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Abstract

Against the backdrop of Western colonization of Myanmar, the transition between eras, and the
strong impact of Western culture on traditional literature, “A Couple, Yinmaung and Meima”, mod-
eled after “The Count of Monte Cristo”, emerged as Myanmar’s first modern novel. This study em-
ploys New Historicism to situate the novel within its historical context, analyzing its characters, plot,
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and cultural significance to explore its role in Myanmar’s literary transformation. The findings re-
veal that the novel blends traditional Myanmar culture with contemporary influences, showcasing
the fusion of Eastern and Western cultures and facilitating Myanmar’s shift from traditional to mod-
ern literature. Its characters and plot reflect the social realities and cultural conflicts under colonial
rule, exhibiting distinct historical and temporal characteristics. Through a New Historicist lens, this
study contributes to understanding the unique traits, ideologies, and cultural tendencies of Myan-
mar literature during the colonial period, uncovering the complexities of society and deepening in-
sights into Myanmar’s literary and cultural transformation.
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