of
the construction, repression and integration of his traumatic memory. As a mixed-race slave, Hi-
ram’s traumatic memory stems both from the external violence of slavery and the internal conflict
of his own identity. Water exists not only as the physical presence of rivers and lakes but also serves
as both the conductor of memory and the healer of Hiram’s trauma. By analyzing the multiple met-
aphorical meanings of water, this study explores how Coates proposes a dialectical view of trauma
through literary imagination: true redemption lies not in erasing the traces of memory but in estab-
lishing a new mode of coexistence with it. This finding not only expands the research horizons of
trauma literature but also provides new perspectives for understanding the contemporary signifi-
cance of historical trauma.
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