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Abstract

This paper takes Henri Lefebvre’s spatial criticism theory as the framework to analyze the identity
dilemmas and reconstruction of Omar and Latif, the African immigrant protagonists in Abdulrazak
Gurnah’s novel By the Sea, from three dimensions: geographical, social, and mental spaces. Geo-
graphical space reveals the marginalized status of immigrants in the macro-field of Britain and the
micro-field of their houses. The disintegration of the family house metaphorically represents the
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rupture of identity belonging. Social space demonstrates the contradictory attitudes of British soci-
ety through “conditional acceptance” and racial discrimination, highlighting the complex impact of
interpersonal interactions on identity negotiation. Mental space focuses on memory reconstruction
and trauma healing. Through symbolic images such as the casket of ud-al-qamari and name, it con-
nects with historical truths and promotes the protagonists’ self-redemption through reconciliation.
The paper shows that the interweaving of these three spaces reflects the multilayered tensions of
immigrant identity under postcolonial context: physical migration triggers the crossing of cultural
boundaries, social exclusion exacerbates belonging anxiety, and spiritual healing ultimately leads
to the reconciliation between the individual and history. Through spatial narration, Gurnah reveals
the dynamic process of the diasporic community reshaping their identities in a heterogeneous en-
vironment and their profound reflection on colonial heritage.
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