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Abstract

From the perspective of academic history, current research on commentaries of “The Literary Mind
and the Carving of Dragons” has predominantly focused on scholars such as Cao Xuequan and Yang
Shen, while Ye Shaotai’s commentary has received limited attention and lacks comprehensive anal-
ysis. Ye’s commentary exhibits dual characteristics of Ming Dynasty academic thought. On one hand,
it affirms Liu Xie’s canon-centered literary perspective, emphasizing fengya (elegance) and fenggu
(strength of character). On the other hand, it expands upon Liu Xie’s ideas by proposing concepts such
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as “adaptation and innovation lie solely in human agency,” while rejecting rigid “knowledge accu-
mulation” and prioritizing “innate disposition.” From a hermeneutic perspective, Ye’s commentary
diverges from literal textual interpretation, instead reflecting distinct subjective sensibilities, intu-
itive emphasis, and a deliberate integration of Ming-era sociocultural dynamics.
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