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Abstract

William Faulkner is regarded as one of the most influential writers in 20t century American litera-
ture, and “A Rose for Emily” is one of his most representative works. This story is renowned for its
unique narrative style and rich symbolic meanings. By taking the symbolism theory as the analytical
perspective and adopting the method of close textual reading, this paper deeply explores the three
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core symbolicimages of “death”, “control”, and “oblivion” in “A Rose for Emily” and their deep texture.
The study finds that these three types of images are intertwined to form a vicious cycle in which the
old Southern order struggles on the verge of death, maintains its authority through control, and numbs
itself through oblivion, reflecting Faulkner’s criticism and reflection on the cultural dilemmas of the
South.
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